JVj Oslo to extradite Iranians to Russia 

{ OSLO W Norway’s justice ministry decided on 
S *Twsd«y I0CXtradite to Russia three Iranians who hijacked 
1 an Aeroflot airimerto Oslo iast year. “A firm attitude 
i rfaM mjadmgs ihas reduced the problem in recent 

yeas,” Jnstice Munster Crete Faremo said in a statement 

i extradition was m accordance with intematW 

j al pact ice. Tte three men, aged 20, 28 and 35, used 
r grcBadesand a fake bomb to seize the Russian airliner with 
s! abort 50 people on board on Sept. 15 Iast year. The plane 
was os its way from tbeAzeri capital Balm to the Russian 
town of Penn. The hijackers forced the p3ot to fly to 
- Norway. They gave themselves up without injuring anyone 
after five hours of negotiations at Oslo’s Garde rmoen 
airport- The three men, who said they wanted to make a 
■potest against human rights abuses in Iran, applied for 
% political asylum in Norway. 
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the nrin? £ £ OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
5 Charles in ** (R) — Four Israeli sokhers 

citation — ^ werc ^tly wounded in a 

in Decembfr isild grenade attack on Tues- 
d News Of tv, day in the still-occupied West 
ted Sundav Jk ^ Bank town °f Bethlehem, 
aced several i naditional site of Jesus’ birth, 

ss Diana's 63 ® ^ Israel security sources said. 


re day in the still-occupied West 
su Bank town of Bethlehem, 


Iraq blames U.S.fbr 
car-bomb 


2 ,” he said. NICOSIA (AP) -Anoffi- 
■ dal Iraqi newspaper on Tues- 
nu- l_, . day blamed “partisans of 

mz oar President Clinton" for a 

?mbers - bombing that IdBed a cbM 
in^t aadwwmded 13 other people 
mgway fo Baghdad. Monday’s car- 

, . cfc,, IMR bomb exploded near the 
• ( A K } offices of Al Jumhouriya 

15 , -“Wr. according to the 

pvay ,ed a ^ ^government's Iraqi News 
,arged with a^. ana). t£J agency 

this city s most -w- Al Jumhouriya news- 

«nal shnnes - paper as saying; “We do not 
*itz bar m thedeg Cfinton to denounce 

endome — from tha crime for two reasons, 
cupation. Tne The first is thatthe criminals 

ad been a Hemmcw j^e ftom the partisans of the 
;ince the law 1 American president, who 
; an impe^niw- ^ cany out the orders of his 
requenred the w- ag en tj and intelligence 
npany of nis ^ apparatuses." The second 
te fellow no'* mason is that “the American 
tzgerald. Hemm?” president is personally rc- 
later assert qxmsftle for bigger crimes 
;t he thought o which are being committed 
ath the action J^ against foe Iraqi people, at 
ace at the the top (of this list is) the 

Jo wonder tw” embargo,” the newspaper 
/ear-old wntet, added. 


larged with liberal? 
this city's most off- 
icial shrines - * 
litz bar in the 
endome — from ft - 
cupation. The _K® 
ad been a Hemms® 
;ince the late 1® 

; an impecunious 

requented the bari 
npany of his 
te fellow no 4- ® 
tzgerald. 
later assert JJ; 
jr he thought 
ath the actio" 
ace at Uw*®! 
Jo wonder then^ 
/car-old wntefcJJ 
rned his 

als *n ^ SJ 
was pven 
curing tlw 
-ces roHed 
a war wnjfi 1 
inifonn. «"'l« : 
chine g un j tf „, J; 

Aray took ^ 
resistance ns" 

hotel- WUli 

tured.heirntn^J 

ed a 

tOT h, !nSV S ! 

nownamw fi \ 

'Otedpa^"^- 

wording t°‘ ^ 


spring ’Se'*' Algerian socialists 
Ss roiled iowJJ refuse part in talks 

•i war corw^' 

wiehW!; ALGIERS (AFP) — The 
rhine g“ n - ^5i foS™ 1 socialist party Tnes- 
look a tea®"' day rejected appeals to join 
distance between the milirary- 

| yyiih di* P* hacked government and five 
"^'heirntwff apposition parties on the 
““J, njund pountry’s future. The Sodal- 
r r his men- ^ j 10 Forces Front said it did not 
for u mmed af ter ®i S™ 81 President Liamine 
’ n °T natron jffrouai’s government to 

' ote Ar. 0 its^ : !»* ti* democratic parties 

fW ^ talks. Mr. Zerooal on 

/ill a fter Monday invited the five 
A “ s ;~ many ■ f^oition parties taking part 
*•*“.!? he i ^ a taiatts to meet leaders of the 
r , Cb**S V Jynmed Islamic Salvation 

)f Havana ^ % Rom (FTS) in prison to per- 
voured Hade than to give up the 

other < armed straggle against his 

tagme and accept talks (see 

.—urn's ! » “). 


isonian’s 

it draff® 


n in ^ invites team to 

Japan ^eck for prisoners 

iah IfiS- f JAKARTA (R) - Iraq has 

; cxh 1 ^. . 0 jsied Indonesia's President 

5 a p 6 ** -j f d w' Suharto to form an interna- 

, has attr T^<fto rS S ®<taal team to investigate 

mHh° n an J pkims that Baghdad is hold- 

spokesm** 1 qji,^ M600 Kuwaitis captive, the 

n\ aWy to®’’ flfodd Antara news agency 

id p «t Tuesday. The invi ta- 

lcs east /°Amc^> ^ was addressed to Mr. 
usee* 5 m* Suharto in his capacity as 

the jo ^ of the Non-Aligned 

'land G* Movement (NAM). Iraq has 

rif Oi „ry^. open accused of capturing the 

xrmstriinS Kuwaitis during its 1990-1991 

iack et \,hnV£ oreupatlon of Kuwait but has 

1.5 itflKP! ^og denied the claim. 

ejehih 1 ^ 3 j,J ' ^Members of the fact-finding 

on - team should represent Arab 

rlv9, and ,vT^ epontries, Asia, Europe, 

1 ($24) . Africa, South America and 

' Fesn^ lfl ri K , Kfflsia,” Indonesia’s special 
M» ofile *9 NAM ^ Alamsyah 

,-T visi^.fLir Perwinmgara, quoted 

Sent ^^IsSK, Jraqi President Saddam Hus- 
foitner i win as saying during their 
.--rajs ittf* \ talks, late last month. 
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Jordan made ‘specific’ proposals 
to update economic pact with PLO 



nsincton p a . dpanm e^: The sources said the grenade 
;'s home f t0 ** was thrown into the cour- 
18 either tyard of the local Israeli 

ition The S de ^ occupation headquarters. 

* Dun. 

the silent calk - 

papers report ^ Mubarak, UAE leaders 
f llTJ?? had meet In Geneva 

at Sctoland Yard Ht 

to comment. ■•wjJ.KJENEVA (R) — Egyptian 
done to deserve tin?* Pre® dent Hosni Mubarak 
mcess told the pap- held an unannounced meet- 
1 1 am being destroy “g on Tuesday with the pres- 
is absolutely no £ ident of the United Arab 
She said of Mr. Ho»t Emirates, Sheikh Zayed Ben 
afriend, hehasheirrt Sutam Al Nahayan, diplo- 

hey are trying to mah said - «dd that 

was having an afer amon 8 the subjects the two 
his man or had vnr« had been expected to discuss 
; fatal attraction was the future administration 
untrue and so unfair- & ^ new self- 

imed: “Do you reb areas ***& ** 513X05 of 
hoever is trrine mT Jerusalem. The meeting fol- 

ie is inevitSy 8 «£S SSf JH? 

ie institution 7t Ubera- 

chv as wdP" Ju. a? ton Organisation leader Yas- 
r decision to cha5 » A^ .P 1 . Geneva on 
tims by talking tol ^ nch ^ e, L sa,d . to 

-wasasasa 

ntarian Sir Ted* 
demanded a pofc 
into the leak atxc 
one calls. “Leaks if 
t are becoming noras 
2 ." he said. 


By Nermeen Murad 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordan has 
given the Palestine National 
Authority (PNA) “specific 
proposals" on ways to con- 
duct future economic and 
monetary relations which the 
Kingdom hopes will be stu- 
died by the Palestinian side 
ahead of the next meeting in 
early September. 

These proposals, a senior 
official told the Jordan 
Times, although not in Heu of 
an economic accord between 
the two rides, were in fact 
elements that Jordan wants 
to see incorporated into the 
agreement so that it would be 
upgraded to a more technical 
and serious leveL He did not 
reveal the details of foe prop- 
osals. 

Jordan, foe official said, 
“was not disappointed" that 
Jordan ian-Pales tinian meet- 
ings on Sunday and Monday 
did not produce a signing of 
the Jordanian-Palestinian 
economic agreement because 
the Kingdom was seeking to 
update the pact from its pre- 
viously general form to a 
more tedmical and specific 
one. 

“We want to update the 


pact and get way more speci- 
fic,” another official said also 
on condition of anonymity. 
“We are not in a hurry at 
all." 

Jordan and the Palestinians 
have twice drafted an econo- 
mic pact to govern their fu- 
ture cooperation, in January 
and in April, but the Palesti- 
nians have stalled over foe 
signing of foe accord became 
of articles in that agreement, 
among other things, which 
give foe Central Bank of Jor- 
dan authority on the opera- 
tion of banks in the West 
Bank and Gaza, something 
that foe Palestinians felt took 
away from the symbols of 
their sovereignty. 

The accord, a one and a 
half page summary of objec- 
tives, remained a source of 
continued uneasiness be- 
tween the two rides after It 
first became ap p ar e nt that 
foe Palestinians were not 
ready to commit themselves 
to its general guidelines. 

While the Palestinian dele- 
gates who held talks here this 
week were still not mandated 
from their leadership to con- 
dude any agreements, the 
Jordanians say that they 
found a new sense of “prag- 
matism and commitment" 


from foe Palestinian side, 

“They arrived with a new 
conciliatory tone that was 
apparently a result of dealing 
with the reality on the ground 
in foe occupied territories,” 
one official told the Jordan 
Times. 

Privately, officials add, 
Palestinian delegates “did 
not have all foe economic 
knowledge to conduct foe 
kind of technical negotiations 
that were needed before any 
agreement can be readied 
and signed." 

“This is why we have given 
them written and specific 
proposals which can be stu- 
died by foe Palestinian eco- 
nomists and we will hopefully 
be able to discuss them in 
more detail during foe next 
meeting," the official said. 

During foe two-day meet- 
ings. according to foe Jorda- 
nian officials, many of the 
Palestinian questions and 
grievances were addressed 
“hopefully satisfactorily.” 

One of the Palestinian de- 
legation’s main concerns, 
according to sources, was 
Jordan’s “dealing with the 
Pales tinian self-rule authority 
as if it is only in charge of 
Gaza and Jericho and not an 
authority that would expand 


io cover the whole West 
Bank." 

This grievance is apparent- 
ly in reference to the King- 
dom’s agreement with Israel 
to export $30 mini on in con- 
sumer goods to the West 
Bank areas outride the self- 
rule authority. 

“We realise that this must 
be upsetting to them, but it is 
necessary for us to do that 
because this is what their own 
agreement with Israel has 
produced.” a senior official 
said. 

“We told them that we can 
only deal with the develop- 
ment on foe Palestinian front 
stage by stage," he added, 
explaining that the reason 
Jordan had to gain the per- 
mission of Israel to export 
ceramics, for example, “is 
because the Pales tinian self- 
rule authority cannot provide 
Jordan with an import licence 
or open foe entry points for 
Jordanian exports." 

“We can understand their 
grievance but this is also the ■ 
reality that they had cre- 
ated,” the official added. 

Jordan’s main message to 
foe Palestinian ride, accord- 
ing to officials, was that they 

(Conttaued on page 7) 


Jordan-Israel border 
commission in north 

TEL AVIV (Agencies) — for its land and greater access 
Israel and Jordan opened to water resources abutting 
negotiations Tuesday over a the bonier are foe most dim- 
border dispute in the north- cult issues in the negotia- 
em Galilee, one of several tions. 
key issues that have to be dm- ki 
overcome before a 

agreement cotdd be signed. Tuesdart talks at Beit Gav- 
The talks centre on a small, . « • I nm*h of tKe . u jm 

S l ta7£ ,r M Ml J£ 

kiforaSw.^ " ion lomhtS ^ '***“ 

the Sea of Galilee, reports mid the egeo- 

™ Kor ^ “dud*** technical details 

iiSinvt about how to resolve the 

dispute, such as whether 
re ’ B adtivated maps or experts would be 
a kibbutz. called upon. 

The talks follow a non- . . _ 

belligerency declaration Nafoer the defence nor 
rignea in Washington July 25 foreign ministries had any 
by Israel and foe subsequent comment on the talks, which 
opening of a border crossing were expected to continue 
near the Red Sea ports of through Wednesday. 

Eilat and Aqaba on Aug. 8. Israeli officials said the 
The 46-year formal state of commission was made up of 
war between them meant die 11 officers — six Israelis and 
border was never demur- five Jordanians, 
cated. Jordan is claiming The Jordanians would re- 
some 380 square kilometres turn home late Tuesday, be- 
in farm and desert land cur- fore continuing their work in 
rently under Israeli control. Israel Wednesday, the offi- 
The Jordanian demands dais said. 


Pakistan has atomic bomb, 
ex-premier Sharif says 


ISLAMABAD (Agendes) — 
Pakistan's former Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif said 
Tuesday that his country has 
nudear weapons. 

Mr. Sharif, speaking to a 
public rally at Neela Butt m 
Pakistan-controlled Kashmir, 
said be would confirm Kash- 
miri leader Sardar Abdul 
Qayyum Khan's statement 
that “both Pakistan and India 
have atomic bombs.” 

The government’s stand to 
date has been that Pakistan 
has foe ability to manufacture 
nudear weapons, but it has 
decided not to make one — a 
position also voiced by Mir. 
Sharif during his rale. 

• Mr. Sharif, who was in 
office for two and a half yean 
until he resigned in 1993 amid 
a political crisis, warned In- 
dia against launching a nuc- 
lear attack against Pakistan. 

The independent Pakistani 
news agency Pakistan Press 
International (PPI) quoted 
■him as saying; “I confirm that 
Pakistan possesses an atom 
bomb.” 

He also disclosed that dur- 


ing- his rule,- -the— Pakistan 
government had given large 
sums of money to a religious 
political party for aiding foe 
“jihad (holy war)” in the 
Indian-controlled southern 
two thirds of Kashmir. 

Mr. Sharif, criticising 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhut- 
to’s government for what be 
called an ineffective policy on 
Kashmir, said Pakistan 
should extent “all-out” sup- 
port to the Kashmiri “free- 
dom straggle.” 

Pakistan has said in the 
past that it has acquired foe 
capability to make nuclear 
weapons but has decided ss a 
matter of policy not to make 
them, 

Berlin's justice ministry 
said on Tuesday it was still 
investigating a possible Pakis- 
tani link to nudear smug- 
gling. 

Ministry spokesman Frank 
Thiel said the documents, 
which led Berlin police to 
suspect Islamabad had some 
part in an illegal plutonium 
trade, turned out not to im- 
plicate Pakistan. 


PNC members, activists step up 
campaign against Arafat’s efforts 


By s Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Nearly 60 mem- 
bers of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC) on Tuesday 
joined mounting opposition 
to Palestine liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat’s efforts to 
convene a PNC meeting in 
Gaza and amend the PLO 
charter. 

The names of foe 59 mem- 
bers of the PNC were among 
the 171 signatories to a state- 
ment issued here rejecting 
Mr. Arafat’s call and declar- 
ing that Mr. Arafat no longer 
had any authority to act on 
behatf of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. 

Other signatories included 
members of the Palestine 
Central Council, former 
members of foe PLO Execu- 
tive Committee, union lead- 
ers, beads of PLO factions 
opposed to the Israeli-PLO 
autonomy deal and indepen- 
dent Palestinian activists. 

The statement was the 
strongest response yet to Mr. 
Arafat, who has committed 
himself to amending clauses 
in foe PLO charter calling for 
foe elimination of foe state of 
Israel. 

The commitment, which 
was made when the PLO and 
Israel recognised each other 
in September in foe run-up to 
foe signing of foe landmark 
axordof Palestinian auton- 


omy, was renewed by Mr. 
Arafat during a June meeting 
with Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin and Foreign 
Minister Shimon peres in 
Paris. 

PLO sources have said that 

any Israeli redeployment of 

forces from the West Bank 
and Palestinian elections to a 
self-rule council as part of the 
autonomy accord was contin- 
gent on amendments to the 
charter. 

Informed PLO sources said 
many other members of the 
PNC did not sign the state- 
ment simply because they <fid 
not want to be seen as offi- 
cially associated with foe 
“o p po si tion.” 

“Many members are not 
opponents of the (autonomy) 
accord readied in Oslo, but 

PNC in Ghrarwhile thc lsracH 
occupation of the land is still 
continuing,” said one source. 

“They would not attend 
such a . meeting,” said foe 
source. “But they are willing 
to attend a PNC meeting if 
convened outside foe Palesti- 
nian territories in any Arab 
conntxy where a total reas- 
sessment of the present 
Palestinian situation could be 
made and suitable decisions 
could be taken.” 

The statement issued here 
on Tuesday said: 

“The agreements that Yas- 
ser Arafat readied with the 


government of Israel, the de- 
claration of principles, foe 
first Cairo agreeme n t and the 
second Cairo agreement, are 
null and void and non- 
committing to the Palestinian 
people. 

“Mr. Arafat does not have 
the authority to speak in the 
name of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation or commit 
it to anything," mentioned in 
the Sept. 9 letters to Mr. 
Rabin and “there is do text of 
any Palestinian legislation 
that gives Mr. Yasser Arafat 
foe authority to issue such 
commitments,” said the 
statement. 

“It is not permissible in 
principle to bold a meeting of 
the Palestine National Coun- 
cil under the shadow of foe 
Israeli occupation authority 
because the Palestinian land, 
including Gaza and Jericho, 
are stilt held by foe Israeli 
government, its military 
forces and intelligence appar- 
ata,” it said. 

“We reject convening the 
PNC under the shadow of the 
Israeli occupation authority 
and would like to explain to 
foe Arab Palestinian people 
in particular and the Arab 
Nation in general that Artide 
33 of the Palestinian National 
Charter requires that a spe- 
cial quorum be available for 
tile PNC in order to amend 
the national charter. 

“The artide states that: 


This charter shall not be 
amended except by a two- 
thirds majority of die Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisa- 
tion’s National Council in a 
special session called for that 
purpose.’” 

The statement also said 
Mr. Arafat “does not to have 
the authority to introduce 
any amendments to foe mem- 
bership of the council or to 
name persons for die coun- 
cil's membership or to change 
the coundTs membership as 
it was since its 20th session 
whether from the inride or 
from the diaspora." 

The statement said that 
articles of the charter, “in- 
cluded in foe annulment deri- 
sion to which Arafat has com- 
mitted himself, are the intro- 
ductory articles (1-7) which 
affirm that Palestine is the 
homeland of the Arab 
Palestinian people and dm* 
the Arab Palestinian people 
have the legitimate tight to 
their land, and that the 
Palestinian identity is original 
and does not disappear as a 
result of disasters ami di- 
aspora, and articles 8-18 
which call on the Palestinian 
people to struggle to liberate 
their land and to disregard 
marginal conflicts among its 
ranks to the basic one with 
Zionism and coknriafism and 
call for national unity and 

( C on tinued on page 7) 
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Prime Minister Abdul Salem M^afi is seen off and Minister of State Abdul Baqi Jammob 
upon his departure for the U.S. on Tuesday by (Petra photo) 

Interior Minister Sahuneh (right) 

Negotiations have natural 
ups and downs — Maj ali 

Every point was covered in t alks with 
Palestinians, premier says before flying to U.S. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Prime 
Minister Abdul Salam Majali 
said Tuesday foe speed of 
progress in the Jordanian- 
Israeli negotiations varies 
from time to time and that to 
think that the negotiations 
were Mocked at any point in 
time was wrong. 

In an interview with the 
Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
before departing to the U.S.,- 
Dr. Majali said Jordanian- 
Israeli negotiations on any 
issue, no matter bow simple, 
would consume much efforts 
and time. 

“In fact we discuss baric 
issues thoroughly and this 


takes time, especially when 
discussing the border and wa- 
ter issues, because it is impor- 
tant to have full agreement 
between the Jordanian and 
Israeli sides on these issues to 
resolve them,” be said. 

He said that when a nego- 
tiator states that no progress 
was achieved on one day, 
• “the press will make it as if 
foC 'Wholc -negations are 
stumbling." 

He said it was natural to 
have negotiations p rogres si ng 
or feeing obstacles and it is 
the duty of foe negotiator to 
remove these obstacles. 

“Some time ago people 


thought that foe road was 
blocked as if we were doing 
nothing but normalising rela- 
tions (with Israel). This is a 
flagrant mistake because in 
feet we are discussing princip- 
al issues and because they are 
principal they take time." 

Dr. Majali stressed that 
Jordanian-Palestinian rela- 
tions are deeply-rooted. 

Describing these relations 
as brotherly, be emphasised 
that they should not be 
“affected by tight winds" and 
some differences in views on 
a certain point. 

(Continued on page 7) 


Israelis wound two in Gaza 
amid PLO law and order moves 


GAZA CITY (Agencies) — 
Israeli soldiers guarding a 
Jewish settlement on the 
autonomous Gaza Strip shot 
and wounded two Palestinian 
teenagers, one of them 
seriously, hospital sources 
and witnesses said Tuesday. 

The soldiers opened fire 
when youths from Khan 
Yunis camp threw stones at 
watch-towers near foe Neve 
Dekalim settlement. 

Merfaq Abdul Qader, 18, 
was shot in the arm and was 
in serious condition in hospit- 
al. Samer Abdul Rahman 
Hassan, 14, was released af- 
ter treatment. 

More than 44,000 Palesti- 
nians live in the sprawling 
Khan Y unis camp which is 
surrounded on three rides by 
an Israeli army base guarding 
11 settlements. 

Meanwhile, foe Palestinian 
attorney-general said Tues- 
day that four police officers 
allegedly responsible for the 
death under torture of a 
Palestinian detainee will be 
tried in civil court next 


month. 

Attorney-General Khaled 
Al Qudra said the four offic- 
ers face unspecified prison 
terms for the beating death of 
Rafeh resident Farid Al Jar- 
bua during interrogation. 

“The four officers will be 
trier! at the start of Septem- 
ber,” Mr. Qudra said in a 
telephone interview from his 
Gaza office. 

The accused officers were 
freed a month ago on baS. 

The trial announcement 
came after another volatile 
week in Rafeh, where a 
Palestinian police officer was 
arrested after shooting dead a 
16-year-old boy from a rival 
dan during an altercation. 

The beating death was the 
first after foe Palestinian 
police took over self-rule in 
Gaza in May and is consi- 
dered a test case of the Ara- 
fat administration’s commit- 
ment to democracy (sec page 
2). 

Jarbua, 28, was arrested 
June 25 in Rafah by Palesti- 
nian intelligence agents who 


suspected that he worked as 
an Israeli informant and tried 
to recruit others. 

Jarbua died in the night 
from July 4 to July 5 and 
Palestinian officials 
announced his death two 
days later. 

His family said that they 
were shocked by the state of 
his body, which was covered 
with blue and red braises. 

Jar bus's death triggered 
sharp responses from human 
right groups and raised fear 
about the methods of the 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) police among 
Palestinians anxious to see an 
end to the kind of abuses that 
took place during the Israeli 
occupation. 

The trial decision was wel- 
comed by Hanan Ashrawi. 
former Palestinian spokes- 
woman and human rights 
campaigner who took the 
case up with Palestinian lead- 
er Yasser Arafat. 

“It is clear that the attor- 

(Continncd on page 7) 


Israel, PLO reach deal 
on taxation and budget 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Israel 
and foe Palestine Liberation 
Oiganisation (PLO) clinched 
agreement Tuesday on the 
last issue holding up the ex- 
tension of Palestinian self- 
rale in foe West Bank, PLO 
chief negotiator Nabfl Shaath 
announced. 

“We have agreed on taxes 
and the budget," he said. 

An agreement on finance 
was the remaining obstacle 
following agreements on 
transferring powers in health 

care, social welfare, tourism 
and education. 

The two rides would now 
hammer out foe details of a 
global document setting out 
the principles of an early 
transfer or powers in all of 
foe five spheres. 

“We are going to finish this 
track of the negotiations 
tomorrow (Wednesday),” 
opening the way to the 
second phase of Palestinian 
autonomy, be said. 

Dr. Shaath said the trans- 


fer of powers in education 
started Sunday and would be 
completed in time for the 
start of the new school year 
on Sept. 1. 

He said the two sides were 
still working out a timetable 
to transfer powers in foe 
other four areas, allowing 
Palestinians to run their own 
affairs in foe West Bank. 

The talks opened here 
Monday at a Cairo hotel with 
both rides pledging to work 
all out to reach a deal by foe 
target signing date of 
Wednesday. 

Palestinian self-rale was 
launched in foe Gaza Strip 
and Jericho with the signing 
of foe May 4 accord in Cairo. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said the accord 
which was being finalised was 
a “very important step.” 
“Gaza and Jericho were 
the first step and are to be 
followed by others within foe 
framework of foe agreed 
timetable” set out in Septem- 


ber's declaration of princi- 
ples, he added. 

The Palestinians are eager 
to reach an agreement on 
early empowerment to move 
to another phase of the peace 
deal — a redeployment of 
Israeli troops in the West 
Bank to allow for Palestinian 
national elections. 

Dr. Shaath said both sides 
were working hard to solve 
the problems feeing them on 
the last and most difficult 
sphere — taxation. "But 
there should be no problem 
since we agreed to wrap up 
by Wednesday anyway." 

The handover of responsi- 
bility for direct taxation of 
the West Bank’s nearly one 
million Palestinians has been 
the main obstacle in foe talks. 
The Palestinian authority 
needs to raise funds for set- 
ting a mechanism for collect- 
ing taxes and hiring em- 
ployees. 
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Palestinian authority faces test 
in preventing blood feuds 


RAF AH (AFP) — Fai thf ul 
to bedouin tradition, the 
family of a 16-year-old boy 
recently killed in a dash with 
Palestinian police initially re- 
fused to bury his body. 

Only after senior Palesti- 
nian officials promised a 
speedy investigation did the 
elders take possession of 
Saleh A1 Shaer’s body, in- 
stead of first killing a member 
of another bedouin family in 
revenge. 

In its first serious test case, 
the new Palestinian National 
Authority (PNA) may face a 
tough task in enforcing the 
law and preventing blood 
feuds among families tied to 
ancient traditions. 

Shaer was killed Saturday 
night after police stopped a 
"roup of youngsters during a 
search for criminals. A fight 
broke out and the police fired 
it: the -*ir and at random, 
fatally mounding the 
teena£«T. 

Palestinian notice said he 
was killed by on. and 
the seven policemen ». ,./ed 
are now under investigation, 
said Prosecutor o^n^rai 
Khaled Al Qudra. 

“It's true that tribal tradi- 
tions are important," Mr. 
Qudra said. 

“But the people also have 
faith in the law.*' 

Under the pre-1967 Egyp- 
tian law in force in the auton- 
omous Gaza Strip the death 
penalty can be applied for 
premeditated murder. 

Mohammad Al Shaer, an 
uncle of the dead teenager, 
argued that it would be “im- 
possible to make peace with 
the guilty family.'* 

“We now have a pact, a 
waiting period until the guilty 


person is executed according 
to Islam and our law. 

“The killer must be ex- 
ecuted, or people will start 
shooting and taking the law 
into their own hands,” he 
warned. 

It was not the custom 
among the bedouin to bury 
the body “until someone, 
anyone, from the guilty fami- 
ly has been killed," he ex- 
plained. 

The tradition of blood 
feuds was suspended during 
the 27-year Israeli occupation 
to avoid internal strife and 
undermining Palestinian re- 
sistance. 

“Our young activists used 
to mask their faces and warn 
people not to died blood, and 
we used to reconcile oppos- 
ing families. 

“But that has finished now. 
We have our national author- 
ity and we want a public trial 
and a public execution,** 
Mohammad Al Shaer sakL 

The Shaer family claims to 
have 40,000 members in 
Gaza and its nomadic lineage 
goes back a long way. 

They settled in Rafah and 
became urbanised but still 
-r^rt to their old customs. 

i heir influence in Rafah 
was evident when more than 
\2xjL people turned up at 
young Shaer’s funeral Mon- 
day, ir.chiding senior police 
and intelligence officers. 

There were angry scenes 
Sunday when hundreds of 
people marched on the house 
of the Palestinian policeman 
they believed shot the youth. 

The family of 1st Lieute- 
nant Musa Abu Samahdana, 
who is being held for ques- 
tioning in the case, also has a 
bedouin background. 


Although much fewer in 
number than the Shaer, the 
Abu Samahdanas have a 
reputation for toughness, ac- 
quired during the intifada. 

They executed more than 
30 alleged collaborators with 
Israel, according to wit- 
nesses. 


At least three of the family 
members, including Musa, 
are now in the Palestinian 
police and intelligence forces. 
' Both families trade accusa- 
tions of drag dealing, pros- 
titution and collaboration 
with Israel. 

“During the intifada, our 
family was io charge of safe- 
guarding morals here,” said 
Suleiman Abu Samai«fapn - a 
brother of Musa. 


In the name of Fateh 
Hawks, loyal to Yasser Ara- 
fat, “we used to beat some 
people, put them under 
house arrest and kill them if 
necessary,” he said, adding 
that many of those 
“punished** were from the 
Shaer family. 

Bat Abu Samahdana 
laughed off any possibility of 
vendetta killings. 

“We never lolled on a per- 
sonal level, always as Fateh 
Hawks. 


“If everyone takes revenge 
on us for the killings, there 
will be no more Abu 
Samahdanas left.” 

He insisted his brother 
Musa was innocent . 

“If there is an open trial 
and enough evidence to im- 
plicate him, we will accept 
♦he court’s decision. 

“But if they pass a sent- 
ence just to satisfy the Shaer 
family, we will reject it*’ he 
said. 


Fearing Third World deluge, 
Israel rethinks liberal immigration 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Fear 
that millions of people will 
try to escape the poverty 
of Africa, Asia and Latin 
America by claiming Jew- 
ish ancestry to immigrate to 
Israel is sparking a reas- 
sessment of the country’s 
liberal immigration laws. 

Deputy Foreign Minister 
Yossi Beilin called for 
amending the “law of re- 
turn" that allows any appli- 
cant with one Jewish grand- 
parent instant citizenship, 
Israel Radio reported 
Monday. 

Mr. Beilin, who was 
visiting Copenhagen, was 
quoted as saying the law — 
passed in 194S when the 
Jewish state was destitute 
and not a potential draw 
for non-Jews — is too liber- 
al now that Israel is a re- 
latively wealthy, industrial- 
ised country. 

Mr. Beilin’s proposal 
won swift support from 
Rabbi Avraham Ravitz, a 
religious legislator, who 
said he would fight to 
amend the law. 

“When you have today 
such misery in Asia and 
Africa and all kinds of 
world-savers want to bring 
to our small and fragile 
state millions who are not 
Jews... I am definitely for 
changing the law of re- 
turn,” Mr. Ravitz told 
Israel Radio. 

The assault on the law, 
passed in 194$. appears to 
have been sparked by re- 
cent reports that up to 300 
million Indians could claim 
links to the ancient tribe of 
Menashe. 

Israel's immigration 
minister last week termed 
the Indian tribe “a curios- 
ity” and advised its mem- 
bers to wait for the Messiah 
before applying to immi- 


grate. 

But Israel might have in- 
advertently created a pre- 
cedent by allowing some 
60 of its members in " as 
tourists during the last two 
years. They remained as 
immigrants after agreeing * 
to Israeli rabbis* demands 
they undergo a strict con- 
version to Judaism. 

According to reports, 
hundreds of thousands of 
Indians have approached 
the Israeli embassy in New 
Delhi for applications. 

In a statement faxed to 
the Associated Press Mon- 
day, the embassy of India 
in Israel denounced the re- 
ports as “sheer exaggera- 
tion." 

But potential immigrants 
of debatable Jewishness are 
found across the globe. 

There are reports up to a 
third of the 600,000 former 
Soviet citizens who Israel 
has been struggling to 
absorb over the past four 
years are not Jewish. - 

There are also nearly 
20.000 former Ethiopians 
among the new arrivals, 
whose difficult adjustment 
to modern life has sparked 
unease about a possible 
onslaught of immigrants 
from the Third World that 
could far outnumber 
Israel’s population of 5.4 
million. 

- There is disagreement 
over whether to accept 
hundreds of thousands of 
distant relatives of the 
Ethiopian Jews who are 
Christian but also claim 
Jewish roots or immigra- 
tion rights on the basis of 
family reunification. 

In Peru, one rabbi has 
discovered a tribe of appa- 
rent native Americans also 
claiming Jewish roots. 

“Imagine that now some 


reform rabbis now go to 
Rwanda and instantly con- 
vert a million people," Mr. 
Ravitz said, referring to the 
relatively liberal religious 
conversion policies of the 
reform branch of Judaism. 

Although Israel has a vir- 
tual monopoly of the more 
conservative orthodox 
stream, the “law of return” 
recognises reform conver- 
sions as well. 

Social commentator 
Zeev Chafetz argued that 
Israel should cancel the 
“law of return” but grant 
Jews preference on a case- 
by-case basis, excluding 
“bogus or tangential Jewish 
credentials." 


Rantisi’s 
trial delayed 


EREZ (AFP) — The trial of 
an alleged Hamas activist was 
adjourned for the sixth time 
Tuesday after Palestinian 
prosecution witnesses failed 
to attend an Israeli military 
court held here. 


Sources said the court may 
have to drop charges against 
Abdul Aziz Rantisi, accused 
of anti-Israeii activities, if the 
Palestinian prosecution wit- 
nesses who live in Gaza fail to 
appear. 


Under the May 4 auton- 
omy accord Israel does not 
have the right to force resi- 
dents from the self-rule areas 
of Gaza and Jericho to 
appear in court. 


Presiding Judge Colonel 
Moshe Matakm adjourned by 
Dr. Rantia’s trial for four 
weeks, but refused a defence 
request for his release on bail 
saying it should be put in 
writing. 



LEBANON-CYPRUS TIES; Cyprus Foreign EBas Hrawi in Beirut. Mr. Mkhaefides was oa 
Minister Alekos Nfidaefides (left) shakes the second day of his official visit to Lebanon 
on Tuesday with Lebanese President (AFP photo) 


Diplomats 
in dark in 
Egypt-Sudan 
dispute 


CAIRO (AP) — Sudanese 
and Egyptian diplomats have 
a dim view of each other 
these days. Cutting electricity 
to each other’s embassy has 
become the latest tactic in a 
diplomatic battle-. 

Diplomats on both sides 
aim reported that they have 
no running water and few 
telephone lines. 

The utility duel is the latest 
episode in the deepening rift 
between Egypt and Sudan 
that involves a land dispute 
along with allegations of ter- 
rorism and mistreatment of 
diplomats. 

Sudan’s embassy in Cairo 
has been without electricity 
and water since last Thurs- 
day, diplomats told the 
Associated Press as they sat 
in their hot, dark quarters. 

“This is an escalation and 
retaliation,** said Ibrahim 
Matar, the Sudanese consul. 
“We have a problem.” 

The telephone operator! at 
Egypt’s embassy in the 
Sudanese capital Khartoum 
said the building bad been 
without light ana water since 
Sunday. 

Egypt’s Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) said that 
electricity and water also had 
been cot to Egypt’s defence 
office in Khartoum. 

In recent weeks, both sides 
have filed formal protests ab- 
out diplomats being roughed 
up on the streets. 

And Cairo has complained 
that Sudan has confiscated a 
number of rest houses used 
by agricultural teams, homes 
used by teachers and the 
Egyptians’ social club in 
Khartoum. 

Hassan Gad Al Haq, 
Egypt’s ambassador to Sudan 
who currently is here on holi- 
day, called for an end to the 
tit-for-tat incidents. 

“If there were any differ- 
ences between the two coun- 
tries, they should be solved 
within a framework of under- 
standing,” Mr. Haq said. 
“We should solve our prob- 
lems in a civitised manner.” 

He said there were no 
plans to reduce Egypt’s di- 
plomatic presence in Sudan 
and added that a planned 
Egypt-Sudan soccer match 
would be held as scheduled 
Sept. 5 in Khartoum. 

Relations between the 
neighbouring countries began 
souring during the 1990-91 
Gulf crisis, in which Sudan 
backed Iraq while Egypt par- 
ticipated in the U.S.-led 
coalition that liberated 
Kuwait. 


Freed prisoners see 
Jericho as new jail 


JERICHO (AFP) — The 
self-rule enclave of Jericho in 
the West Bank may bold out 
the promise of freedom for 
some, but for one group of 
Palestinians released by 
Israel, Jericho has come to 
resemble a new prison. 

Abdul Jabbar Ahmad 
Daud was freed from Israeli 
detention last week, but he is 
still unhappy. 

’‘It feels like being trans- 
ferred from one cell to 
another bigger one. I don't 
feel the joy of liberation,” 
Mr. Abdul Jabber explained, 
pacing up and down the 
school yard serving as the 
former prisoners’ new home. 

He was among 250 de- 
tainees released on condition 
that they completed their 
sentences inside the 52- 
square-kilometre self-rule 
aiea. 

“My family came to visit 
yesterday, but they went 
back to Hebron soon after. 
We hardly have enough room 
ourselves to sleep here,” be 
said. 

. Another former prisoner, 
Fathi Gaith, complained that 
up to 15 were sleeping to one 


room, “in suffocating heat.” 

Lacking privacy, the for- 
mer prisoners have found 
that the school yard is the 
most practical place to meet 
their families. 

Defying the overcrowding. 
Urn Mahmud, wife of Kamel 
Kamhawi, spent the night in 
the school yard with her five 
children so as to be close to 
her 45-year-old husband. 

“Our joy is not complete 
since my husband cannot go 
home” to Nablus, another 
West Bank town, she said. 

■ But sbe acknowledged that 
the Palestinian Authority was 
treating the prisoners* fami- 
lies wdU during their stay, 
giving them food and mat- 
tresses. 

At the entrance to the 
school an aimed Palestinian 
guard takes the papers of 
visitors and returns them 
when they leave. 

Most of those formerly 
held in Israeli jails were 
charged with killing sus- 
pected Palestinian collabor- 
ators, and the authorities 
want to prevent revenge 
attacks by the victims* fami- 
lies. 


Red tape and tension 
hamper Kurdish rule 


ANKARA (R) — Tension 
between feuding factions in 
northern Iraq and bureaucra- 
tic red tape in the de-facto 
Kurdish government have led 
to deep fissures in the local 
administration, spokesmen 
for the Iraqi Kurds say. 

“In the 1992 elections the 
outcome was a 50-50 balance 
of power, which was neces- 
sary at the tune,** said Saf- 
feen Dizayee, Ankara repre- 
sentative of the Kurdistan 
Democratic Party (KDP). 

“That worked when every- 
body, including international 
media, focused on us,” he 
said. “But now the system 
has virtually collapsed with 
all tiie bureaucracy and red 
tape involved.” - 

The English-language Tur- 
kish Daily News quoted an 
Iraqi Kurdish official as 
saying: ‘The (50-50) scheme 
resulted in duality in adminis- 
trations, dauhty in military 
set-up, daulity in all forms 
and thus created bot- 
tlenecks.” 

Reports of new clashes at 
the weekend among the top 
two factions and Islamic mili- 
tants underscored the 
tenuous bold of the local gov- 
ernment, a power-sharing 
deal between the (KDP) arid 
the Patriotic Union of Kur- . 
distan (PUK). 


. Iranian radio said “heavy 
casualties” wen*, inflicted in 
fighting in the Qala Dizeh 
region. There was no inde- 
pendent report on the num- 
ber of casualties. 

Mr. Dizayee said Iraqi 
Kurds looked to elections, 
due in May, for a realistic 
shift in power and a more 
streamlined government.. 

The PUK’s Ankara 
spokesman denied the system 
bad collapsed. 

“The system is not. so 
fine,” said . Shazad Saib. 
“There are unsolved 'prob- 
lems. But it has not collapsed 
— I deny that. If both parties 
are very sincere this can 
work.” 


Kurds took control of 
much of northern Iraq after 
Western forces provided pro- 
tection following tiie 1991 
Gulf war. In 1992 they held 
elections, setting up a region- 
al government with the KDP 
and the PUK sharing power. 

But the last two years have 
witnessed much strife be- 
tween the two g ro u ps in pow- 
er as well as Muslim militant 
factions. 

. The parties said on June 23 

they bad resolved their dis- 
pute after talks in Paris, but 
Mr. Dizayee reported more 
sporadic fighting . 


Bethlehem to have first 
Palestinian Christmas 


BETHLEHEM (AP) — 
Palestinians will be in charge 
of Christmas celebrations in 
tiie city where Jesus was bom 
for the first lime this year, the 
Israeli and Palestinian ’tour- 
ism minis ters said Monday. 

“This Christmas will be 
under the Palestinian author- 
ity,” Israeli Tourism Minister 
Uzi Baram told reporters af- 
ter meeting with Elias Freij, 
who doubles as Pal e s tin ian 
tourism minister and mayor 
of Bethlehem. 

“We would tike to cele- 
brate Christmas this year 
under the flags of peace,” 
Mr. Freij joined in. He added 
that fie was considering invit- 
ing world leaders to Beth- 
lehem for the cvfcnt. 

It would .be a sharp con- 
trast to. recent years, 'when 
Mr. Fteij led efforts each 
year between 1987 and 1992 
to shut the city of 30,000 
down at Christmas because of 
tire Palestinian uprising, and 
Israel’s tourism ministry did 
its best to bring in Christian 
pilgrims. 

Mr. Baram said that tiie 
Palestinians would have con-' 
trol of tourism as part of the 
“early empowerment,” the 
phase of the Israel-Palestine 
liberation Organisation 
(PLO) peace accord during 
which Palestinian authority 
will extend from the selfd-nle 
areas in tiie Gaza Strip and 


Jericho into tile rest of the 

West’ Bank. ;• 

The Palestinians are dq&fc 
assume control of edu cat^ 
throughout the West Baft 

this week, . and Israeli and 
Palestinian teams in Gtim 
were working out transjjjf. 
ring responsibility for toft, 
don, health and welfare^ 
the Palestinians by ti » end of 
the year. ^ 

The final stage wiH be'jfc 
transfer of police powcr&n 
major West Bank populate 
centres to the Palestinian 
due to take place in 199$: 
Mr. Freij said that tourism 
will be a major source of 
income for Palestinians in the. 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
“We want to be able to bund- 
.a. successful tourist industry, N 
be said. 

. Mr. Baram said that a jqim 

Israeli-PaJestiniau committee 
would meet next week rin 
order to coordinate Beth- 
lehem Christmas celebra- 
tions. \l 

“We have io work together 
on promotion, marketing and 
infrastructure,” he said. “We 
must do things in. order ’to 
improve and to change the 
celebrations in Bethlehem.** 
Israeli, Jordanian anh? 
Palestinian businessmen have 
already joined in plaimiqg 
joint regional ventures, and 
Israel signed a tourism agree- 
ment with' Jordan last week. 



Lebanon’s Maronlte cleric buried 


BEIRUT (AP) — Maronite Catholic Cardinal Antonioqs*. 
Butros' Khreish was buried Monday, eulogised as a mail 
who sought to stifle the sectarian divisions that caused tiie. 
1975-90 civil war. Kfareish, Lebanon's -highest-ranking 
Maronite cleric, died Friday of natural causes aged 87. He: 
was the only done with a Vatican-bestowed cardinal's rank- 
aiuong the one million-strong Maronite community. Leba>. 
non*s largest Christian sect. Khreish reigned as patriarch of 
Antioch and the entire Orient during the first 10 years of 
the war, in which the majority Muslims rebelled against the*- 
Maromte’s dominance of power. -About 150,000 people 
perished in the conflict, which ended with equal apportion- 
ing of power between Muslims and Christians under an- 
Arab League-brokered accord. Patriarch Nasrallah Sfeir, 
who succeeded Khreish as head of the Maronite Church iff 
1985. led the prayers and funeral procession Monday ft-' 
Bkirlti, the traditional hilltop seat of Maronite patriarchs ■ 
north -of Beirut. President Elias Hrawi, a Maronite, Prime 1 
Minister Rafik Hariri, a Sunni Muslim, and Parliament 1 
Speaker Nabih Bern, a Shiite Muslim, attended the funeral ; 
along with scores of cabinet-ministers - \ 1 


S. Arabia io set up ties in East Europe : - 


DUBAI (R) — Saudi Arabia is ' to establish formal k 
diplomatic relations with Hungary, Poland and the Czech*? 
Republic and boost ties' with other Eastern European] 
countries, the Saudi Press Agency said on Monday. It said 
the council of ministers approved a Foreign Minister 
proposal to form diplomatic ties with the three countries 
and appoint non-resident Saudi ambassadors. The council 
also formally recognised Slovenia, Croatia, Slovak Repub-: 
lie and “other Eastern European nations recognised by the 
kingdom to give them the opportunity to open embassies in 
Riyadh if they so desire,” the agency reported. 


UAE nationalises university management' 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — The United Arab Emirates. 
(UAE) on Monday appointed a local director foe the stale 
university as part-of a campaign to nationalise its foreigq-' 
dominated workforce, the official news agency WAM. 
reported. Hadef Rashid Al Dahiri, a Western-educated 
professor, was named chief administrator at the Emirates 
Univeraty, tiie first UAE national to take up that post 
since the institution was established in 1976. Four other* 
UAE nationals were appointed his deputies in line with a 
decision issued by the university’s president, Sheikh 
Nahayan Ben Mubarak Al Nahayan, who is also minister of 
higher education and research. “The university is receiving, 
its first national director as it enters a new stage of 
development by reaping the fruits of its efforts to prepare* 
national elements to occupy key posts,” Sheikh Nahayan! 
was quoted as saying. 


Australia to reopen embassy in Beirut; 


CANBERRA (AFP) — Australian Prime Minister Paul 
Keating announced Tuesday that his government would' 1 
r«>pen an embassy in the Lebanese capital Beirut, dosed*" 

JSLvSF,* 80 l?eca ? se A of ^ting. “The government has’ 
deaded to reopen the Australian embassy in Beirut, and t£r 

Jun *. ^ Keating told reporters here/ 
Mr. Keating said the government believed the security* 
situation had improved in Beirut although it was by no 
means perfect. He did notname an ambassador. 
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Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 

Temperatures are expected to 
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altitudes and winds westerly mod- 
erate (0 acme in Aqaba, winds wiD 
be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 
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Aqaba 26/38 
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Jordan Valley 24/37 
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AMMAN: 
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Dr. Mustafa Haizallah 683383 
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Kras pharmacy 661912 
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Jordan Television 773111 
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„ - „ *15615 
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RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
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AMMAN: 
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Zarqa Nation! Hospital 

n» Sun Hospital 
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Greek Cubo&c Hospital ( 
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**■25 Paris. Damascus (AF) 

Aden (DY) 

22® Dubai (EK) 

Zk25 Amsterdam (Ki.) 

DEPARTURES 


(RJ) Rights 


HBJAZ RAILWAY 
TRAIN jv 

Dcp- Amman ... MH ».». every Motofiy" 
An-.^maxm 5:00p.m. every Mood^ 
Dep. Damans 730 a.m. every Santo 
Atr. Amman — 5:00 p.m, every Smdqr.. 

MARKET PRICES ■ 

Uppcr/lowcr price in fits per kfc 


Madrid (RJ) 

Rottw 1RJ) 

11:15 Amsterdam. New Ynrir in n 


„ Amsterdam. New Yorit (RJ) 

"2* B^rtin. London (RJ) 

Turns, Casablanca ( RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

22 Colombo (rj) 

22® Beirut (RJ) 

Aqaba, Cairo (RJ) 

22 =*° Caiartra, Ban^ok (RJ) 

... Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ) 


2239 


Rights (Terminal 2) 

Beirut. Paris (AF) 

Beirut (ME) 

;?!! ■: Romc(AZ) 

ItS — U v mac *(CY) 

1&I5 Dhabi }gF) 

lfcW... Abu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 

Amsterdam (KL) 


Apple 700/4008. 

Banana 680. 

Banana (Mukammar) (Off 

Cabbage 120 /w 

Cm™ 1 

Cauliflower 22V ISP 

Cucumbers (large) .. ..... 200/120Z 

Cunimbcra (small) 370 / 288 

Eggplant J. 200/ 120 

Rg 450/ 30&i 

Gallic..; 900000* 

Grapes 280 f 20D J 

Guava ; 550/ 4» 

Lemon 350 /25D* 

Marrow /large) 700119. 

Marrow (small) 420 1 

Mulukhiah iJtfi 

Okra 1200/800*1 

Orange i 500/ 3«H 

Onion (dry) 270 M® 

Sweet Melon 1 188/ Hft’ 

Pepper (hot) 240/140 

Pepper (sweet) 300/201* 

Pomcrgnuiatc 350 / 2*11 

Pwato 380*28ff 

Peaches 800/ 500 1 

Tomato 120/ W' 

String beans 650/ 4WH 

Watermelon 6Qf$J 
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he said ' ^ l0u nst poster of Tourism and Antiquities director of the Higher Council for the 
jv£r, Q (ohamxnad Adwan Tuesday meets in his Tourism Industry in the Palestmum self- 

Israeli -Pau_7- tttBfc* with Bajis Ismail, the executive rale authority (Petra photo) 

would me ^ _ m 

£ hem C ° i c ? 0r( is fordanian, Palestinian tourism officials 
on'Sl^^jieet to review industry cooperation 


!S prom ^"S:“ 


■ „ QO things m , 1 Tourism and Antiquities 
®F BVC . and to cjwflohammad Adwan Tuesday 
i e °rations i n flJTiscussed scopes of coopera- 
Israeli. J 0r( j,„ on between the Palestinian 
Palestinian busing ^df-nile authority and the 
already joined fintay of Tourism at a 
jomt regional ^^Seeting ^th Bajis Ismail, 
Israel signed a tot ,'b* executive director of the 
me nt with JorH, higher Council for the Tour- 
ZJ UTa ^^[tuk terry in the self-rule 


ale support to the Pales tinian 

- authority to help it develop 

S CCerS^- . tourist sites ana facilities. 

C-yried Mr. Tsmail handed a mes- 
atholic C« r-f-r, i , sage to Dr. Adwan from 
Jndav i Anlr E&s Freij. the Minister of 

m divisi-Anc 5?°^ * -^Ttrism in the Palestinian 
n ui visions that aKcanthoritv 

natural"- 5 ”‘® f,es! ' n 'X ■ Also Tuesday, representa- 
n ‘' i:u , SCi tines of die Jordanian Travel 
-K stowed cardinai;; and Tour Agents Society and 
larornte community lr the Higher Council for the 
^ish reigned as patn^'Touiism Industry based in 
luring the first Jflvw Jerusalem, discussed industry 
ttsUm* rebelled agimr - related issues with Ministry 
r About I50.UM K: .of Tourism Assistant Secret- 
ided with equal appb- ary General Abdul Bah Abu 
and Christians una". Awash. 

Patriarch NasraJiai i Dr. Abu Ayyash said that 
?f the Mjroime Qcr tourism constitutes the first 

^1 ^ Moi^ 


sector ro be tackled in the 
peace process and stressed 
the importance of coordina- 
tion between the two sides in 
countering the grave chal- 
lenges facing the region so as 
not to turn the tourism mar- 
ket on both banks of the 
Jordan River into a marginal 
one. 

“We .hope that this meet- 
ing will acquaint us with the 
touristic attractions in Jordan 
and the Palestinian self-rule 
areas and will help us to 
exploit them in the optimal 
manner through preparing 
policies to market these 
attractions abroad," said Dr. 
Abu Ayyash. 

He said that a study is 
currently being conducted to 
define locations which will 
host touristic projects in the 
Dead Sea area, noting that 
there is a three-year plan to 
develop the ancient city of 
Petra. 

Society President Nicola, 
Sabanecn said that time was 
ripe for coordinating tourism 
activities between the sides, 
particularly in unifying laws 
and s t atutes and preparing 


joint marketing programmes. 

The two situs, he added, 
should also work on impro- 
ving services on their borders 
and study the possibility of 
participating in international 
fairs and reducing customs on 
the tourism industry. 

He said peace, security and 
stability are basic factors in 
developing tourism, adding 
that well-studied marketing 
policies were also important, 
and he stressed the need for 
the Jordanians and Palesti- 
nians to work on them. 

President of the council 
Ham Abu Dayyeh reviewed 
at the meeting obstacles fac- 
ing tourism in Palestine and 
stressed that tourism in the 
occupied territories is an in- 
tegral part of. Jordan's 
tourism. 

He said the council was 
currently studying means of 
developing tounsm in the 
Palestinian self-rule areas. 

He said die Palestinians 
are seeking to develop the 
Dead Sea area as a health spa 
and the Jerusalem and Beth- 
lehem areas as religious and 
cultural sites. 


e£S2 


XL J 


Hji 

mm. i 


- H 'X 






lukjnimafl 


i^i! ■ 

(sum”' •• 


%'t 

'If 

St i 


I By Angham Tamimi 

Special to the Jordan Times 

■AMMAN — To discuss the 
^feraiy criticism movement 
'in. Jordan, the Third Amman 
Cultural Meeting was inaugu- 
rated by Minister of Culture 
Juma’a Hammad Monday 
afternoon. 

; “We are concerned with 
presenting creativity and 
literature in Jordan and link- 
ing them with the creative 
:tnovements in the rest of the 
Arab World," said Mr. Ham- 
mad in hjs opening speech. 
“Our other target is to 
t strengthen the relationship 
f between the Arab men of 
fetters." 

• According to the minister, 
talking about criticism proves 
the existence of literature, 
which deserves to be evalu- 
ated. It is literature that cre- 
ates critics, he said. 

;Tbe Arab World has been 
deprived of its unity, each 
country has its own flag, 
national anthem, army, tele- 
viaon and radio stations and 
zgbrts teams, bat should each 
country have its own separate 
literature?, asked Mr. Ham- 
JfnuL He said he hoped that 
Sttratiire and criticism would 
develop one Arab identity. 

■ i/Ibe minister asked the par- 
tigipants to present genuine 
Arab c ri tici sm which helps 
bury corrupted literary pro- 
ducts. He also invited the 
ftafieoce to unveil all related 
gaps and defects, and pin- 
point. obstacles in order to 
enrich and improve the critio- 
*9h movement. 

- Mohan Mousawi of the 
Iraqi Ministry of Culture and 
^formation talked on behalf 
bf-the Arab participants. He 
thanked the Jordanian gov- 
ernment for exerting such a 
great effort to deepen the 
Arab cultural movement. 


During the second session 
Jordanian critic Samir Qeta- 
mi presented his research 
that dealt with the “Literary 
Criticism Movement until the 
1950s”. 

In the eastern part of Jor- 
dan , and during the 
flourishing of the Emirate, 
said Mr. Qetami. several 
political and literary maga- 
zines and journals were 
established, such as A1 Sharq 
A1 Arabin 1923, A1 Jazireh 
A1 Arabia in 1927, A1 Shari” a 
in 1927, Sada Al Arab in 
1927, Jordan in 1927, Al 
Anba' in 1927, Al Hikmeh in 
1932, Wafa’ in 1938, Al 
Jazireh in 1939, Al Ra’id in 
1945, Al Jihad m 1947, Al 
Abd in 1947, Al Nisr in 1947, 
Al Hag in 1947, Al Hurrieh 
in 1948, and Al Yaqdha in 
1948. 

According to Mr. Qetami 
these publications played a 
major role in the political, 
cultural and intellectual life 
of those times. Their role was 
as important as other sim ila r 
ones all over the Arab 
World, he said. 

In addition, the poetry 
gatherings held during this 
period influenced the Jorda- 
nian literary movement, Mr. 
Qetami said. 

Nevertheless, those three 
dfraHwc yielded no books, 
and for this reason, all the 
critics’ viewpoints were pub- 
lished in journals and maga- 
zines, the most effective of 
which were Al Hikmeh, 
jazireh and Al Raid. 

Although Mr. Qetami’s 
paper takes us up to the 
1950s, it makes no connec- 
tion to today’s criticism 
movement The paper also 
fails to mention the effects of 
that earlier period on the" 
present day literary move- 
ment 

Author Salem Nahfaas 


seemed to believe that the 
writer-critic relationship is 
not usually one of accord. 
Mr. Nahhas complained of 
not being understood by 
Jordanian critics. He accused 
the critics of belittling his 
writing because of his politic- 
al and cultural stands. 

“Critics tried to tell me 
how to write, what they liked 
me to write, or what criticism 
schools considered valuable, 
but hi fact, most of them 
avoided reading my works,” 
said Mr. Nahhas. 

“I consider myself the first 
writer who revived the Jorda- 
nian literary theatre by pro- 
ducing works such as Those 
Years’ and ‘Elections’, but no 
critic bothered to lay a finger 
on them.” 

In his presentation, Mr. 
Nahhas was careful to note 
that he was not referring to 
all Jordanian critics, nor to 
some of them, rather be was 
attacking die general trend of 
criticism. Later former Minis- 
ter of Culture Mahmoud 
Samra, the meeting's chair- 
man, described Mr. Nahhas’ 
presentation as honest and 
clear and reflecting the 
speaker himself. 

Finally, poet Ibrahim Nas- 
raila criticised the criticism 
movement in Jordan. He be- 
lieves that critics were auto- 
matically prepared to attack 
any artistic Kteraiy work even 
before laying an eye on it. 

'‘Critics were guided try 
their moods not by their 
sense of objective judge- 
ment,” said Mr. Nasralla. 

The Jordanian writers 
appeared unanimous in 
yfirmarig the critics of failing 
to measure each author's 
work. They also agreed that 
general relations guided cri- 
tics’ judgement and a new 
objective is required. 


Visiting envoy reiterates Russia’s 
support for Jordan’s peace moves 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — A senior Rus- 
sian envoy held talks here 
on Tuesday and reiterated 
his country's support for 
Jordan's moves in the Mid- 
dle East peace process and 
called for strengthened 
trade and economic rela- 
tions between his country 
and the Kingdom. 

Viktor Posovalyuk, a 
personal representative of 
President Boris Yeltsin, 
also described the Syrian 
and Lebanese tracks as an 
essential element of the 
peace process. 

Mr. Posovalyuk, who ar- 
rived here from Syria on 
the third leg of a Middle 
East visit, made the com- 
ments in a meeting with 
Acting Prime Minister 
Thouqan Hindawi, the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra, 
said. 

“Russia welcomes the 
Washington Declaration 
(between Jordan and 
Israel) as a positive step 
and considers it as a major 
move towards ending the 
Arab- Israeli conflict,” said 
Mr. Posovalyuk, head of 
the Middle East and Africa 
Department of the Russian 
Foreign Ministry. 

Petra said Mr. Hindawi 
and Mr. Posovalyuk re- 


viewed the latw 
meats in the pm 
Mr. Hindawi Jg l 

Washington If ^0* 
and subseauera ai^y t 
ments in the Jordan 
Israeli track of the peace 
process as well as other 
tracks as “blocks in the 
structure of a comprehen- 
sive peace in the Middle 
East.” 

Mr. Hindawi and the 
Russian official, who was 
scheduled to leave for 
Israel early Thursday, also 
reviewed bilateral relations 
and stressed the need for 
increased trade and econo- 
mic relations between Jor- 
dan and Russia. 

Diplomatic sources said 
there were no outstanding 
issues between Amman 
and Moscow, and the prob- 
lems related to a debt set- 
tling agreement the two 
sides signed in 1992 were 
resolved. 

The 1992 accord had cal- 
led for settling Jordan's 
debts to the ex-Soviet Un- 
ion which Russia inherited 
partly in cash and partly in 
goods. 

However, Russia is keen 
to increase its exports to 
Jordan. 

After two years of mostly 
haphazard trade — when 
Russian entrepreneurs 
used to dump Russian pro- 
ducts in the international 






Acting Prime Minister Thouqan Hindawi Ambassador to Jordan Alexander Sulta- 
Tuesday meets with special Russian envoy nov and Minister of State for Foreign 
Viktor Pteovalynk (second from right). Affairs Talal Al Hassan (Petra photo) 
The meeting was attended by Russian 


market at cutthroat prices 
— the government of Presi- 
dent Yeltsin is keen io 
launch organised trade with 
all countries. 

• Such issues were not ex- 
pected to have been discus- 
sed in detail during Mr. 
Posovalyuk's visit here 
since the official is more 
involved with political 
issues than economy and 
trade, diplomats noted. 

Mr. Posovalyuk, whose 


country co-sponsors the 
Arab- Israeli peace process 
with the United States, vi- 
sited Lebanon and Syria 
before arriving here. 

One of the key themes of 
his talks in Beirut and 
Damascus was a reaffirma- 
tion of the Russian role in 
the peace process, which is 
effectively guided by the 
United States. Another 
was a Russian effort to 
convince Lebanon and 


Syria to drop their boycott 
of the multilateral phase of 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess. 

Also expected to have 
been discussed during his 
talks in Damascus was 
Syria's military debt, worth 
S10 billion, to Russia. Re- 
ports said Moscow and 
Damascus were looking at 
a formula to settle the debt 
and renew Russian military 
cooperation with Syria. 


Minister, Indian envoy 
review peace process 


> y / «•/ 




AMMAN (Petra) — Minister 
of State Talal Al Hassan 
Tuesday reviewed the latest 
developments of the Middle 
East peace process with visit- 
ing Indian Foreign Secretary 
K. Srmrvasan. 

Mr. Hassan voiced Jor- 
dan's concent for establishing 
a just, comprehensive and 
durable peace in the region, 
saying that progress on the 
Joraanian-Israeli and 
PaJestinian-Israeli tracks will 
give a boost' to the negotia- 
tions an- the other tracks.. 

The minister stressed that 
Jordan will not sign a peace 
treaty until progress is 
achieved on the other trades 
and until all details and issues 
of interest to ail parties in- 
volved are agreed upon. 

' Mr. Hassan praised India’s 
supportive stand towards 
Arab causes and lauded the 


unique Jordan ian-Indian re- 
lations in all fields. 

Mr. Srinivasan praised His 
Majesty King Hussein’s wis- 
dom and courage, saying that 
India supports the signing of 
the Washington Declaration. 

He described the declara- 
tion as the right step on the 
path of achieving a just, com- 
prehensive and durable peace 
in the region. 

The Indian official praised 
bilateral relations between 
his country and Jordan, 
saying that India is one of the 
largest importers of Jorda- 
nians phosphates and fertilis- 
ers. 

Mr. Srinivasan presented 
Mr. Hassan with an invitation 
from his Indian counterpart 
to visit India. 

Also Tuesday Foreign 
Ministry Secretary General 
Nayef Al Haddid reviewed 


mr.. 









Foreign Ministry Secretary General (second from left). Also attending the 
Nayef Al Haddid (second from right) meeting was Indian Ambassador to Jor- 
Tuesday reviews bilateral relations with dan Aran Kumar BodhlnU (Petra photo) 
Indian Foreign Secretary K. Srinivasan 


with the Indian official bi- 
lateral relations and the latest 
developments in the peace 
process. 

The two meetings were 


attended by Indian Ambassa- 
dor to Jordan A run Kumar 
Bodhiraja. 

Later Tuesday Mr. Sriniva- 


Ramtha border post. 

In a departure statement, 
the Indian envoy described 
his talks with Jordanian offi- 


san left Jordan through the rials as fruit and constructive. 


ACROBATIC FUNDRAISING: Young attended by Her Royal Highness Princess Zein 
amJak Tnp«al«y perform at the Bint Al Hnssrin, deputising for Her Royal 
Sports Palace of Al Hussein Youth City to raise S^vath Al Hassan, presi- 

ftads for the Young Women’s Muslim Asbo- dent of the (YWMA) (Petra photo) 
dafloa (YWMA) projects. The functi on was 

Amman Cultural Meeting opens 

No love lost between writers, critics 


University official wins first 
Boutros Ghali scholarship 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Vice 
President for Academic 
Affairs at the University of 
Jordan Mohammad Maqusi 
has recently been selected 
as a winner of the first U.N. 

Secretary General Boutros 
Ghali Scholarship, accord- 
ing to a university state- 
ment Tuesday. 

Dr. Maqusi was notified 
of his award in a letter from 
the chairman of the Found- 
ation for the Support of the 
United Nations. 

The foundation, which 
has headquarters in New 
York and Tokyo was Mohammad Maqusi 
established in 1988 for the 

support of U.N. program- scholarship, one from each 
mes and activities support- continent. Dr. Maqusi, who 
ing community involvement holds a Pb. D. in electrical 
and. promotion of cultural communications from New 
projects. Mexico State University in 

In December 1993, the the U.S., was selected as the 
foundation established the first winner from the Arab 
Boutros Ghali Scholarship countries and Asia, 
aimed at encouraging Awards will be presented 
young world leadership for in special ceremonies to be 
further involvement in held in Tokyo in early 
U.N. activities and interna- September, 
tioual cultural contacts. The guest of honour at 

The foundation has the ceremonies will be the 
selected five winners of the U.N. Secretary General. 




WHAT’S GOING ON 


PLAY 

ir ChOdrea’s (day entitled “Long live the Dead Sea” at 
the Royal Cultural Centre on 18:00. 

ART FESTIVAL 

Festival of artistic works (fodwfing songs, plays, and an 
exhibition of various commodities) at the open theatre, 
the Royal Cultural Centre (5:00 p.m. - 11:00 pjn.). 


☆ Qothhig and fashion industry exhibition at the Interna- 
tional Exhibition Centre, University Rond (Tel. 847113). 

ft- Exhibition of abstract art by Ghakb Nahi and Moham- 
mad Yass at Alia Art Gallery (TeL 539350). 

☆ Children's school needs exhibition at the Amman Inter- 
national Auto EitiHiMon, Airport Road (12*00 noon- 
11:00 pjm.) (TeL 714211). 

4 Painting on copper exhibition by Mohammad Judi at the 
Phoenix Gallery for Art and Culture (TeL 695291). 

iz Exhibition of painting by several Jordanian artists 
entitled <4 The Fact Between Paintings and Viewers As 
Viewed By Artist” at the Royal CuUnral Centre. 


King congratulates Ukraine fiq Krefe 

factories 

AMMAN (Petra) — IBs Majesty King Hus- applicati 
sein Tuesday sent a cable to Ukrainian Presi- cnsurc 
dent Leonid Kravchuk, congratulating him in Kreishar 
his name and on behalf of the Jordanian to cond 
people and government on Urkaine's national factories 
day. King Hussein wished Mr. Kravchuk preservi 
continued good health and happiness and the fands ant 
Urkaine people further progress and prosper- was set 
ity- council i 

MajalS receives messages of appreciation dcSg 

. , , includes 

AMMAN (Petra) — Prime Minister Abdul ^ater a 
Salam Majali Tuesday received three mes- Agriculn 
sages from the foreign ministers of Mexico. Affair a 
Norway and Romania expressing appreciation ’ 

of Jordan's role in the Midtfle East peace 
process. They expressed joy over the 
Jordanian-Israeii agreement signed in . . 
Washington last month ending the state of ATaDIfi 
war between the two countries. They said the 
Washington Declaration constitutes a basic 
Step on the way to achieving peace and 
stability In the Middle East and stressed their . 

countries* support for the peace process. j 

Meeting focuses on factory locations Mohamj 

AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of Municipal Rimouni 
and Rural Affairs and the Environment Taw- bas, and 


fiq Krefehan Tuesday chaired a meeting of the 
factories committee charged with studying 
applications to establish factories and to 
ensure their appropriate location. Mr. 
Kreishan stressed the need for the committee 
to conduct comprehensive studies on the 
factories' locations, taking into consideration 
preserving the environment, agricultural 
lands and underground water. The committee 
was set up by the higher organisational 
council because of the lack of comprehensive 
organisation plans for the Kingdom's regions 
defining the uses of lands. The committee 
includes representatives of the ministries of 
Water and Irrigation, Health. Interior and 
Agriculture, as well as Municipal and Rural 
Affairs and the Environment, in addition to 
the departments of Land and Survey and Civil 
Defence. 

Arabian horse club elects panel 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Constituent Assem- 
bly of the Arabian Horse Cub Monday 
elected a new administrative committee, 
headed by Her Royal Highness Princess Alia 
Bint Al Hussein. The new committee includes 
Mohammad Anwar Saleh, who was elected 
rice chairman, Salameh Hammad, Issa 
Rimouni, Anwar Al Sha'alan, Muayyad Dab- 
bas, and Mohammad Fahmi Oman. 
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Mexican elections tainted by 
irregularities, observers say 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — 
Mexican and foreign obser- 
vers said vote fraud and irre- 
gularities, especially in rural 
areas, tainted Ernesto Zedil- 
lo's apparent presidential vic- 
tory. 

A coalition of some 380 
non-partisan Mexican orga- 
nisations monitoring the vote 
said there were “serious irre- 
gularities" in a substantial 
number of polling places. 

“Mr. Zedillo won the elec- 
tion. However, we have ele- 
ments to suspect how he won 
the election," said Sergio 
Aguayo, a leader of Civic 
Alliance. Mexico's largest 
electoral monitoring coali- 
tion. 

Election workers p remit- 
ted people to vote more than 
once in nine per cent of the 
polls, according alliance 
observers at 731 polls, Mr. 
Aguayo said. In 8 per cent of 
the polls, indelible ink de- 
signed to prevent multiple 
voting was in fact removable. 

But a monitoring group 
from Emory University in the 
United States said the viola- 
tions recorded by their 80 
observers throughout Mexico 
were unlikely to have 
affected the overall result. 

Mr. Zedillo's Institutional 
Revolutionary Party, or PRI, 
has ruled Mexico for the last 
65 years. 

Smaller U.S. monitoring 
missions focused on rural 


areas. 

Katherine Kilbourn, of 
Grassroots International, re- 
ported “an incredible amount 
of fraud" in several towns in 
-the southern state of Oaxaca. 

“PRI people were standing 
there telling people how to 
vote, showing them how to 
mark the ballot, and some- 


times marking it for them," 
she said. 

U.S. lawyers from the In- 
dependent Global Exchange 
Organisation told reporters 
Monday of an atmosphere of 
fear prevailing in some rural 
areas. 

“Many voters in Chiapas, 
for example, are still con- 
vinced that their vote can be 
monitored by the ruling par- 

g ," said U.S. lawyer Peter 

rown, 

The PRI is widely believed 
to have used fraud through- 
out its years in power. 
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, 
candidate for the Democratic 
Revolution Party, claims an 
unexplained election-night 
computer crash robbed tun 
of victory in 1988. 

Mexican President Carlos 
Salinas De Gortari, who was 
barred from running for 
another term, invited hun- 
dreds of foreign observers, 
including many U.S. 
businessmen and politicians, 
to demonstrate the fairness of 
this year's elections. 

But in a Mexico City dis- 
trict, members of the Demo- 
cratic Assembly for Effective 
Suffrage detained two men as 
they tried to leave the local 
Electoral Commission Office 
at about 1:30 a.m. local time. 

“They were carrying a box 
from the polling place," 
assembly members Luis 
Amadeo said. “When we 
asked them where they were 
going with it, they started to 
run." 

Mr. Amadeo said he and 
other assembly members 
caught up with the men and 
surrounded them. Police ar- 
rived, he said, but waited 
three hours before they 
arrested the men. 


The box contained ballots 
and other official documents, 
Mr. Amadeo said. 


Opposition declares 
victory in Chiapas 

Meanwhile opposition 
leaders in a restive southern 
state say they will set up a 
rival local government in offi- 
cial results confirm a win for 
the ruling party. 

Election in Chiapas state, a 
poor region the government 
fought armed rebels earlier 
this year, coincided with Sun- 
day’s rational vote for presi- 
dent and parliament. 

Preliminary results in 
Chiapas gave a wide lead to 
Eduardo Robledo Rincon, 
the Institutional Revolution- 
ary Party’s candidate for gov- 
ernor. With 45 per cent of 
precincts counted, Mr. Rob- 
ledo was leading with 49.1 
per cent of the vote to 31.5 
per cent for Amado Avenda- 
no Figuera of the leftist 
Democratic Revolution Par- 
ty, or PRD. 

But if the official results 
don't give him victory, Mr. 
Avendano will call a popular 
assembly to replace the state 
congress, write a new state 
constitution and call new 
elections, bis wife and party 
leaders said. 

On Sunday, the PRD win 
launch demonstrations and 
other acts of civil disobedi- 
ence through Dec. 8, the day 
the governor-elect takes 
office, Mr. Avendano’s wife 
Concepcion Villafuerte said. 

Mr. Avendano, 60, was 
unable to campaign after 
being hurt a traffic crash last 
month, and Ms. Villafuerte 
took over for him. 

Mr. Avendano has aligned 
himself with the rebel Zapa- 


tista National Liberation 
Army and its demands for 
democracy, justice and im- 
proved social services,- espe- 
cially for the state's impover- 
ished Indian peasants, party 
leaders said. 

There was no immediate 
response from the armed re- 
bels, who promised to with- 
draw into the mountains and 
stay out of the way on elec- 
tion day — though they have 
called for widespread civil 
disobedience to protest any 
electoral fraud. 

Domingo Lopez Angel, 
federal deputy candidate for 
the PRD, told a rally in the 
plaza that the state elections 
were wracked by widespread 
fraud. 

“We have to defend our 
vote yes or no?” he asked the 
crowd of more than 1,000 
people. 

“Yes" the crowd shouted 
back. 

Although many Mexicans 
say Sunday’s elections were 
fairer than past ballots, 
thousands of people in 
Chiapas were prevented from 
voting. 

A nationwide shortage of 
absentee ballots was especial- 
ly acute in Chiapas because 
many peasants were dis- 
placed by fighting between 
rebels and government 
troops that killed more than 
145 people in January. 

Some displaced peasants 
had to walk for miles 
(kilometres) to cast ballots 
for a new president, federal 
lawmakers and governor. 

Mr. Avendano was 
seriously injured July 26 in a 
traffic collision. Authorities 
said it was an accident. His 
family and supporters believe 
it was an attempt on his life 


N. Korea on 
alert over 
anti-Kim 


protest 
— report 


SEOUL (Agencies) — South 
Korea's domestic news agen- 
cy Yonhap said Tuesday that 
leaflets calling for the over- 
throw of North Korea's new 
leader Kim Jong-0 have been 
scattered around foreign mis- 
sions in Pyongyang. 

Yonhap quoted an un- 
named Western diplomatic 
source in Seoul as saying 
North Korean authorities had 
been on special alert since the 
incident Friday night. 

There was no independent 
confirmation and a South Ko- 
rean government spokesman 
had no information about the 
report. 

The source was quoted as 
saying the leaflets might have 
been distributed by those 
opposing Kim Jong-Il’s suc- 
cession of power from his 
father Kim D-Sung, who died 
on July 8. 

The leaflets read “down 
with Kim Jong-D” and were 
scattered all over the di- 
plomatic compound in the 
Northern capital, the source 
was quoted as saying. 

He said it was possible 
those responsible for distri- 
buting them were from the 
privileged class because ac- 
cess to the compound was 
restricted. 

Yonhap quoted the source 
as saying the incident might 
be related to a North Korean 
radio commentary Sunday 
which hinted at opposition to 
the takeover by Kim Jong-D. 

The commentary, broad- 
cast by North Korea’s domes- 
tic Central Radio and moni- 
tored by Radiopress in 
Tokyo, said the country’s re- 
volutionary work should not 
end with just one generation. 

“Historical experience 
shows that if the succession 
issue involving takeover of 
great revolutionary works of 
the leader failed to be re- 
solved correctly, it could re- 
sult in damaging the party 
and revolution through acts 
of betrayal by ambitious peo- 
ple and conspirators,” it said. 

This, the radio added, 
“could also bring about a 
grave disastrous result." 

Kim Jong-11, 52, was 
groomed for more than two 
decades as his father’s succes- 
sor and has been hailed as 
such by Pyongyang’s official 
media. 

But the younger Kim still 
hasnot been combined in the 
key positions the elder Kim 
held — state president, 
general secretary of the rul- 
ing Korea workers’s Party 
ana bead of the party Milit- 
ary Commission. 

Meanwhile, Norths Korea's 
stem refusal to open its unde- 
clared nuclear sites to special 
inspections prompted open 
discord Tuesday among topi 
South Korean officials. 


Carlos victims protest 
‘smokescreen’ Verges row 


PARIS (R) — French offi- 
cials and victims of attack 


blamed on Carlos the jackal said 
Tuesday a flurry of accusa- 
tions by and against his 
lawyer were a smokescreen 
helping the captured guerril- 
la. 

Lawyer Jacques Verges has 
grabbed the headlines from 
his client with charges that 
President Francois Mitter- 
rand ordered his killing. He 
has in turn been accused of 
being an accomplice of Car- 
los. 

“In the name of victims, 
we protest about this diver- 
sion,” said Francoise Rodets- 
ki. Who heads the SOS Atten- 
tats Association of urban 
guerrilla victims. 

One of the world’s most 
wanted men, Dlich Ramirez 
Sanchez, “Carlos", was 
seized in Sudan last week and 
taken to France where au- 
thorities blame him for killing 
at least 15 people in the 1970s 
and early 1980s. 

“Mr. Verges is trying to 
conceal the real problem, the 
crimes committed by Car- 
los," Mr. Rudetski told 
France- Info Radio. 


Government spokesman 
Nicolas Sarkozy said the con- 
troversy about Mr. Verges 
was doing Carlos a big 
favour. 

"This should not distract 
our compatriots from the 
essential... M u rderers must 
be punished,” he told RTL 
Radio. 


RTL quoted then Prime 
Minister Pierre Mauroy as 
denying allegations that Mr. 
Mitterrand in 1982 ordered 
his anti-terrorist unit to kill 
Mr. Verges and saying the 
lawyer would no longer be 
around Carlos if secret ser- 
vices had dedded to kill him. 

The allegations, denied by 
former spymasters. started a 
debate in the press on 
whether France, which abo- 
lished tiie death penalty in 
1981, allowed its secret ser- 
vices to resort to murder. 


Mr. Verges, who in 1982 
defended Carlos’ guerrilla 
girlfriend Magdalena Kopp, 
has said former Gendarmerie 
Captain Paul Barril told him 
be was spared because (tilling 
him would have been too 
conspicuous. 


Sri Lanka 
president 
is seen as 
‘lame duck’ 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lank- 
an President Dmgiri Banda 
Wi jetnnga is seen as a "lame 
dude” president unable to 
wield hts powerful authority 
after foe recent election win 
of hit political opponents, au- 
thority, the People’s 
Alliance. 

Political analysts Tuesday 
said Mr. Wijetunga, whose 
support in his United Nation- 
al Party (UNP) has eroded, is 
also likely to lose Novem- 
ber’s presidential poll. 

“Wijetunga .enjoys im- 
mense powers but I don’t 
think be win exercise them. 
He would be a lame duck 
president," said Jayadeva 
Uyangoda, political scientist 
at the University of Col- 
ombo. 

Liberal Party President 
Oianaka Amaratunga, also a 
political analyst, said Mr. Wt- 
jetnnga knows he cannot win 
the presidential poll. “So why 
rock the boat now?” 



People crowd mi the bank of the Meghna river 
as rescuers tow one of the bodies recovered so 


far fat Bangladesh’s worst ferry disaster In 
years (AFP photo) 


Bangladesh rescuers find 90 bodies 


DHAKA (Agencies) — 
Three days after a ferry cap- 
sized and sank in southern 
Bangladesh with about 410 
people aboard, the bodies of 
60 victims were found float- 
ing downstream Tuesday. 

Sixty people swam to safe- 
ty or were rescued when the 
ferry — reportedly over- 
crowded with people and rice 
— sank Saturday in rough 
and deep rivers 500 metres 
from a ferry terminal. 


A navy rescue 
arrived at the scene Tuesday 
to help divers search for the 
ferry at the confluence of the 
Meghna and Dakatia riven 
near Cbandpur Port. 


The government also 
ordered an investigation of 
the accident. 

The 60 bodies were found 
floating about 90 kilometres 
(55 miles) downstream from 
the scene of the ferry crash, 
police officer Mohammad 
Akbar AH said. 

As the navyship began 
searching for the ferry, two 
other boat accidents re- 
portedly killed 23 people in 
other parts of Bangladesh, 
where many rivers are often 
rough during the monsoon. 

In one, a launch carrying 
300 people capsized near 
Mabeshkaati Island in the 
Bay of Bengal Monday, and 
15 died while swimming to 


Times 


safety, the Ban] 
reported Tuesday. 

In the other, a passenger 
boat bit a pontoon and broke 
apart in Paira River in south 
Bangladesh Monday killing 
ei gh t people, the New Nation 
newspaper said Tuesday. _ 

Shipping Secretary Waliul 
Islam told AFP an investiga- 
tion into the Cbandpur acci- 
dent was underw ay an d a 
report is expected within 15 


it directly admitting 

allegations that ferry laws 
were being flouted, be said 
the standing laws would re- 
duce the number of mishaps, 
and would be more strictly 
enforced.. 


Typhoon kills 700 In Chinese province 


BEIJING (R) — Typhoon 
Fred kilted more than 700 
people in China’s eastern 
Zhejiang province and 
caused ifawaVe estimated at 
10 bffliorTyuan ($1.16 bO- 
fion), officials said Tuesday. 

The typhoon pounded the 
coastal region over the 
weekend, collapsing 
thousands of bouses and des- 
troying river embankments. 

A spokesman for the pro- 
vincial Foreign Affairs Office 
said by telephone at least 700 
people had died but there 
was as yet no final tally of 
deaths and property destruc- 
tion. 

“There is no way of calcu- 
lating how many people are 
still missing,” the ; 
said. 


He said total economic los- 
ses, mdudtng 500,000 dam- 
aged houses and much rained 
cropland, topped 10 billion 
yuan. 

Officials from the State 
Disaster Relief Centre of die 
Ministry of Civil Affairs said 
the minister and other senior 
officials had Igone to coordin- 
ate relief efforts. 

According to official press 
repents, more than eight mfl- 
fion people had been affected 
by flooding. 

The typhoon, winch also 
kilted at least three people in 
Taiwan last week, has severe- 
ly d isrup ted farming, mining 
and transport, the report 
said. 

The official Xinhua News 
Agency said heavy rain 


lashed most of the province 
for 43 consecutive hours with 
rainfall exceeding 200 mm 
(eight indies) in some areas 
with flooding np to one 
metre. 


Tides in some areas, in- 
cluding Wenzhou, reached 
20-year highs. 

Zhejiang, already battered 
by floods tins year, is not 
alone. 


Storms and floods earlier 
tins year killed more than 
1,400 people in Zhejiang, 
Guangdong, Gnangxi, 
Hunan, Jiangxi and Fujian 
provinces, causing more than 
$6 billion in losses to homes, 
industry and agriculture, 
according to official esti- 
mates. 


Albania recalls envoy from Alliens 


TIRANA (R) — Albania has 
recalled its Athens ambassa- 
dor for consultations in a 
further deterioration of rela- 
tions between the two Balkan 
neighbours, Albanian state 
radio said Tuesday. 

Albanian President Sali 
Berisha recalled Ambassador 
Hysen Cabej Monday after a 
Greek plane flew over Alba- 
nian territory dropping leaf- 
lets saying the Tirana govern- 
ment should go. 

Mr. Berisha denounced the 
propaganda flight by a Greek 
pilot as hostile provocation 
ami accused Athens of laun- 
ching a “cold war” against 
Tirana. 


He warned that Albania 
was capable of retaliating for 
“all provocations which 
might come from Greek terri- 
tory”. 

The row drew an unusually 
harsh statement from Greek 
President Constantine Kara- 
manHs Monday, saying Alba- 
nia was acting thoughtlessly 
and could end up regretting 
it. 

Prime Minister Andreas 
Papandreou was more expli- 
cit, telling reporters late Sun- 
day Greece would retaliate 
for every move against the 
Greek minority. 

“Every step against the 
Greek minority in Albania 


will be answered,” he said, 
adding that the warning was 
meant only for the Tirana 
.government and not other 
political parties. 

Tensions between the two 
countries, at odds over the 
ethnic Greek minority in 
Albania, rose after the trial 
on spying charges of five 
ethnic Greeks opened in 
Tirana this month. 

The five are accused of 
collaborating with Greek in- 
telligence in an area of south- 
ern Albania mainly inhabited 
by the ethnic Greek minority 
where Tirana feels separatist 
moves are encouraged by 
Athens. 


Blood at murder scene 


said to match Simpson’s 


LOS ANGELES (R) — Sam- 
ples taken from a bloody trail 
leading away from the scene 
where O.J. Simpson's ex-wife 
and a friend were murdered 
match the DNA type of the 
football legend’s blood, 
according to court papers 
filed Monday. 

It was the first indication 
that DNA testing, which is 
much more accurate than 
other forms of blood match-, 
ing. had linked Simpson’s 
blood to the scene of the 
murders. 

The results are prelimin- 
ary. and prosecutors say 
more exhaustive tests are 
needed. DNA stands for 
deoxyribonucleic adde. It is 
the basis building block of 
genetic material. Simpo- 
son, a member of the U.S. 
Football Hall of Fame, has 
pleaded not guilty to murder- 
ing Nicole Brown Simpson, 
35, and Ronald Goldman, 25, 
who were stabbed and 
slashed to death outside 
Nicole's Brentwood town- 
house on the night of Jane 
12 . 

Simpson’s lawyers had 
claimed that blood samples 
were being subjected to un- 
necessary, duplicating tests 
that denied scientists hired by 
the defence access to them. 

Deputy District Attorney 
Marcia Clark, in a motion to 
the court answering that 
claim, wrote that the samples 
were more likely to implicate 
Simpson than dear him. 

“pie blood drop trail... 
leading away from the mur- 
der scene at the rear of 


Nicole Simpson’s residence... 
(was) analysed using both the 
DO Alpha and Polymarker 
(DNA testing) systems. 

“Results show those types 
match the defendant’s type," 
Ms. Clark wrote. 

A more definitive test 
known as RFLP, or restric- 
tion fragment length poly- 
morphism, was being con- 
ducted on those samples. 

Ms. Clark said that a blood 
spot found at Simpson’s 
estate also matched the de- 
fendant’s DNA blood type in 
preliminary tests. 

The motion also disclosed 
that a blood spot found on 
Goldman's shoe was found to. 
belong to Nicole Simpson af-‘ 
ter RFLP testing. Goldman’s 
blood was also present on his 
shoe. 

Experts say DNA testing, 
which has been called "gene- 
tic fingerprinting," can show 
with a very high degree of 
certainty — at least 999,999. 
chances in a million — that 
two samples are from the 
same person. 

Clark’s motion argued that 
tire defence was not entitled 
to test blood samples because 
they were “much more likely 
to provide inculpatory than 
exculpatory evidence.” 

During a preliminary hear- 
ing Monday, a DNA expert. 
Dr. Gary Sons of the Califor- 
nia Department of Justice 


Laboratory, gave Judjge 


Lance Ito a lesson in DNA 
testing, explaining what the 
various tests were, how they 
were carried out and why 
they were necessary. 


India, with eye on Pakistan, moves on human rights 


>- 


NEW DELHI (J 
India, under fire for at 
human rights, has _ 
wfflmgess to scrap an anti- 
terrorist law critics say has 
been used to keep tens of 
thousands of innocent people 
languishing behind bars. 

The government’s readi- 
ness to consider repealing the 
1985 Terrorist ami Disruptive 
Activities Act (TADA) 
appears to be part of a cam- 
paign to improve its human 
rights image and restore sup- 
port among alienated Mush 
Inns. 

The move dovetails with a 
new diplomatic offensive in a 
feud with Pakistan over 
Kashmir, where some of the 
most bridal rights violations, 
inducting hundreds of “dis- 
appearances”, are alleged to 
have occurred. 

As part of the offensive, 


trial in connection with the 
bombings hot many more 
have been detained. 

Internal Security Minister 
Rajesh Pflot flagged the gov- 
ernment's readiness to review 
TADA. . “If overzealons 
arrests and misuse of TADA 
continues by the states, the 
government will not hesitate 
to repeal the law,” he said 
over the weekend. 

“Suddenly there seems to 
be a consensus that TADA is 
leading to human rights viola- 
tions and nrast be embed,” 
the influential daily, the Eco- 
nomic Times, said in an 
editorial Tuesday. 


India is usmg a key suspect in 
s that rocked 


1992 bombings 
Bombay to turn the tables on 
Pakistan and paint it as a 
state supporting terrorism, 
officials said. 

More than 65,000 people 
have been arrested under 
TADA since the sweeping 
law was enacted. Only a frac- 
tion have been charged and 
fewer than one person in 100 
has been convicted. 

The law was originally 
aimed at curbing separatism 
in Punjab. It has since been 
extended to all but three of 
India’s 26 states. 

It has provided the back- 
bone for a crackdown follow- 


The National Human 
Rights Commission teas asked 
the Supreme Court to review 
a decision upholding the act 
and was set to confer with 
state officials Tuesday to 
assess the law. 

Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
shnha Rao’s g o ve rnm ent has 
crane under fire from home 
and abroad for allowing 
TADA to be used for the 
large number of detentions, 
mostly of Muslims, in tire 
Bombay bombings case. 


when police fired at 
thousands of Hindu activists 
after they tried to storm the 
seminary at HubH town and 
unfurl a national flag there on 
the occasion of Inara's Inde- 
pendence Day on Aug. 15. 

Two more people have 
since efied in dashes in HubH, 
475 kilometres southeast of 
Bombay, and nearby Badra- 
vati. 

The Hindn-revivaHst Bhar- 
atiya Janata Party (BJP, Indi- 
an People’s Party), which 
orga n ised the Independence 
Day protests, has vowed it 
will not rest until it plants tire 
Indian tricolour on the semi- 
nary ground. 


Thousands of frenzied Hin- 
dus linked to the BJP tore 
down the 16th century mos- 
que in the Indian town of 
Ayodhya following a pro- 
longed campaign that it was 
built on the birthplace of 
Hindu God Rama. 

The HubH Municipal Cor- 
poration had leased the 1.5- 
acre (0.6 hectare) plot to a 
Muslim body in 1921 for a 
period of 99 yeare. The build- 
ing of the seminary was chal- 
lenged in coart, and the Sup- 
reme Court is now to rale on 
the validity of a demolition 
order. 


His 
ried about 


is wor- 
defections 


“We will continue fi ghting 
there,” BJP spokeswoman 
Susbma Swaraj said here. 
“There should not be an inch 
of land in India wbere anyone 
objects to unfurling of our 
national flag, that too on 
Independence Day.” 

The HnbH confrontation is 
worrying the government of 
Prime Minister P.V. Nara- 
shnha Rao, particularly be- 
cause Karnataka state, where 
HubH is located, is to go to 
tiie polls in November. 


As Hindu-MusKm tensions 
gripped India in tiie 1990s 
over the Ayodhya row, the 
RIP first attempted a fiag- 
boisting on tiie HubH land in 
1992 and twice the next year. 
Each time, tbs Hindu crowds 
swelled. 

BJFs Swaraj said Muslims 
opposed to the flag at the 
seminary were “fun- 
d ame nta li s t s who have tittle 


reroect for our national sym- 
bols... But ■ we are deter- 


mined to go ahead.” 


that kilted more than 
people. Currently 193 peo- 
ple, mostly Muslims, are on 


Muslim shrine in Ayodhya by 
Hindu nationalists. Mr. 
Rao’s government was ac- 
cused by many Muslims of 
turning a blind eye. 

Meanwhile, a Muslim 
seminary in southern India is 
at the centre of a new Hindu- 
Muslim row that has revived 
bitter memories of tiie razed 
Babri Mosque. 

Five people were kilted 


Mr. Rao’s Congress (I) 
Party, which also rules Kar- 
nataka, has accused the BJP 
of fomenting anti-Muslim 
sentiments to consolidate 
Hindu votes. 


The BJP, tiie country’s 

min n rov K i tinii w artu * 


.denies 
* Presi- 
Advani has 


mam opposition, 
the charge. Bat 
dent Lai Krishna ^ 
already compared the HnbH 
campaign to the one which 
ted to the destruction of the 
Babri Mosque. 


"The national flag should 
be a bone of conten- 
tion, she said. 

Federal Monster Margaret 
Alva, a resident of Karnata- 
ka, agreed. 

“What iscalted for now is 

here. It is obvious that BJP 
teadeis want to start their 

Ms. Alva added: “Let ns 
“othiate the national flag a 
political issue.** 


Lost Orson Welles 
film makes debut 
in Edinburgh 


EDINBURGH (R) — A 
movie by the late Orson Wel- 
les that lay neglected" in cel- 


lars and garages for many 


years has made its pul __ 
debut four decades after the 
legendary director began 
work on it. Don Quixote, 
inspired by Miguel Cer- 
vantes' 17th century classic 
and shot at Welles’ own ex- 
pense over a period of at least 
15 years, won an enthusiastic 
reception over the weekend 
at the annual Edinburgh Film 
Festival. An uncompleted 
Welles movie about four men 
on a raft in Brazil entitled It’s 
All True also received its 
world premiere in Edinburgh 
last week. “I am very glad we 
chose Edinburgh for this, the 
audience was very apprecia- 
tive. There were even people 
crying in the lobby after- 
wards,” said Juan Amalbeit, 
responsible for the film's dis- 
tribution. “Don Quixote is 

S erhaps the most impressive 
Im of Welles' life and the 
public deserves to see and 
enjoy it,” he told Reuters in 
an interview. The film, begun 
in 1954, was an intensely 
personal project for Welles, 
who loved Spain and was 
fascinated by the characters 
of Don Quixote, the eternal 




idealist, and his earthy squire 
nalbert 


Sancho Panza, Mr. Amall 
said. "Welles kept returning 
to the project, throwing his 
equipment into the back of 
his Mercedes and heading off 
with his wife back to the film 
set,” he said. Mr. Amalbert 
has spent the past few years 
tracking down the footage, 
which Welles had entrusted 
during his lifetime to various 
friends in Europe and the 
United States as bis grand 
project unrolled. "The fact 
that the film exists at all is a 
miracle. Footage had been 
stored in basements and cel- 
lars. As if finding the film was 
not hard enough, the condi- 
tion of the footage was really 
very bad," he said. “It had to 
be cleaned, sometimes frame 
by frame, practically having 
to be unglued to be saved. 
The whole process took ab- 
out two years,” Mr. Amal- 
added. 


Cadre recovering 
from surgery 


WASHINGTON (AP) — 
Vice President A1 Gore, who 
hurt his leg playing basket- 
ball, will wear a cast or splint 
for six months, and stay on 
crutches until his acbules’ 
tendon heals, the White 
House said. He was released 
Monday morning: from 

Bethesda Naval Hospital af- 
ter a two-day stay, walking 
on crutches to a limousine. 
Mr. Gore waved at reporters, 
bat did not comment. Mr. 
Gore, 46, is expected to re- 
sume a normal schedule, de- 
spite the splint and crotches, 
spokeswoman Heidi Kolas 
said. “He’s in good spirits,” 
she said. The vice president 
will wear a splint on his lower * 
left leg for one week then •" 
switch to a fiberglass cast. ■ 
After eight weeks, he will get * : 
a new cast that will allow mm •" 
to walk some without crutch- 
es. Two orthopedic surgeons ' 
fused the achmes' tendon in 
Mr. Gore’s left foot in s *' 
70- minute operation white , 
the vice president was muter 
general anesthesia, she said. ■’ 
Mr. Gore hurt himself play- 
ing with former colleagues on 
the basketball court m the 
gymnasium of the House of *' 
Representatives. As vice- 
president, he also serves as ; 
president of the senate. 




Australia state 
refuses tracker 
reward claim 


MELBOURNE (R) — An- * 
stralian authorities Tuesday ■* 
ruled out compensation for '* 
tine descendants of two abor- 
iginal trackers who claim the •’ 
pair went unrewarded for p 
helping catch the notorious 
Ned Kelly more than 100 ’*■ 
years ago. The descendants =’ 
have said they will lodge a »'■ 
writ against the government '* 
Wednesday claiming a huge *- 
Australian dollars 40 ($29 ; ’ 
million) in interest in two £50 . 
rewards they say were never 
paid for helping to catch die - 
infamous bank robber. “As 
we are aware, the reward 
money was aU properly and * 
legally disbursed at the 
time," a spokesman for the « 
state government of Victoria o 
said. “AH the claimants have i. 
been paid as far as the re- •« 
cords indicate," the spokes- 
man said. “The amount of v 
the claim is vastly extrava- r 
gant as well.” The claim for & 
compensation has been made. *•» 
by descendants of two abor- -t 
iginals, Wannamutta and. I? 
Uthnng. The government h 
lokesman said recipients of 
ie reward for Kelly's cap-' 
tore included several abor- ,•* 
*gmal trackers but the govr - -* 
eminent had no information £ 
on Wannamutta and Uthnng- 
- • 
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Rwanda refugees quit Bukavu 


Hundreds of Rwandan refugees are gathered on the Rizuzn 
border bank and attempt to swim across the Zairean side to 
flee from farter-ethnic violence near Cyangugu bordmown. 


Zairean officials are now strictly controlling the flow of 
refugees entering their territory to prevent a large exodus 
(AFP photo) 


Karadzic predicts solid no vote to peace plan 


^SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnian 
’ Seth leader Radovan Karad- 
zic predicted overwhelming 
rejection of an international 
peace plan in tins weekend’s 
referendum as military 
analysts said Tuesday they 
feared an all-out war in the 
coming winter. 

‘T expect 90 to 95 per cent 
of voters to say ‘no’, judging 
by what I have seen and 
beard,” Mr. Karadzic said in 
a television interview broad- 
cast from Pale, the Serb 
stronghold outside Sarajevo. 

The referendum is being 
held to judge Bosnian Serb 
opposition to a proposed ter- 
ritorial settlement that would 
end the war by splitting the 
republic roughly equally be- 
tween a federation of Mus- 
lims and Croats and their 
Serb foes. 

The federation has 
accepted the plan, devised by 
officials from a “contact 
group” of five major nations 
and presented in July. The 


Serbs have refused it, saying 
it obliges them to give up too 
much of the 70 per cent of 
Bosnia they now control. 

Their rejection of the plan 
has left them isolated, with 
Western, Russian and 
Serbian-led Yugoslavia, at 
the prompting of Serbian 
President Slobodan 
Milosevic, all backing the 
deal. 

Anxious to avoid farther 
sanctions and keen to end 
those imposed for backing 
the Serbs in the Bosnian war, 
Yugoslavia has slapped a 
tough trade blockade on its 
former proteges and begun a 
media campaign to discredit 
Bosnian Serb leaders. 

The referendum, which 
Belgrade has dismissed as a 
farce, will help shore up the 
position of Mr. Karadzic and 
other Pale leaders, whose 
legitimacy is being ques- 
tioned by Mr. Milosevic as he 
tries to reassert control over 
politicians who no longer 


acknowledge his sponsorship. 

In response Mr. Karadzic 
and others have begun a pub- 
licity campaign, with public 
rallies in Sob heartlands and 
visits to areas that would 
have to be abandoned under 
the terms of the contact 
group plan. 

Military analysts warned 
that responding to Bosnian 
Serb obstinacy by tiffing the 
arms embargo, as proposed 
by the United States, could 
plunge Bosnia back into un- 
restrained war. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton 
says he will ask the U.N. 
Security Council to lift the 
arms ban on the Iightly- 
anned Muslim-led Bosnian 
government unless better- 
equipped Serbs agTee to 
trade land for peace by OcL 
15. 

But U.N. {peacekeepers 
warn they wiD withdraw if the 
arms ban is lifted, exposing 
Muslim enclaves to onslaught 
by Serb forces resolved to 
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An ^Identified Polish U.N. soldier stands 
guard at the UNPROFOR checkpoint in 
Turanj near the Croatian town of Karlovac 
tdfle a Muslim refugee family Cram the 
octave VelQca Kladnsa in northwest Bosnia 
4tsin the shadow of the sentry box. Thousands 


of refugees fleeing the Mnsfim enclaves B flute 
and Vdika Kladusa crowded around the UJ*). 
control posts desperately seeking entry into 
Crontia, but officials In Zagreb appear unwill- 
ing to admit them (AFP photo) 


pre-empt any arming of their 
adversary. 

“The implications of lift 
and withdrawal are horrific. 
Bosnia could be in big trou- 
ble with a very nasty winter. 
Can anyone think lifting the 
embargo is a magic wand?” 
said a Western diplomat in 
the Bosnian capital Sarajevo. 

U.N. spokesmen in 
Sarajevo reported sporadic 
shelling in areas of central 
Bosnia that have been the 
scene of heavy fighting in 
recent weeks. But the U.N. 
has not spoke of major 
attacks for some days. 

The U.N. has become irri- 
tated at recent Bosnian army 
assaults, saying they inspire 
the Serbs to seize stored 
weapons and compromise the 
integrity of security zones 
around Sarajevo. 

The Serbs said Muslim-led 
Bosnian army assaults led 
them to dose commercial 
routes into Sarajevo a month 
ago, tightening the siege they 
have maintained for more 
than two years, but observers 
say the move was a response 
to pressure to accept the 
peace plan. 

In the northwest Bihac en- 
clave Bosnian army forces 
were reported to be consoli- 
dating their hold on the col- 
lapsed empire of rebel Mus- 
lim leader Fikret Abdic. two 
days after they brought his 
11-month revolt to an end. 

Sarajevo Radio said 4- 

5,000 people had responded 
to Bosnian government 
appeals to return home after 
having fled to nearby Serb- 
held territory during the last 
assault. 

U.N. aid offidals could not 
confirm any move home and 
said thousands of refugees 
were still marooned in miser- 
able conditions after the 
Croatian government refused 
them entry to territory it con- 
trols. 
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Sergey Stepashin (right)* bead of the Rus s ia n 
Federal Counterespionage Service (FSK) 
cmtip*. as Germany’s special envoy Bernd 

goodwill, one can and must 
determine where it was possi- 


Schmidbaiwr looks at him daring their joint 
press conference in Moscow (AFP photo) 
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Bonn: Russia keen to quash nuclear smuggling 

BONN (Agencies) — After 
first sending out conflicting 
signals, Russia is now dearly 
determined to help Germany 
suppress nuclear smuggling, 

Bonn officials said Tuesday. 

Chancellery Minister Fried- 
rich Bohl said a Gennan- 
Russian agreement Monday 
to swap more information on 
hau ls of atomic contraband 
and coordinate investi gallons 
cleared up the confusion that 
had emerged. 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin promised help last 
week after two batches of 
deadly phrtonirnn-239 were 
seized in Germany this 
month. Bonn suspected they 
came from Russia. 

But other offidals angrily 
accused Western states of 
running a smear campaign 
against Moscow in the hope 
of taking control of Russia's 
poorly-carded nuclear in- 
stallations. 

“Contrary to the impress- 
ion we had when differences 
were aired publicly in Russia, 
tiie Russian side now dearly 
wants to cooperate,” Mr. 

Bohl told German radio. 

“It will do all it can to have 
this roaming material taken 
off the market or blocked 
from ever being offered on 
the market,” be said. 

Bernd Schmidbauer, the 
German Intelligence Services 
coordinator who negotiated 
the measures to boost bilater- 
al cooperation with Moscow 
at die weekend, said foe Rus- 
sians were dear about the 
threat their plutonium pre- 
sented. - 

“The Russian side is dead- 
ly serious,” he said Monday 
.evening after returning fro® 

Moscow. 

“I felt they were not only 
serious but were also ready to 
tackle the problem and 
hoped they would get some 


help.” 

Mr. Schmidbauer and Rus- 
sian intelligence chief Sergei 
Stepashin agreed Monday to 
boost information swaps be- 
tween their intelligence agen- 
cies to fight nuclear smug- 
gling, maintain contact 
offices in each other’s capitals 
and tighten border controls 
to help fight the trade in 
atomic contraband. 

But they failed to resolve a 
key point of discord — foe 
origin of deadly plutonium 
seized in Germany in recent 
months. 

Mr. Schmidbauer told 
ARD television the 300 
grammes (10 ounces) of plu- 
tonium 239 seized at Munich 
airport two weeks ago were 
highly-enriched and capable 
ofproducmg a nuclear bomb. 

European experts said the 
shipment was wea pons-grade 
but United States officials 

disagreed with assessment. 

As to the origin, Mr. 
Schmidbauer said: “With all 


ble for this material to start 
on its way to us.” 

“But it is not as important 
to swap accusations as to 
work together to make sure 
this material disappears 
(from the market) and stays 
where it now is,” he said. 

Mr. Bohl said Bonn hoped 
to arrange European and in- 
ternational efforts to fight 
nuclear smuggling similar to 
foe bilateral deal it has just 
worked out with Moscow. 

“This is not only a German 
problem,” he said. “We bave 
had 300 similar cases in 
Europe in recent years. 

‘We have to work together 
internationally, and that is 
why the finance, minister 
spoke of the Group of 
Seven.” 

Finance Minister Theo 
Waigel said Sunday that Ger- 
many might make its finan- 
cial aid to Russia dependent 
on how Moscow cooperates 


in a crack-down on illegal 
atomic sales. 

“I expect other nations to 
take the same stand,” she 
told foe Btid Am Sountag 
newspaper. 

Bonn offidals could not 
say whether Mr. Waigel plan- 
ned to formally suggest this 
to Germany’s partners in the 
Group of Seven (G-7) indus- 
trialised states or had already 
done so. 

Meanwhile, North Korea 
Tuesday dismissed as a 
“third-rate drama” a press 
report that it played a part in 
the smuggling of weapons- 
grade plutonium from Rus- 
sia. 

The official North Korean 
News Agency (KCNA), 
monitored here, said the 
allegation represented a 
“foemsh dream” of under- 
mtirnig the success of North 
Korca-U.S. nuclear talks “at 
any cost” and stifling the 
North Korean system “in the 
long run.” 


BUKAVU, Zaire (R) — 
Thousands of Rwandan re- 
fugees packed their bags and 
headed out of Bukavu Tues- 
day as tempers in the in- 
creasingly filthy and con- 
gested Zairean town become 
more and more frayed. 

From 7 a.m. there was a 
steady flow of Hums out of 
the dty centre and towards 
Hongo, a new camp site 
opening up for 80.000 people 
on the windswept shores of 
Lake Kivu. 

“People are clearing out of 
town incredibly fast." said 
Jane Pope of the Care char- 
ity's Canadian branch. “They 
are vacatking the sites and 
there's been a steady stream 
ofpeople.’* 

The start of a move from 
Bukavu came as a relief to 
the aid agencies, who have 
warned that the presence of 

100,000 refugees in the dty 
centre risks triggering mas- 
sive epidemics and in- 
creasingly violent confronta- 
tions. 

Life in this picturesque 
lakeside town has been trans- 
formed by the influx of tens 
of thousands of refugees who 
are convinced the Tutsi- 
dominated Rwanda Patriotic 
Front (RPF), which won the 
rivil war, will crack down in 
the wake of France’s 
weekend troop withdrawal 
from a safe haven in south 
west Rwanda. 

Hardline supporters of 
Rwanda’s ousted Hutu admi- 
nistration have been accused 
of the massacre of an esti- 


mated 500,000 minority Tut- 
sis following foe April 6 
assassination of Hutu Presi- 
dent Juvenal Habyarimana. 

As the Bukavu ^quarters 
set out on foot, trucks laid on 
by aid agencies ferried batch- 
es of refugees waiting on the 
Rwandan side of the Ruzizi 
River across the frontier and 
towards Nyamanangwe, 
another new camp. 

After initially dosing its 
mam border crossing Satur- 
day on the grounds that it did 
not want a repeat of last 
month's Goma catastrophe, 
Zaire agreed under pressure 
from the aid agencies to open 
a less-frequented bridge 
further south. 

The aim was to force the 
refugees to bypass central 
Bukavu. crammed to bur- 
sting point, and settle in foe 
camps. No Hums were being 
allowed to walk across the 
Ruzizi 2 bridge Tuesday — 
instead they were being care- 
fully herded onto trucks laid 
on by the charity care, head- 
ing directly to the camps. 

“If we let them come in on 
foot they will disperse and 
settle in the area near the 
bridge, which is what we 
want to avoid," said an im- 
migration official. 

U.N. aid workers are re- 
lieved that the flight of re- 
fugees from Rwanda follow- 
ing the French handover of 
the safe haven to U.N. 
peacekeepers has not been 
on the biblical scale that 
swamped the Zairean border 
town of Goma in mid-July. 


"We're breathing a collec- 
tive, but cautious, sigh of 
relief.” Ron Redmound, 
spokesman for the U.N. High 
Commissioner for refugees 
(UNHCR), told a Geneva 
news briefing. 

Over a million refugees 
swamped Goma in a matter 
of days. 

Bukavu's pride, the Alfa- 
jiri Collegue, has seen its 
grounds turned into a mas- 
sive transit camp, crammed 
with tents and stinking lat- 
rines. The city's trees are 
being systematically felled for 

firewood, green spaces 
fumed into fields of mud. 

Scores of ragged children 
beg in the streets and prices 
of all commodities — from 
food to petrol to house and 
hotel rents — have soared 
beyond the pockets of many 
Zaireans. 

"At first we made them 
welcome, but now we’ve real- 
ly had enough," said civil 
servant Ngongo Kasavubu. 
who has sent his children to 
the capital until the crisis is 
over. 

“The air has become un- 
breathable. there is no room 
to move. And these people 
aren’t ready to leave. If 
they're still here in three of 
four months time, then we'll 
see some dashes.” 

Aid officials say Zaireans 
are already beginning to 
catch the debilitating dysen- 
tery the refugees brought 
with them. 

They say that once 


epidemics like measles start, 
there will be a far higher 
death rate amongst Zaireans, 
who arc vaccinated only spas- 
modically. than Rwandans, 
who have benefited from a 
comprehensive vaccination 
programme. 

“Once the diseases start, 
the Zaireans are going to be 
the worst hit,” says Samantha 

Bolton of Mcdccins Sans 
Frontieres (MSF- Doctors 
Without Borders). 

At the start many Zaireans 
welcomed their new neigh- 
bours into their families, 
homes and courtyards, now 
Zairean tempers look on the 
verge of snapping. 

MSF had to cancel plans to 
set up an isolation clinic for 
the handful of refugees who 
have arrived with cholera af- 
ter objections from local stu- 
dents. 

The very existence of the 
Hongo camp looked in doubt 
when tenant farmers chal- 
lenged the landowner’s deci- 
sion tt» lease foe land, thre- 
atening to beat up aid work- 
ers. The campsite has now 
been shifted a kilometre 
away. 

Although trouble constant- 
ly looms on (he horizon, aid 
workers are impressed by the 
local population's forbear- 
ance. 

“What other people in the 
world allow a troupe of re- 
fugees to descend on a town, 
chop down its trees and dig 
latrines in the dty centre?" 
asks Care's Jane Pope. 
“None that I know of." 



A woman keeps her daughter afloat as they board a erode boat to flee Cuba from a beach at Gnanabo, 35 km cast of Havana 
(AFP photo) 

U.S. Coast Guard picks up 456 more Cubans 


MIAMI, Florida (Agencies) 
— The wave of Cuban re- 
fugees continued unabated 
Tuesday with 456 boat people 
picked up at sea in the pre- 
dawn hours, bringing to more 
than 30,000 the number res- 
cued since Monday, the 
Coast Guard said. 

Despite the U.S. decision 
to end a 28-year policy of 
automatic asylums of 
Cubans, the number rescued 
Monday was the highest at 
2,548 in a single day since the 
1980 Mariel boatlift. 

“It was a very busy day," 
Petty Officer Kent Holmes 
told AFP in a telephone in- 
terview. Officer Holmes said 
there was no sign the pace 
was slowing. 

A Coast Guard spokesman 
in Miami said 456 more 
Cubans were plucked out of 
the waters between midnight 
Monday and 8:30 a.m. (1230 
GMT). Since Saturday, 5,486 
refugees have been picked 
up. 

Monday's number was 
nearly double foe 1,300 re- 


fugees plucked ironi small 
boats and homemade rafts m 
the Florida Straits Sunday. 

The Coast Guard opera- 
tion has grown to 20 cutters, 
30 aircraft. 30 small boats and 
some 6,000 people. 

“They're adding them all 
the time,” he said. 

The U.S. Navy was send- 
ing three more ships to join 
the six patrolling the straits. 
In addition. 19 Coast Guard 
cutters also are scouring the 
water off Florida for rafters. 

The exodus has swelled de- 
spite President Bill Clinton’s 
announcement Friday that all 
Cubans intercepted at sea 
would be taken to the U.S. 
□aval base at Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba. 

Defence Secretary William 
Perry said Monday that the 
refugees could be held inde- 
finitely at the Guantanamo 
base. They will not be proces- 
sed for entry into the United 
States as political refugees 
under the new policy. 

Cubans who want to come 
to foe United States can app- 


ly in Cuba as immigrants or 
for political refuge. Those 
who reach U.S. soil will be 
detained and their daims 
processed. 

The Cuban outpouring is 
the largest since foe 1980 
Mariel boatlift, when some 

125,000 people fled to the 
United States in five months. 

Senior Clinton administra- 
tion officials said Monday the 
detentions could be indefi- 
nite. They also invited foe 
Cuban government to reopen 
talks with foe United States 
on an orderly migration to 
this country. 

But Undersecretary of 
State Peter Tamoff stressed 
“there’s no prospect of a 
dialogue on other matters." 

He said the new restric- 
tions on political asylum — 
which Cubans for three de- 
cades almost always could 
count on — "are designed to 
control unauthorised migra- 
tion, to help address the 
humanitarian plight of de- 


sperate people, and to keep 
the Castro regime from be- 
nefiting from its abuse of 
human rights.” 

Cubans who want to come 
to the United States can app- 
ly as immigrants. This year 
2,059 have been accepted. 
The ceiling is 27.845, as it is 
for most countries. 

Another 2,300 Cubans 
have been allowed entry as 
political refugees, a channel 
that now will be dosed except 
for those already in Florida, 
the few who manage to get 
there and for Cubans at 
home. 

In Cuba, they can apply for 
refuge, claiming a fear of 
political persecution, or they 
can seek admission as immig- 
rants if they have close rela- 
tives who are U.S. citizens. 

The goal of U.S. policy is 
to block Mr. Castro from 
using the "safety valve” of a 
massive exodus of un- 
approved refugees as a way 
of taking pressure off hu 

economically troubled gov- 
ernment. 


Abacha stamps authority on Nigeria 


LAGOS (R) — Military ruler 
General Sani Abacha, who 
fired unionists leading a crip- 
pling oil workers’ strike, has 
stamped his authority on 
Nigeria by naming new army 
and navy chiefs. 

Offidals say his next move 
may be to reshuffle his 
cabinet, to restore order up- 
set by strikes by oil workers 
protesting against the deten- 
tion of presidential claimant 
Moshood Abiola. 

“It (reshuffle) may come as 
early as today (Tuesday). 
They met late into the night,” 
one senior official said, refer- 
ring to a meeting between 
Gen. Abacha and top officers 
in Abuja Monday. 

The appointments of 
Brigadier-General Alwali 
Karir, a divisional comman- 
der, as army chief and Com- 
modre Mike Akbigbe, a flag 
officer, as chief of foe navy, 
were unexpected. 

“I think the head of state is 
stamping his authority oq foe 
government to meet the pre- 
vailing circumstances,” 


another official said. 

After weeks of riots and 
strikes demanding Mr. 
Abiola’s release and installa- 
tion as president, Gen. 
Abacha last week sacked 
leaders of the striking oil 
unions and appointed admi- 
nistrators in their place. 

He ordered the ofl workers 
back to work, but the sacked 
oil union leaders insist the 
strike goes on. 

Oil executives said Tues- 
day some had returned to 
work but added it was still 
too early to decide the strike 
was over. 

“We still don’t have full 
complement of staff.” a 
spokesman for one major 
multinational firm said. 

The government has given 
oil workers until Thursday to 
go back to work. 

Banks, which have been 
shut since the strikes and 
riots erupted over Mr. 
Abiola’s arrest in June, re- 
mained closed Tuesday 
although bank staff have cal- 
led off their strike. 


“We will reopen later in 
the day. We ourselves are fed 
up with staying' at home," 
said bank executive Rabeem 
Gbadamosi. 

The banks have been 
ordered by the government 
to reopen by Wednesday or 
risk losing their licences. 

The latest strike is by uni- 
versity teachers, which began 
Monday. Pro-government 
rallies took place in the 
northern Nigeria where the 
strike was ignored, national 
papers said Tuesday. 

Mr. Abiola, widely be- 
lieved to have won last year’s 
annulled election, comes 
from the southwest where re- 
sentment about foe scrapping 
of the poll is highest. He is on 
trial for treason for proclaim-- 
ing himself president in de- 
fiance of Gen. Abacha. 

Human rights groups esti- 
mate that up to 100 people 
have been lolled in riots that 
bave swept the southwest 
since bis arrest. 

Five known opponents of 
the government, including 


Frank Kokori, the sacko 
secrctray general of th 
NUPENG oil union, wer 
detained at foe weekend. 

Hie sacked president c 
Nigeria's white-collar oi 
workes union PENGASSAl 
said Tuesday that member 
of the union had not return© 
to work, despite an orde 
from the military ruler. 

“The claim that most c 
our workers resumed ye&ter 
day is a hoax,” Bola Owe 
tiunni told Reuters. 

Mr. Owodunni said: “On! 
those people on essentia 
duties have resumed and the 
arc mostly managemeri 
staff.” 

The union chiefs are cha] 
lenging the government dis 
solution of their executive 
committees through th< 
courts. 

“We do not intend to para 
lyse the economy but govern 
meat’s intransigence to no 
listen to us during negotia 
tions has brought about foi 
impasse,” Mr. Owodunn 
said. 
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Politics by proxy 

THE JUST-ended meeting of the fore- 
ign ministers of Turkey, Syria and 
fan in Damascus took a brave deci- 
sion to renew the agreement on the 
need to preserve Iraq’s territorial 
integrity by rejecting “certain extra- 
regional efforts” aiming to strengthen 
and consolidate the Kurdish position 
in northern Iraq. But by passing such 
a resolution, the neighbours of Iraq 
are merely expressing concern about 
their own Kurdish populations and in 
turn their own territorial integrity in 
the face of growing international sup- 
port for certain Kurdish rights in the 
region. 

The recent Paris meeting held by 
rival Kurdish groups and representa- 
tives in Britain, France and the U.S. 
had a smell of attempted interference 
In the Kurdish question which Ank- 
ara, Tehran and Damascus saw as a 
prelude to the establishment of a 
Kurdish state in northern Iraq. The 
problem with the decision taken by 
Turkish Foreign Minister Mumtaz 
Soysal and Iranian Foreign Minister 
Ali Akbar Velayati and their Syrian 
counterpart Farouk Sharaa rests in 
the fact that it was adopted without 
Baghdad being present at the meeting. 
If there is a genuine concern about 
Iraq’s territorial integrity, Iraqi au- 
thorities should have been the first to 
be present at the Damascus gathering. 
While professing rejection of all forms 
of interferences in Iraqi domestic 
affairs, the neighbours of that Arab 
state sought to do exactly the contrary 
by bypassing the very country that 
they wished to save from partition by 
the major powers. We think Iraq can 
no longer remain isolated from region- 
al or extra-regional decision-taking 
processes. Ankara, Tehran and 
Damascus should have invited the 
government of Iraq to take its proper 
place at such an important meeting. It 
would not have been such a bad idea 
also if the PUK and KDP Kurdish 
factions in northern Iraq were also 
included in meetings which could de- 
termine their future. After all we are 
at the end of the 20th century and the 
policies of the past can no longer be 
viable. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RAT Arabic daily Tuesday said that the Jordanian- 
Palestinian meetings which concluded in Amman Monday 
agreed on a mechanism to discuss issues of common 
interest that have become urgent for two reasons. The 
paper said in its editorial that the urgency of these issues 
resulted from the tangible unity between the Jordanian and 
Palestinian peoples which makes it difficult for any political 
leadership to ignore or dismantle. The second reason, said 
the paper, is due to the acceleration of the peace process 
and the important issues the two sides have to discuss in the 
process and to coordinate their stands on. The two sides 
have shown keenness to activate a joint mechanism to 
discuss developments in the peace process and showed a 
high level of responsibility when they stressed the need to 
coordinate their coverage of the process so as not to allow 
others to undermine bilateral relations, said the paper. It 
noted that that was the reason why the concluding 
statement of the meetings did not mention topics that the 
two sides differ over. The Israeli media, meanwhile, was 
keenly interested in highlighting Jordanian-Palestinian 
differences in an attempt to distract attention from the 
main issue in the region, which is ending the Israeli 
occupation of all Arab lands, namely the Jordanian and 
Palestinian lands, the paper said. It added that Israeli 
manoeuvres to aggravate Arab differences and plant 
secession among them was not even stopped by the peace 
process which gave Israel more “fuel and flammable 
material to add to the fire of secession it was trying to 
plant.” A1 Ra’i said that these manoeuvres only work on 
those who do not realise the deep feelings of pan-Arab 
belonging to both Jordan and Palestine. It said the main 
job of Jordan and Palestine will always remain ending the 
Israeli occupation. 



Washington Watch 


By Dr. James Zogby 


Clinton’s long, hot summer 


U.S. PRESIDENT Bill Clinton is in the midst of a long and 
hot crisis-filled summer. He is facing a wide range of 
challenges, the most important of which threaten his chances 
for success on some of the most key domestic issues on which 
he based his presidency: health care, crime and welfare 
reform. 

Throughout the summer, public approval of the presi- 
dent's performance has followed a downward trend, drop- 
ping more than IS points. It is telling that even in an area 
where Mr. Clinton has had success; the economy, he is 
receiving little public recognition for his efforts. 

The White House continually reminds the press and the 
public that in less than two years. Mr. Clinton has passed a 
major deficit reduction package, created significant new 
foreign trade opportunities for U.S. businesses, restored 
investor confidence in the economy, and overseen an 
economic resurgence which has created 4,000,000 new jobs, 
sustained reasonable economic growth while keeping infla- 
tion down. Yet despite these achievements, recent polls 
show that most Americans express disapproval of die 
president's handling of the economy, and a plurality even 
feel that Republicans would do a better job of handling the 
economy than the president's Democratic Party. 

And even lower than the public’s approval of Mr. 
Clinton's handling of the economy, foreign affairs, health 
care and crime is their overall approval of the president. The 
most recent CNN/USA Today polls shows Mr. Clinton's 
overall approval rating at a low 39 per cent. 

Critics correctly point out the president's contribution to 
his decline in the polls: a succession of public scandals, 
disarray at the White House, and the administration's 
penchant for “waffling” on issues. But the single most 
important reason behind the president’s slide in the pollsis a 
growing cynicism about all government leaders — whether 
Democrat or Republican — and government in general. 

While President Clinton has recently been receiving more 
favourable press coverage, the constant criticism be has 
endured during the past two years has taken its toll. So has 
the incessant partisan sniping that has become the norm in 
political discourse in Washington. An equally damaging but 
less noted phenomenon undermining the president is the 
tone of ridicule which political commentators, newscasters 
and popular comedians use when discussing our political 
leaders. 

This very same pattern of criticism, partisan sniping and 
ridicule that weakened George Bush’s presidency. Mr. 
Clinton is the new victim and every fault of his, whether or 
not it is related to his performance in office, is fair game; 
although he wouldn't be exempt even if he were perfect. 

The end result of this type of discourse is deep public 
cynicism which suggests that the U.S. is on a downwards 
slide, that little can be done to correct “the mess in 
Washington,” and that “those politicians in Washington” are 
not capable of doing the job in any case. Ironically, the need 
to restore hope to a cynical electorate was one of the major 
themes of Mr. Clinton's campaign. So it is especially hurtful 
for the president to see his leadership paralysed by his 
inability to combat public negativity. 

This is more than a morale problem for the White House, 
however; it is a practical political problem as well. As public 
cynicism and disrespect for government grows, so does Mir. 
Clinton's ability to lead and influence legislators to support 
his programmes. 

The president has become so politically weak that his very 


identification with his own programmes has become a 
liability. For example, recent polls show that a clear majority 
of Americans support the type of health care reform that the 
president has called for. The public overwhelmingly believes 
that there should be universal health care coverage for all 
Americans and that employers should pay to cover their 
employees — two central features of the president's prog- 
ramme. But when asked if they support the Clinton health 
care plan, a majority says “no.” 

The president’s political weakness not only poses problems 
for more than just his legislative agenda, but it has political 
ramifications as well. Several Democratic candidates in this 
year’s Congressional elections have already advised the 
White House to “stay away” from their campaigns. This 
prompted one Democratic Party official to state: “We’re 
aware that it is not in the best interests of some of our 
candidates to associate with us (the Clinton administration) 
and we understand this ... if you want us to stay away, we’ll 
stay away.” 

While these comments were, of course, quickly repudiated 
by the White House, they did reflect a widespread attitude 
among Democratic leaders and candidates who have come to 
fear that too close an identification with President Clinton 
will hurt their electoral chances in November. 

lire Republicans' strategy, as indicated by their behaviour 
during the recent voting on the crime bill and the debate over 
health care in tire Senate, is dear: Obstruct the president's 
efforts to pass any legislation this fell. 

The Republicans assume that if they can deny the 
president any legislative victories, they will even further 
erode his leadership, which they hope will improve their 
chances of winning control of Congress in the 1994 elections. 
In this effort they- used stalling tactics and threats against any 
mepibers of their patty who -break, ranks to support the 
president. 

But the Republicans’ success in temporarily derailing the 
president’s crime bill last week shocked the White House 
into action. The president has taken some steps to shore np 
his position, especially in preparation for this fell’s Congres- 
sional elections. In his appeal to Democrats to support his 
position on the legislation, the president correctly observed 
that he needed Democratic votes “to save my presidency." 
Implicit in this appeal was a recognition that if the president 
loses the vote on the crime bill and is further weakened, the 
Democrats' chances to win their elections this fall will 
decrease. 

In further effort to restore confidence, the president is 
engaged in a restructuring of the White House administra- 
tion team. In this effort he has called on three respected 
Democratic party leaders: Leon Panetta (who moved from 
the position of director of the office of management and 
budget to become White House chief of staff), Tony Coehlo 
(a former House majority whip who was assigned to the 
Democratic National Committee to assist in planning 
strategy for the 1994 elections), and Judge Abner Mikva 
(who will take over as White House Legal Counsel). 

It is not clear bow immediately these changes in operations 
will begin to have an effect on White House performance. 
Nor is it clear that they will succeed soon enough to secure 
passage of the crime bin and health care reform before the 
November elections. 

What is dear is that tire president is emerging from his 
long, hot summer with a “wake-up call” and a determination 
to fight to save his embattled presidency. 


India, U.S. burying long-time antagonisms 


By Nelson Graves 
Reuter 

NEW DELHI — When the 
United States ordered a 
quarter of a million Indian 
skirts be taken off store 
shelves tins month on the 
grounds that they could 
catch fire, American diplo- 
mats expected a strong 
reaction in New Delhi. 

But an unruffled Indian 
government refused to 
shout foul. Instead it told 
exporters to win back the 
market by offering scientific 
proof the skirts were not 
excessively flammable. 

“We had expected the 
usual grumblings about un- 
fair trade barriers/’ a U.S. 
diplomat said. “But they 
didn’t really come.” 

Forty-seven years after 
India won independence. 
New Delhi and Washington 
are burying deep-seated 
antagonisms and forging a 
new relationship. 

New Delhi’s level-headed 
reflex in the skirts episode 
demonstrated the pragmat- 
ism that now surrounds 
Indo-U.S. relations, diplo- 
mats and foreign policy 
analysts say. 

The mistrust, prejudices 
and ideological labels that 
kept Washington and New 
Delhi at arm’s length 
throughout the cold war are 
giving way to a cautious 
willingness to strengthen 
ties. 


“There is a wanning of 
the relationship,” said B.G. 
Vergbese of the Centre for 
Policy Research in New 
Delhi. 

The shift is closely re- 
lated to the changed inter- 
national landscape. During 
the cold war Washington 
considered India to be Mos- 
cow's client state. But that 
thorn has been removed 
with the disintegration of 
the Soviet Union. 

Now that Soviet troops 
are out of Afghanistan and 
tensions have cooled in the 
Gulf, India’s Western 
neighbour, Pakistan, no 
longer has strategic primacy 
for Washington, which fair 
many years courted Islama- 
bad with sophisticated 
weaponry. 

Still, until recently 
Washington toed a hard 
fine. 

“Strategic issues in 1992- 
93 were a huge strain cm 
Indo-U.S. relations,” said' 
Bhabani Sen Gupta, execu- 
tive director of the Centre 
for Research on Interna- 
tional Change. 

“There was a very strong 
U.S. emphasis on ham an 
rights, the Nudear Non- 
proliferation Treaty (NPT) 
and missiles.” 

Then India opened up 
the disputed Kashmir re- 
gion to foreigners and di- 
plomats, set up a national 
human rights commission 
and, in early 1993, launched 
bilateral talks with Pakis- 
tan. Kashmir, however, still 


remains largely dosed to 
international human rights 
groups. 

Mr. Gupta said India 
appears to have assured 
Washington that it is in no 
rush to develop its missile- 
launching capability, and 
the emphasis in non-prolif- 
eration aides has shifted to 
seeking a nud ear-safe, as 
opposed to a nudear-free, 
world. 

As Islamic fundamental- 
ism makes inroads in Alser- 


Mr. Wisner quickly won 
plaudits from New Delhi 
when he said there was little 
hope Washington would de- 
liver 38 F-16 warplanes that 
Pakistan had ordered be- 
cause of opposition in Con- 


Tbe Indian government 
then extended a valuable 
payment guarantee to U.S. 
giant Enron Coip, winch is 
building a $3 billion gas 


ia, Malaysia and Turkey, 
Washington looks- to India 
— with the world’s second 
largest Muslim population 
behind Indonesia — as a 
ballast. 

But the deriding factor, 
according to Mr. Gupta, 
was India’s far-reaching 
economic reform prog- 
ramme, launched in 1991, 
which has stoked U.S. 
hopes of cashing in on busi- 
ness opportunities. 

India’s economic poten- 
tial looms even larger as 
some other Asian markets 
become saturated. India is 
also a hedge against the 
possibility of political un- 
rest in China, Mr, Verghese 
said. 

“India needs U.S. tech- 
nology and the U.S. is in- 
terested in the Indian mar- 
ket and its possible stabilis- 
ing role,” he said. 

The recent appointment 
of U.S. Ambassador Frank 
Wisner to a post that had 
long remained vacant 
soothed New Delhi’s pride. 


building a $3 billion gas 
power plant in western 
India. 

Last week Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao 
announced a new plan to 
pay Indian parents to pull 
up to two million children 
out of hazardous jobs and 
put them in school. 

Charity groups said it was 
a dear response to a U.S.- 
led campaign to curb child 
labour in developing coun- 
tries. 

A U.S. diplomat said 
Washington bad decided to 
tone down its criticism of 
India's human rights record 
and quietly prod India and 
Pakistan to settle their rag- 
ing dispute Over Kashmir. 

A parade of U.S. officials 

including Defence Secret- 
ary William Perry are ex- 
pected in India in early 

“Instead of flying at each 
other’s throats, India and 
tile U.S. are willing to sit 
down and talk things out,” 
Mr. Verghese said. “They 
can agree to disagree with- 
out being disagreeable.” 


French leave 
Rwanda — 

could they have 
done more? 


By John FoIIain 

Reuter 

PARrS — As the lasf 
French soldiers in Rwanda 
packed tbeir bags on Sun- 
day, Pans defiantly ap- 
plauded their two-month 
humanitarian mission in the 
face of critics who had ques- 
tioned its motives. . 

French officials say they 
are satisfied with the 
achievements of Operation 
Turquoise and if the milit- 
ary mission did not stabilise 
the region that had not 
been its aim. 

No French official is 
ready to rule out a new 
catastrophe — a new ex- 
odus of refugees or more 
inter-tribal violence. 

A front-page cartoon in 
Le Monde summed up 
France’s failure to ensure 
violence does not flare up 
again as the new govern- 
ment of the Rwanda Patrio- 
tic Front (RPF) gradually 
takes control. 

An unarmed French sol- 
dier boarding a jet turns to 
wag a finger at an RPF 
colleague, who has a gun on 
his shoulder. “We're 
a gr eed — no more geno- 
cide,’’ the Frenchman 
admonishes. 

With its U.N. mandate 
expiring on Sunday, Paris 
says it has pulled off a 
delicate operation and si- 
lenced critics at home and 
abroad who two months 
ago cast doubt on its mo- 
tives. 

Die 2,500 French-led sol- 
diers saved the Lives of 
thousands, from both the 
Hutu and Tutsi tribes, 
thanks to a safe zone in 
southwest Rwanda and 
helped mobilise states 
which had done nothing as. 
pro-Hutu militias unleashed 
a genocide of Tutsis. 

In neighbouring Zaire, 
tiie French won praise for 
the often grisly tasks they 
carried out — piling the 
dead into mass graves, car- 
ing for refugees and sup- 
plying food and water. 

When France went in, 
critics said Paris was acting 
with neo-imperialist mo- 
tives to shield an ally, the 
discredited Hutu-led gov- 
ernment of Rwanda. To- 
day, some of those critics 
want French soldiers to re- 
main. 

“Many countries are 
asking us to stay, but it 
would be interesting to 
make a list to see how many 
of those refused to join us 
when we went in,” said a 
senior military official, still 
bristling at the lack of sup- 
port France had drawn. 

“If there are so many 
appeals for us to stay, it’s 
because our humanitarian 
mission went well,” he said. 

But the presence of the 
French troops still risks 
being remembered as only a 
brief intermission in a series 
of woes to hit the African 
country. 

French Foreign Minister 
Alain Juppe has acknow- 


ledged that “Turquoise has 
not stabilised the region”. 
He told reporters on Fri- 
day, however, that this had 
not been the operation's 
aim. J 

The relief agency Mede- 
cins Sans Frontieres (Doc- 
tor Without Borders) said 
the soldiers were leaving 
“chaos” behind them. 
Medecins du Monde (Doc- 
tors of the World) said 
rearmed and aggressive 
pro-Hutu forces were still 
active. 

It appealed to the U.N. 
force in Rwanda to widen 
its mandate so it could ex- 
pel militiamen from the 
zone, establish a police 
force and arrest the authors 
of the genocide. 

Tbe seeds of a new out- , 
break of violence are buried ; 
in the camps in the form of 
pro-Hutu militiamen hid- i 
den among refugees. 

The watchdog human 
rights Watch/Africa criti- 
cised France — one of the 
first countries to denounce 
“genocide” — for failing to 
detain those who carried 
out the killings. 

Senior figures behind the ' 
genocide, which claimed 
some 500,000 lives, are re- 
ported to have obtained re- 
nige in Zaire from where 
they continue to fan ethnic 
hatred. 

Several Hutu govern- 
ment leaders, including ex- 
prime minister Jean Kam- 
banda, fled via the French- 
controlled safe zone. 

“We told die U.N. all we 
know about the violence.” 
the military source said. 
“We arrested people caught 
red-handed committing off- 
ences, but it definitely 
wasn't up to us to hunt for 
murderers and arrest 
them.” ' •’ 

•• According to Paris, the 
ball is now in the court of 
the new Kigali government, 
which must demonstrate it 
can reassure its people and 
avert another refugee ex- 
odus. 

The enduring hostility of 
the new Kigali rulers, with 
their repeated calls for 
French soldiers to pull out, 
played into the hands of 
French Prime Minister 
Edouard Balladur who was 
keen for the troops to pull 
out on time. 

The U.N. force inherits a 
challenging task. French 
officials say there are 2.5 
million residents and re- 
fugees in he “safe zone” 
against 1.9 million in therest 
of Rwanda. 

In the strategic power 
game. Operation Turquoise 
has shown France stands 
almost alone in the West as 
a country with the means 
and the will to intervene 
militarily in Africa. 

Beyond tbe lives they un- 
doubtedly saved, the 
French troops will have 
served to flesh out Mr. Bal- 
ladur’s ambition, which he 
repeated this week, for 
France not to be seen only 
as a “medium-sized 
power." 
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Jordan made specific proposals 


(Coutinned from page I) 

see their meetings with each 
other as one aimed at addres- 
sing the mapping of a future 
that wiD reflect on the two 
sides equally. 

“We told them we are not 
negotiating with them, we are 
only trying to do the things 
flat have to be done,” one 
official said. 

Bat the more important 
result of the meetings, held 
after months of uneasy rela- 
tions, was iu laying the 
grounds and hopefully 
allaying the fears that have so 
far hindered Palestinian coor- 
dination with Jordan. 

The fact that the members 
of the cabinet-level Palesti- 
nian delegation “were more 
politicians than economists** 
ts because they appeared to 
be “assessing the political 
atmosphere ahead of a higher 
meeting between His Majesty 
King Hussein and President 
Yasser Arafet,” one Jorda- 
nian official said. 

The Pales tinian delegation 
apparently had told the 
Jordanian side that they 
wanted final agreements to 


be signed by Mr. Arafat him- 
self. Because of t h i s message, 
Jordanian offi cials believe a 
summit between the Jorda- 
nian and Pales tinian leaders 
will only come after the joint 
committee paves the road for 
a successful visit, probably 
after die next meeting in 
September. 

The Jordanian side be- 
lieves that it might have been 
successful at laying to rest 
what they say are “unsub- 
stantiated fears’* towards 
Jordanian intentions whether 
over the issue of Jerusalem or 
on trade and banks. 

“The overall feeling we 
got, as Jordanian delegates to 
this meeting, is that there is a 
lot Jordan can do to facilitate 
the task of the Palestinian 
self-rule authority,” the 
senior official said. 

“AJso we fed that any dif- 
ficulties they may have in 
handling their affairs, 
whether internally or with 
international donors, are 
problems that affect us as 
well and with which we have 
had experience, as a state, 
which we could impart on 
them,” he said. 
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forum 


(Con ti nued from page 1) 

“Furthermore, we should 
not be discussing those issues 
in the street. We should sit 
together and talk about them 
and try to find solutions to 
differences,” he said. 

Re said these differences in 
news “do not mean that 
there is a conflict” with the 
Palestinians, and affirmed 
drat every point of differ- 
ences was discussed at the 
meetings which concluded 
Monday in Amman . 

Dr. Majali, who was seen 
off at the airport by Deputy 
Prime Minister Thouqan Al 
Hlndawi, several Cabinet 
members , Jordanian Ambas- 
sador in Washington Fayez 
Tarawnefa and several offi- 


cials, will deliver several lec- 
tures on behalf of His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san on the Middle Bast peace 
process and Jordan's role in 
it. 

He said that it was impera- 
tive to preserve and hi g hli g ht 
Jordan's good image in Arab 
and international intellectual 
arenas. 

The premier will deliver 
lectures at tire Rand Founda- 
tion and at the Los Angeles 
World Affairs Council. 

The premier, in his com- 
ments to Petra, described 
Jordanian-American rela- 
tions as good, pointing to 
Washington’s writing off ofpart 
of Jordan's debts ami asking 
other countries to reduce 
these debts. 


Activists step up campaign 


(Con fi r me d from page 1) 

pan-Arab mobilisation to 
achieve the goals of the strug- 
gle and national liberation 
stage; and articles 20-26 
which consider the Balfour 
Declaration and the (British) 
mandate pact noil and con- 
sider Zionism as an imperial 
political, racist, expansionist 
movement” 

“Therefore we have to 
affirm that if Mr. Yasser Ara- 
fat succeeds in illegally intro- 
ducing amendments that he 
has committed himself to, 
only few procedural articles 
will remain out of the char- 
ter's 33 articles.” 

It said Mr. Arafet had no 
authority to represent the 
Pales tinian people or act on 
behalf of the FLO or any 
PLO institutions. The state- 
ment noted that Mr. Arafet 
has not been able to convene 
a meeting of the PLO Execu- 
tive Committee itself because 
of lade of quorum. 

Among the signatories 
were: 

— Ibr ahim Baker, lawyer 
and former member of the 
PNC and deputy chairman of 
the Executive Committee; 

— Ahmad Sedki A1 Dajam, 
PNC member and former 
member of the Executive 
Committee; 

— Edward Said, professor at 
Columbia University; 

— Asaad Bayyoud AI Tami- 
nri, PNC member; 

— Asma Khader, lawyer; 

— Amin Qubba’a, resear- 
cher, 

— Bassam Al Shakaa, 
elected mayor of Nablus; 

— Bahjat Abu Gharbiya, 
PNC member and former ex- 
ecutive co mmi ttee member; 
— Tayseer Khaled, PNC and 
Executive Committee mem- 
ber, 

— Jamil Maraqa, PNC mem- 
ber, 

— Jawad Younts, lawyer; 

— George Habash, secretary 
general of the PFLP; 

— Haidar Abdul Shaft, head 
of the Palestinian negotiating 
team in Madrid ana former 
deputy speaker of the PNC; 
— Khaled Al Fahoum, for- 
ma PNC speaker; 

—Riyad Al Maffiri, professor 
at Bir Zeit University; 

— Riyad Mansour, deputy 
ambassador to the U.N.; 

— Saji Salameb, PNC mem- 
ber 

— Samiha Khalil, chair- 
woman of die In’ash Al Usra 
Society; 

— Shafiq Al Hout, PNC and 
Executive Committee mem- 
ber; 

— SalahSalah, PNC member 

and former member of the 
Executive Committee; 

— ' Abbas Zalri, member of 
the PNC and the Fateh Cen- 
tral Committee; 

— Abdul Jabbar Abu Gbar- 
fciyefa, member of the admi- 
nistrative committee of the 
Arab Human Rights Orga- 
nisation; 

■ — Abdul Samih, PNC mem- 
ber 

— Abdul Rahim Mulawwib. ! 


member of the Central Coun- 
cil and Executive Committee; 

— Abdul Aziz Ahmad, doc- 
tor, 

— Issam Abdul Hadi, Cen- 
tral .Council member and 
president of the General Fed- 
eration of Palestinian 
Women; 

— Father Odeh Al Rantisi, 


— Fahd Al Rimawi, journal- 
ist; 

— Labeeb Qamhawi, vice- 
president of the Arab Human 
Rights Organisation; 

— Mohammad Hasan 
Milhem, Central Council 
member and former member 
of the Executive Committee; 

— Mahmoud Tayyem, PNC 
member and former deputy 
speaker; 

— Nayef Hawatmeh, secret- 
ary general of the DFLP; 

Ham Al Hassan, Central 
Council member and Fateh 
Central Committee member; 

— Hisham Sharabi, history 
professor at Georgetown 
University; and 

— Yahya Hammoudeb, 
former Executive Committee 
chairman and PNC speaker. 

Israelis wound 
two in Gaza 

(Continued from page 1) 

ney general has enough evi- 
dence to try the four officers. 

; It is a positive step,” Dr. 
Ashrawi said. 

Israeli security forces have 
arrested 12 Palestinians ac- 
cused of belonging to the 
Islamic group Hamas, the 
army said Monday. 

They were seized in Sun- 
day night raids in two villages 
near the town of Jenin in the 
northern West Bank, an 
army statement said. It did 
not specify any charges 
agains t the men. 

The arrests could affect the 
tense relations between Israel 
and the self-rule government, 
which is especially sensitive 
to Israel's continued jailing of 
Palestinians. 

■ Some 4,500 detainees have 
Been released since the onset 
of Palestinian autonomy in 

the Gaza Strip and Jericho in 
May, but several thousand 
remain in Israeli jails. 

Five Israelis have been kil- 
led since the PLO took over 
the autonomous areas and 
Islamic fundamentalist 
eronps were blamed. Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin has accused Mr. Ara- 
fet of not doing enough to 
stem such attacks. 

The sides are currently 
negotiating the expansion of 
civilian aspects of autonomy 
throughout the West Bank as 

well. . . 

The Palestinian ponce 
chief General Nasr Yousef 
said on Tuesday the PLO has 
put off issuing orders to 
arrest Hamas militants de- 
spite calls to end violence. 

He said the PLO had hs , 
“reasons which are pmitical 

and its own vision of things. 
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Sifting through “second hand” clothing at a downtown Amman dotbes stall (File photo) 
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pantly consum eristic — we 
don't save, we spend — but 
alongside this conspicuous 
consumption, we are also 
charitable. People think no- 
thing of bundling up their 
unwanted family dothing, 
their no longer fashionable 
or out of season gear, and 
depositing it in one of the 
collection bins. The era of 
the hand-me-downs has 
passed but we have re- 
placed it with something we' 
consider to be equally prac- 
tical and helpful. 

I first began to wonder 
what happens to all the 
dothing donated ro the wel- 
fare agendes since I've 
been living in a developing 
country where imported 
dothing is so expensive I 
refuse to buy it and the 
locally made stuff is either 
badly made or uninspiring. 

As an employed expatri- 
ate I can, of course, replen- 
ish supplies during annual 
leave. However, apart from 
underwear and socks, ev- 
erything I’ve bought in Jor- 
dan has been second hand. 
For many local people on 
lower to middle dass in- 
comes the well stocked 
shops erf imported second 
hand dothing are their only 


means of keeping them- 
selves and their families 
reasonably dressed. 

Before I go any further, I 
should point out something. 
Like most Australians I 
have a fairly naive view of 
what happens to the dothes 
donated to the welfare 
agencies. I've always 
assumed that they are dis- 
tributed amongst needy 
people, either at home or 
abroad. 

Wrong. 

Your clothes are bundled 
and strapped up into large 
bails which are then sold to 
a wholesale dealer at a fixed 
minimum price per bail. 
Apart from the few gar- 
ments that trickle into the 
agencies' opportunity 
shops, that minimum bulk 
price is the only benefit 
they and their clients get 
from collecting the dothes. 

What does the wholesaler 
do? He employs several 
sorters at his warehouse. 


They select the best quality, 
top table items which are 
then bought in bulk by the 
second hand boutiques 
around town which sell 
them singly, off the rack to 
you. Don’t be surprised if 
you see the dothes and 
accessories you thought 
were going to be distributed 
amongst the needy for sale 
at a so-called pre-loved or 
re -cycled dothing store. 

The wholesaler then 
deans and bundles the re- 
maining dothes into bails 
again, selling them to dis- 
tributers at approximately a 
one hundred percent mark 
up on the original bail 
price. From my own experi- 
ence in Jordan and Syria. I 
can assure you that many of 
the clothes following a simi- 
lar route through European 
countries do end up in the 
Third World. 

They are not distributed 
amongst the needy there 
either. They are sold by 


retailers. 1 know because 
I’m wearing some of them. 

One of the fastest grow- 
ing enterprises in down- 
town Amman is the retail- 
ing of imported second 
hand clothing which — and 
I've only just recently real- 
ised this — was originally 
donated to charity. There 
are certain areas — French 
Loaf and Italian Hospital 
Streets are the largest and 
busiest — where every shop 
for block after block has 
been given over to this cu- 
rious enterprise. 

Some shops specialise in 
shoes hanging by the hun- 
dreds of pairs from the ceil- 
ing. others in children's, 
women's or men's clothing. 
Other shops spedalise in 
winter weights and over- 
coats — people who have 
never lived in the Middle 
East have no idea how cold 
it gets in winter. 

In the back rooms you 
can often see the bails, ab- 
out a metre-and-a-haif 
high, wide and deep. There 
will also be a non-stop iron- 
ing board and tailor's stool. 
Everything is pressed and 
repaired on the premises 
and the only way to buy is 




to bargain. Once again, the 
clothes have been bought in 
bulk but axe sold individual- 
ly, so the mark up cannot 
be estimated. 

On Friday, the Muslim 
day of rest,’ the shops are 
closed but the streets are 
inundated with trestle 
tables atul makeshift stalls 
selling the same goods. 
Judging by the labels I’ve 
seen and bought, most of 
the goods coming into Jor- 
dan were probably once 
collected by welfare agen- 
cies in Germany and Scan- 
dinavia. 

Despite the extraordin- 
ary number of shops in- 
volved in the trade, there 
are probably only a handful 
of operators bringing in and 
distributing the goods. The 
profits these local entrep- 
reneurs arc making from 
the sale of clothes originally 
donated to charity must be 
very high indeed. 


The write: is an \ ustralian 
freelance ;uurr;j/i.\f and 
teacher currently living in 
Amman. He contributed 
this article to the Jordan 
Times. 


Nigeria’s crisis pits 
businessmen against generals 


Carlos seen expendable 
in post-cold war world 


By James Jnkwey 

Renter 

LAGOS — Nigeria’s crisis 
pitting a southern multi- 
millionaire .businessman 
against entrenched north- 
ern generals threatens to 
ignite a wider ethnic con- 
flict. 

While businessman and 
opposition leader Mosbood 
Abiola bides his time in jail 
on treason charges and 
military ruler General Sani 
Abacha shows no sign of 
compromise, Africa’s most 
populous country is para- 
lysed by strikes and spor- 
adic riots. 

Militant oil unions de- 
manding Mr. Abiola’s re- 
lease and installation as 
president have been on 
strike since July 4 and 
brought Nigeria's oil-de- 
pendent economy to its 
knees. 

“Abacha's greatest 
advantage is that people 
underestimate him. They 
think be is a pushover,” 
said one Western diplomat. 

Gen. Abacba shocked 
leaders of the striking oil 
unions last week when he 
dismissed them and ordered 
the strikers back to work 
without giving in to any of 
their 10-point demands. 

Gen. Abacha. SI, is 
Nigeria's eighth military 
ruler and is as uncomprom- 
ising as be is inscrutable. 

He seized power last 
November during the anar- 
chy unleashed by the annul- 
ment of last year's presiden- 
tial election which Mr. 
Abiola — one of the few 
candidates allowed by the 
generals to run — is widely 
believed to have won. 

Until then the generals 
and Mr. Abiola were 


known to be friends. 

Mr. Abiola owed his can- 
didacy to the then military 
President Ibrahim Babangj- 
da who saw Mr. Abiola as 
air acceptable opposition fi- 
gure unlikely to beat the 
generals'- preferred north- 
ern candidate. 

Mr. Abiola, 56, has 
-transformed his image from 
that of a lackey of Western 
imperialism to a champion 
of democracy. 

The annulment of the 
June U, 1993, election 
made him a cause celebre of 
a pro-democracy movement 
opposed to the army’s stop- 
start and manipulated re- 
turn to a civil rule prog- 
ramme. 

Mr. Abiola, an accoun- 
tant who owns a domestic 
airline and newspaper 
group, rose from extremely 
poor beginnings to become 
a philanthropic patron of 
communities and indi- 
viduals throughout Africa 
and its diaspora, earning 
widespread popularity. 

Aides say his panacea for 
Nigeria's ailing economy is 
the introduction of Singa- 
pore-style paternalistic au- 
thoritarianism with an 
emphasis on big business. 

Mr. Abiola’s main consti- 
tuency is the Yoruba-speak- 
ing southwest of Nigeria 
whose people are anxious 
to see northern political 
dominance ended. 

Nigeria has been gov- 
erned by soldiers for 24 out 
of its 34 years of independ- 
ence. 

Despite pressure from 
pro-democracy groups and 
Mr. Abiola’s supporters for 
an immediate end to milit- 
ary rule, Gen. Abacha has 
said democracy will be res- 
tored only through the con- 
stitutional conference he in- 


augurated in June. 

A wealthy officer with a 
keen business mind, Gen. 
Abacha is a short clapper 
man in dark glasses. He 
says little in public and 
sometimes appears aloof. 

Military sources say Gen. 
Abacha has been involved 
in every successful coup 
since 1975, when then head 
of state Gen. Yakubu 
Gowon was overthrown. 

Both Mr. Abiola and 
Gen. Abacha are Muslims 
but the infantry general was 
born in the northern state 
of Kano. He fought in 
Nigeria’s 1967-70 civil war 

when the southeast region 
of Biafra fought for seces- 
sion. An estimated one mil- 
lion people died of war and 
famine. 

Gen. Abacha attended 
the former Mods Officer 
Cadet College in England 
in 1964 and rose swiftly 
through the ranks to col- 
onel in 1975. He was prom- 
oted to brigadier in 1980. 

Up to 100 people have 
been killed in riots since 
Mr. Abiola was arrested in 
June after proclaiming him- 
self president on the 
anniversary of the annulled 
election. 

Most of the violence was 
in the southwest, Mr. 
Abiola’s stronghold which 
includes the commercial 
capital Lagos but not the 
political capital, which 
army rulers had moved to in 
the inland city of Abuja. 

Many of the sacked oil 
onion leaders come from 
the south where Nigeria’s 
oil is pumped. But because 
northerners dominate gov- 
ernment much of the pro- 
ceeds is syphoned off for 
projects in other areas, 
leaving the oil-producing 
south neglected. 


By Jim Wolf 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON — By 
die end of his long and 
bloody career, Carlos had, 
like so many of his victims, 
become expendable. 

Experts inside and out- 
side the U.S. government 
said the notorious guerrilla 
captured in Sudan and ex- 
tradited to France Monday 
was doomed by post-cold 
war trends that brought an 
end to his sponsorship by 
such pariah states as Iran, 
and Libya that the United 
States claims support ter- 
rorism. 

They said Carlos, who 
eluded security forces for 
20 years, outlived his use- 
fulness to East European 
and Middle Eastern intelli- 
gence services that alleged- 
ly sheltered him during the 
cold war. 

As a result, he lost the 
organisation and safe 
haven network that helped 
him carry out spectacular 
attacks beginning in the 
mid-1970s, including the 
1975 kidnaping of 11 oil 
ministers attending an 
OPEC meeting in Vienna. 

“He’s someone from a 
bygone era. He’s an histor- 
ical curiosity,” said Vincent 
Cannistraro, head of Cen- 
tral Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) counterterrorist op- 
erations between 1988 and 
1990. 

Mr. Cannistraro said 
Syria expelled Carlos 
months ago because of 
pressure from France, 
where a court sentenced 
him in his absence to life 
imprisonment for killing 
two French counterspies in 
1975. 

“There was no reason for 
the Sudanese not to 


cooperate. And there was 
every reason for them to 
cooperate, to show they 
were being helpful in the 
fight against terrorism." 
Mr. Cannistraro said in a 
telephone interview. “Car- 
los had become a throw- 
away.’’ 

Larry Johnson, a former 
State Department official 
who now runs an interna- 
tional security consulting 
firm, said: “The bottom 
line is, his state sponsorship 
ran out." 

A U.S. intelligence 
offiical said the CIA had 
tracked Carlos across four 
continents for two decades. 

"The CIA’s cooperation 
with governments in Mid- 
dle East and elsewhere 
helped dose the noose, 
steadily denying Carlos 
safe havens," he said. “The 
CIA’s tracking his move- 
ments was a key contribu- 
tion to the French success 
in Sudan.” 

Yossef Bodansky. direc- 
tor of the House of Repre- 
sentatives Republican Task 
. Force on Terrorism and 
Unconventional Warfare, 
said he doubted Carlos's 
capture spelled an end to 
Sudan's alleged support of 
milirant groups seeking to 
abort the Arab-Isracli 
peace process and oust 
secular governments in 
Algeria and Egypt. 

Kenneth Katz man. an 
expert on militant Islam at 
the congressional research 
service, said Carlos had be- 
come “expendable.” giving 
Sudan 3n easy way "to de- 
flect attention from its in- 
volvement with Islamic 
militants." 

Last August, the U.$. 
Stare Department added 
Sudan to the official U.S. 
list of state sponsors of ter- 
rorism, joining Iran. Iraq, 


Libya, Syria. North Korea 
and Cuba. As an officially 
listed terrorist pariah state. 
Sudan has been barred 
from trading with the Un- 
ited States or getting aid. 

According to an annual 
Slate Department report ti- 
tled "Patterns ol Global 
Terrorism," Sudan has 
been pros iding sanctu.iry 
to such radical groups as 
Hizbotlah. Hamas and the 
Palestinian Islamic Jihad. 

“Sudan served as a con- 
venient transit point, meet- 
ing site and safe haven for 
Iranian-backed extremist 
groups," the August 1993 
report claimed. It" said that 
five of the 15 suspects 
arrested last year after the 
Feh. 26 bombing of New 
York's World Trade Cen- 
tre were Sudanese citizens. 

St a t c Department 
sp o k e s m a n Michael 
McCurry said Sudan's 
handover of Carlos was 
welcome but ''in and of 
itself is not sufficient action 
to cause us to rescind their 
listing." 

In Khartoum. Sudanese 
Interior Minister Al Tayeb 
Ibrahim Mohammad Khair 
said Carlos entered the 
country using a false nass- 
port and was seized by 
security agents at a rented 
house as he plotted attacks 
against foreign interests in 
Sudan. He was extradited 
to France Monday. 

The Venezuelan-horn 

Carlos, whose real name is 
Uiich Ramirez Sanchez, 
was a key figure in guerrilla 
movements from Western 
Europe to the Middle East 
to Japan. Mr. Pasqua said 
he had been responsible for 
the deaths of S3 people 
worldwide over the past 2D 
years, including at least 15 
French nationals. 


JORDAN TIMES, WEDNESDAY. AUGUST 24, 19M ^ 


U.N. chief sees global ‘social crisis’, cites 
poverty, unemployment and upheaval 


British recovery gathering pace 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) 
— Secretary-General Bout- 
ros Boutros-Ghali Monday 
said the world faces a global 
“social crisis”, caused by 
poverty, unemployment, up- 
heaval and social disintegra- 
tion. 

He called on die interna- 
tional community to make a 
commitment to social de- 
velopment, cutting military 
budgets first, not social and 
environmental spending. 

The U.N. chief called on 
nations attending the world 
summit for social develop- 
tneni next March in 
Copenhagen, Denmark, to 
pledge to reduce by half or 
more the proportion of peo- 
ple living in absolute poverty, 
to create jobs and to reduce 
disparities among income 
groups, sexes, ethnic groups, 
regions and nations. 

The social summit is the 


latest of a series of ambitious 
international conferences: 
The children's summit several 
years ago, the earth summit 
in 1992, the international 
conference on population 
and development to be held 
next month in Cairo, Egypt 
and the fourth world confer- 
ence on women to be held in 
September 1994 in Beijing. 

Dr. Boutros-Ghali addres- 
sed the opening of the sum- 
mit’s second preparatory con- 
ference at U.N. headquar- 
ters. The conference, ending 
Sept. 2, will formulate a dec- 
laration and plan of action to 
be adopted in Copenhagen. 
Another preparatory meeting 
will be held in January to 
complete the texts to be 
adopted by heads of state at 
the summit. 

“The global social crisis 
threatens many states as 
mud) as any foreign army,” 


Dr. Boutros-Ghali told rep- 
resentatives of the 184 U.N. 
members as well as repre 
sentatives of non- 
governmental organisations 
and others attending. 

For SO years, he said, the 
United Nations has avoided 
another world war, “but 
without investment in social 
development, the founda- 
tions of peace will not be 
secured.” 

“It is time to balance the 
old commitment to territorial 
security with a new commit- 
ment to human security: To 
shift from providing security 
through arms to ensuring 
security through develop- 
ment,” he emphasised. 

Fresh efforts are required 
to revive development in the 
least developed countries, 
particularly in sub-Saharan 
Africa, Dr. Boutros-Ghali 
said. 


In Africa, he said, major 
domestic reforms are needed. 
He ailed on the internation- 
al community to enter into 
development compacts with 
individual countries in Africa 
and elsewhere. 

The summit, he said, “pre- 
sents a major opportunity to 
dose the traditional North- 
South divide and to open a 
new chapter in international 
development cooperation for 
the post-cold war era. 

Among many proposals, 
the draft summit document 
calls for each nation to set a 
timetable for efiminating ex- 
treme poverty, which afflicts 
1.3 billion people worldwide. 

Issues of resources and 
technology sharing are likely 
to divide developed and les- 
ser developed nations, as 
they do in many international 
forums. 

Inadequate financing for 


U.N. development and other 
agencies also is likely to be 
discussed. International 
funding for the U.N. De- 
velopment Programme 
(UNDP), the U.N. Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF) and other 
agencies are declining while 
funding for U.N. peacekeep- 
ing missions i$ on the rise. 

“If that trend continues, 
the U.N. will become 
irrelevant in development,” 
conference chairman Joan 
Soma via, the ambassador of 
Qiile, told a news confer- 
ence. But be also said that 
the United Nations and its 
age odes most become more 
efficient and effective 

He said that one of the 
many signs of the social crisis 
is the death every day of 
35,000 children worldwide 
and said most of the deaths 
could be prevented with bet- 
ter social services. 


LONDON (R) — Britain’s 
economic recovery is gather- 
ing pace and economists said 
1994 growth looks like out- 
stripping the 2.75 per cent 
forecast by the government in 
June. 

Revised data from the 
Central Statistical Office 
(CSO) showed that gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
grew at one per cent in the 
second quarter from the first 
rather than 0.9 per cent. 

That meant the economy 
was 3.7 per cent bigger than 
in the second quarter of 1993 
rather than 3.3 per cent. 

Economist Adrian Cooper 
at brokers James Capel said 
the big revisions added cre- 
dence to Capel's forecast that 
1994 growth would reach 3.5 
per cent. He now expected 
the consensus forecast in 
financial markets to move to 
3.5 per cent from three per 
cent. 
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German growth accelerating 


Ukraine easing exchange curbs but may be slow 


KIEV (R) — Ukraine's new 
administration announced 
plans Tuesday to reopen the 
Kiev currency exchange and 
ease state control over mar- 
kets, but economists called 
the moves half-hearted. 

A decree signed by Presi- 
dent Leonid Kuchma aims to 
bring the overvalued official 
foreign-exchange rate of 
Ukraine's currency, the kar- 
bovanets, gradually in line 
with the much lower market 
rate by the end of the year. 

It also ordered the Ukrai- 
nian Interbank Currency Ex- 
change to resume trading on 
Oct. 1. The bourse was 
dosed last November after 


the government accused it of 
fuelling inflation. 

But economists said the 
decree fell short of expecta- 
tions and they criticised its 
vague wording and long 
deadlines. 

“I can’t imagine that the 
(International Monetary 
Fund) and other institutions 
will be pleased with this. It’s 
quite different from what 
Kuchma and his advisers had 
led us to believe,” said one 
Western diplomat. 

“This is a recipe for further 
drift. They’ve essentially 
maintained the same system, 
perhaps knocking off some of 
the rough edges.” be added. 


Mr. Kuchma’s administra- 
tion is under pressure to right 
the economy to receive. $4 
billion in aid promised by 
Western economic institu- 
tions provided Ukraine starts 
.serious reforms. An IMF mis- 
sion is in Kiev to work on an 
economic stabilisation prog- 
ramme with the government. 

But a conservative parlia- 
ment and government are 
pushing for more centralised 
control of the economy. 

“This is not a simple issue, 
and the decree is a comprom- 
ise. I am certain we will be 
criticised by both the left and 
the right,” Mr. Kuchma’s top 


economic adviser Anatoly 
Halcfaynsky told a news brief- 
ing. 

“There were serious differ- 
ences on this. We will have to 
work with the parliament on 
this,” he said. 

Mr. Halcfaynsky said the 
government hoped the 
reopening of die exchange 
would open die door to a 
Western-backed currency 
stabilisation fund. The soon- 
er such a fund was set up, he 
said, the sooner Ukraine 
would have real market ex- 
change rates. 

Umarne has two exchange, 
rates — an official rate used 


for the sale of 50 per cent of 
companies' hard-currency 
earnings, and a second rate 
set at weekly central bank 
auctions. 

Under the terms of the 
decree, the official rate will 
be based on a series of fac- 
tors, including inflation, 
monetary creation and the 
trade balance. There is no 
direct link to the market rate. 

Economists have long criti- 
cised the lade of a free ex- 
change rate and the compul- 
sory sale of export earnings, 
saying they discouraged ex- 
porters and led to widespread 
capital flight and government 
corruption. 


BONN (R) — The German 
economy is picking op tem- 
po, die labour market is sta- 
bilising and inflation is re- 
treating, Economics Minister 
Guenter Rexrodt has said. 

But he declined to com- 
ment on where the Bundes- 
bank's official interest rates 
were beaded. 

The government has raised 
its projection for 1994 pan- 
German economic growth to 
2.0-2 .5 per cent from its ear- 
lier projection of 1.0-1 .5 per 
cent, Mr. Rexrodt said. 

“The German economy in 
both east and west finds itself 
in a dear updraft,” he said. 

West German gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
grew by one per cent in the 
second quarter of 1994 from 
the first quarter and was up 
two per cent from the same 


India’s navy chief calls 
for expansion of fleet 


BOMBAY (R) — India’s 
naval chief ha$ called for a 
bigger budgetto expand the 
country’s extensive blue wa- 
ter fleet in order to protect 
trade along India’s sea lanes 
as it continues to open up its 
economy after decades of 
protectionism. 

“With the opening up of 
our economy, we are once 
again becoming a major trad- 
ing nation over the seas," 
said Admiral V.S. 
Shekhawat. 

“We therefore require a 
sufficiently strong navy to 
safeguard India's maritime 
interests," Admiral Shekha- 
wat said. 

The navy’s current budget 
of 30 billion rupees (S937 
million), which is 13 per cent 
of India's total defence 
budget, was inadequate. 
Admiral Shekhawat said. 

“With a 15 per cent de- 
fences budget allocation for 
the navy, all 1 can possibly do 
is arrest the downslide,” he 


said. “What I require is not 
just to arrest the downslide, 
but a significant reversal, for 
which 18 to 20 per cent of the 
total defence budget is essen- 
tial.” 

Admiral Shekhawat said 
that the Indian navy wants to 
buOd its own ships to standar- 
dise on equipment and spares 
and reduce expenses on train- 
ing, all of which are much 
higher now because of the 
variety of ships in the fleet. 

“We propose to go for 
indigenous general purpose 
frigates,” he said, adding that 
government approval tor a 
bigger budget would result in 
the fleet expanding substan- 
tially in about 10 years. 

Analysts believe India's 
tightening of its purse strings 
for defence in recent years 
has been influenced by cur- 
rent views on regional secur- 
ity and the economic reforms 
launched in mid-1991. 

The Indian Ocean, focus of 
a blue water fleet India sought 


to build in the 1980s, is now a 
relatively low area of strategic 
concern after the end of the 
cold war and following New 
Delhi’s rapprochement with 
Beijing, the analysts say. 

India, ally of the Soviet 
Union in the cold war and a 
rival of China after their bor- 
der war in 1962, had alarmed 
countries as far away as Au- 
stralia and southeast Asia as 
its navy's blue water reach 
began to grow. 

The concerns reached a 
peak when India acquired on 
lease a nuclear-powered sub- 
marine from the Soviet Un- 
ion in 1989. 

Asked if the navy's sub- 
marine design group had 
drawn up plans for a locally 
made nuclear-powered sub- 
marine, Admiral Shekhawat 
said that only conventionally, 
powered submarines were 
being sought at present. 

Admiral Shekhawat also 
rejected the option of pur- 
chasing aircraft carriers to 
replace the ageing VDaanL 


South Africa recovery still 
fragile, central bank says 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — 
South Africa's year-long re- 
covery from its longest reces- 
sion on record remained fra- 
gile and could easily lose 
momentum if labour friction 
persisted, Reserve (central) 
Bank Governor Chris Stals 
said Tuesday. 

He ruled out any quick-fix 
solutions to the economic 
challenges of post-apartheid 
South Africa, including wide- 
spread unemployment in 
which 29 per cent of the 
labour force was unable to 
find paid work. 

“It is an unequivocal fact 
... that massive unemploy- 
ment will remain a feature for 
some time to come as a lega- 
cy of the dismal performance 
of the South Africa economy 
over the past decade,” he 
told the bank’s annual meet- 
ing. 

The economy started to 
recover in 1993 after four 
years of recession, which in- 


cluded ' three-in' a row of 
economic shrinkage. 

Mr. Stals. said however, 
that growth faltered early this 
year amid uncertainties 
ahead of the country’s first 
all-race elections in April.. 

“The recovery must still be 
regarded as fragile,” he said. 
“It could easily lose its 
momentum again, particu- 
larly if the current friction 
between various trade unions 
and employers is not resolved 
soon.” 

He spoke against the back- 
ground of a wave of strikes, 
accompanied by annual wage 


problems of socio-political 
reform. 

^..‘‘On the one hand, the 
country is faced with massive 
but not nnreasonable ex- 
pectations of its people for 
better living conditions and a 
better standard of life. On 
the other, we have limited 
resources,” he said. 

He reaffirmed his commit- 
ment to disciplined monetary 
policy and the anti-inflation 
fight which had reduced the 
rate of growth in prices to 
single digits in 1993 for the 
first year in 20, and had kept 
it below eight per cent this 


negotiations, aimed at secur= — year. 

ing the “better life for all" “We have not yet suc- 
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promised by President Nel- 
son Mandela in his election 
campaign. 

Production disruptions had 
already persuaded Finance 
Minister Derek Keys to drop 
bis sights from 3.0-4.0 per 
cent growth for 1994, 
although be said recently he 
still expected more than 2.5 
per cent following 13. per 
cent last year. 

Mr. Stals urged the country 
to face its economic chal- 
lenges in the same spirit in 
'which it bad. approached 
“almost insurmountable” 


ceeded in breaking the infla- 
tion psychosis,” he said, 
adding high inflation particu- 
larly fit toe poor by eroding 
their living standards more. 

South Africans, he said, 
had to rid themselves of the 
illusion that a solution to 
economic problems lay in 
artificial changes to prices. 

“We cannot make South 
Africa rich just by depredat- 
ing the exchange rate, by 
lowering interest rates, by 
increasing wages, or by creat- 
ing more inflation,” he 
pointed out. 
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quarter a year earlier. West 
German GDP is now ex- 
pected to grow between 1.5- 
2.0 per cent in 1994, up from 
earlier forecasts of growth of 
0.5-1 .0 per cent. 

With Oct. 16 parliamen- 
tary elections approaching, 
trade unions and the opposi- 
tion Social Democrats (SPD) 
say the government has 
painted too rosy a picture of 
the economy, but Mr. Re- 
xrodt said the new data 
showed the government had 
been following the right poli- 
cy line. 

Data released recently 
showed that west German 
GDP grew by 0.5 per cent in 
the first quarter from the 
previous quarter and by 2.1 
percent from the same quar- 
ter a year earlier. 

The east German eco- 
nomy, meanwhile, is adding 
to an already blistering pace 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY AUGUST 24, 1994 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer, Carroll Righter Foundation 

GENERAL TENDENCIES: If yourself. Take treatments to im- 
you decide to get into civic work prove you health and appear- 
yon will increase your prestige anoe. 

and make many new friends that UBEA: (September 23 to Octo- 
wiD prove wtal to your business her 22) Use a new system and 


bet 22) Use a new system and 

interests. Be your own grega- improve your regular routines, 
nous self and express your happi- Go to the right sources for the 
DCSS - information you need to get the 
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This is an ideal day to be where SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
you can gain knowledge and adv- November 21) Make plans which 
ance in career activities. Show could give you more abundance 
more devotion to family mem- in the future. Try not to argue 
bere. with others in the evening or you 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) “® aW 1x5 9 ° ny ‘ 

Study the best way to cany SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
through with any agreements you December 21) You are now 
have made arid get -the right abk to get the taunting of highcr- 
resuhs. Be wise in all of your “P» “ a new project you have in 
decisions. mind. Express happiness tonight 

to your loved ones. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
Sti^wiSTanks^^ January 20) Making needed 
icflKnir fn Changes where yOUT WOlt 0 COn- 


harmony. 


cerned will bring good resahs at 
this time. Be logical m all of your 
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LEO: (July 22 to August 21) no risks in motion or your could 
Planning social events and re- get into double. 
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ACROSS 
J PugiBst’s 
■ weapon 
S Religious BeHal 
10 Melt 

14 Ajjahwt 

15 Greeting word 

16 Cowpoke's kern 

17 Gamas 

20 High IW 

21 Spring bloomer 

22 M*0e action* 

23 Render 
insensible 

24 Asian desen 
26 Games 

32 Epsom, e.g. 

33 Family circle 
member 

34 Literary 
monogram 

35 Eariy name in 
automobiiea 

36 Leading pan 
musically 

3B Cipher 
39 Exploit 





chemcal 
42 Gras 

46 Meeting place 

47 No part 

46 Charged atom 
51 Cseetorsmal 
artidee 

5ZGar1«<d a* 

55 Games 

59 Sort » — 

60 Reduce, to 
Powder 

61 Brainstorm 

62 Busny ckmps 
■ KS Ke la uver 

64 Anjou or Bose 


10 — ol Capricorn 

1 1 Party gwer 

12 Churcn area 

13 Plant running 
wiki 

18 Predatory urds 

19 Mechanical man 

23 Fast planes 

24 Dejected 

25 1 can t believe 
ttasr 

28 Model makers' 
wood 

27 Cabinet wood 

28 Ammal 


Yesterday* » Puzzle Solved: 


i Sr* ES& 

•skt itsr— 

?SF» IgHS— awiT? 

.s£i 

9 Pttysl&sn 


mnran ^nnnn nnnn 
nnnn nunon rannn 
nnnanniDnnn nnno 
nnnn 

nnnrann nnnnn 
nnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnna onrano non 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnnn 

nnnnnn nnnnn 
^ nnnnn nnnnnn 
nnnn nnnnnn nnr. 
nnnn nnnnnmnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
ninnn nnnean nnnn 


41 Pch-me-up 

43 Strangles 

44 Chant 


51 Send lonh 

52 Refcrxmtth 


S3 AUoat 
5< Despot 
56 Ripen 
5? Miniver" 
58 Cheer 
word 


($14.71 billion) for 1994, and 
economists said a deficit of 
that order was manageable. 


of expansion as investment 
picks up. Growth there is 
now seen at 8.0-10.0 per cent 
for 1994, up from the govern- 
ment’s earlier expectation of 
6.0-S.0 per cent. 

Despite accelerating 
growth, prices in Germany 
were stabilising, Mr. Rexrodt 
said, adding that he expected 
inflation to slow to 2.5 per 
cent this year and 2.0 per cent 
in 1995. 

Mr. Rexrodt said business 
expectations were the best 
they had been in 20 years. 
Upturns in the economies of 
Germany’s major trading 
partners were also contribut- 
ing to export strength despite 
the dollar’s weakness, he 
said. 

“We can five with die re- 
latively strong mark,” he 
said, because 70 per cent of 
German exports went to 
other European countries. 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

f-S. Dollar 

0.6920 

0.6940 

Surfing Pbttnd 

1.0735 

7.0789 

Deutsche Marl/ 1 

0.4506 

0.4537 

S»« Franc 

0.5345 

0.5372 

French Franc 

0.1316 

0.1323 

Japanese Yea 

0.7047 

0.7082 

Dutch Guilder 

0.4016 

0.4036 



Italian Lira' 

0.0443 

0.0445 
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Currency 

Bid 

Offer 

Bahraini Dinar 

1.6190 

7.8320 

Lebanese Lira 

0.040350 

0.047850 

Saudi Rival 

0.1642 

0.7853 

Kuwaiti Dinar 

2.3150 

2.3450 

Qatari Rnd 

0.1869 

0.1907 

EjOptian Pound 

0.2020 

0,2750 

Omani RiyaJ 

1.7780 

7.7940 

UAE Dirham 

0.1676 

0,7887 

Greek Drachma * 

0.2665 

0.3750 

Cypriot Pound 

1.3940 

7.4950 


China demands fall in 
sky-high fertiliser prices 


BEIJING (R) — China has 
ordered a cot in costs of 
fertiliser, dearly worried that 

_ nt ■ 


sky-high prices’ will infuriate 
soy unhappy farmers and 


alfeat 

worsen inflation. 

Economic chief Zbu Rong- 
ji ordered major dealers to 
sell fertiliser at state-set rates 
and lower runaway prices 


within a set period, the offi- 
Dafly said. 


rial China Daily 
He threatened speculators 
with punishment, and de- 
manded large fertiliser enter- 
prises sell ax least 90 per cent 
of their produce to the state. 

But Mr. Zhu said the con- 
trols did not mark a return to 
the days when the socialist 
state strictly controlled the 
whole of the economy. 

“We should not consider 


per 


the government's efforts to 
regulate the market and 


monitor prices as a step back- 
wards to the days of planned 
economy," the newspaper 
quoted the vice premier as 


saying. 

(Inna, which has led the 
world in economic growth for 
two years, is battling an eco- 
nomy' that is threatening to 
overheat. 

Despite government 
efforts, inflation is still high, 
with the retail sales index in 
major cities growing at a 
year-on -year rate of 22.7 1 
cent in June. 

Inflation in the price of 
grain in major cities rocketed 
to a yearly 52 per cent that 
month. 

Fanners have been unhap- 
py for several years because 
of high government levies 
and payments for their crops 
in p romi ssory notes instead of 
in-cash. 

Several outbreaks of rural 
unrest have been reported, 
and the government is wor- 
ried that some farmers will 
simply stop growing the food 
China needs to feed its 1.2 
billion people. 
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Israeli 
top shares 
rise sharply 


TEL AVIV (R) — Israeli 
blue chip shares rose sharply 
in high turnover for the 
second consecutive session 
Tuesday after plunging on 
government plans to impose 
a 10 per cent capital gains 
tax, traders said. 

The benchmark Mishtanim 
index rose 4.63 points, or 
2.74 per cent, to 173.53. The 
MAOF 25 index of large cor- 
porations gained 2.40 per 
cent to 173.13. Turnover was 
high at 211 million shekels, 
compared with 220 million 
shekeb Monday- 

Last week the government 
announced plans for a 10 per 
cent capital gains tax and 
closed the market for two 
days. The exchange reopened 
Sunday in a selling stampede 
that sent the Mishtanim down 
nearly 10 per cent. 

Traders said the tax fears 
were no longer affecting the 
market. The session was 
quiet and normal, rising on a 
technical correction to the 
plunge, and gains Israeli 
shares made on Monday in 
New York. 


Arab Gulf states to discuss 
new petrochemical projects 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Gulf 
Arab stares will bold their 
fourth petrochemical confer- 
ence this year to discuss new 
investments in the sector to 
cake advantage of possible 
new export outlets following 
the recent deal by the Gener- 
al Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT), officials said 
Tuesday. 

The Nov. 21-23 confer- 
ence, to be held in the Qatari 
capital Doha, will bring 
together officials and experts 
from the six-nation Gulf 
Cooperation Council (GCC) 
and key consumers of pet- 
rochemicals and fertilisers as 
well as representatives of 
banks and financing com- 
panies, the officials said. 

"The conference will be 
held under the title of invest- 
ment opportunities in the 
GCC petrochemical and fer- 
tilisers industries," an official 
from the GCC secretariat 
told AFP by telephone from 
his Riyadh headquarters. 

It will be the fourth such 
meeting to be organised by 
GCC countries which are 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 

rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 

dollar at midsesaon on the London Foreign Exchange and 

bullion markets Tuesday. 


U.S. S1.00 costs 1.3770/80 

Canadian dollar 

1^325/35 

Deutscbemarks 

1.7198/OS 

Dutch guilders 

1.2905/15 

Swiss francs 

31.58/62 

Belgian francs 

5.2505/55 

French francs 

15643/5.8 

Italian tire 

98.32/42 

Japanese yen 

7.5794/94 

Swedish crowns 

6.7401/51 

Norwegian crowns 

6.0600/50 

Danish crowns 

One sterfrag $1552808 


One ounce of gold $381.50/382.00 



seeking to expand their ener- 
gy sector to face growing 
world demand. 

Although they control 
core than 40 per cent of the 
world's oil. GCC states of 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, 
Qatar. Kuwait, Oman and 
the United Arab Emirates 
(L AE; produce a fraction of 
the world's petrochemical 
output. 

According to official Gulf 
figures, petrochemical pro- 
duction capacity by all Arab 
countries is estimated at 13.2 
rmiiion tonnes per year com- 
pared with the world's total 
output oi around INS million 
tonnes. Only eight million 
tonnes of the Arab petroche- 
mical production are ex- 
ported. 

The Arab petrochemical 
capacity has iittle changed 
over the pjst decade and 
Gulf officials have died pro- 
tectionism in industrial coun- 
tries as the main obstacle for 
expandig their petrochemical 
industry. 

GCC nations have been 
locked in negotiations with 
their main partner the Euro- 
pean Union i HI’ > for more 
than eight sears for a removal 
of a 0-1$ per cent tax on 
their petrochemical exports. 
But the negotiations have 
made little headway as the 
EL- fears such a move could 
threaten its independent pet- 
rochemical industry by flood- 
ing its market wiih cheaper 
Gii If products. 

A study by the UAE oil 
ministry monthly bulletin 
showed GCC petrochemical 
exports to western industrial 
countries do not exceed S.7 
per cent of their total pet- 
rochemicals will not harm 
their own industry. On the 
contrary, this will prompt 
producers there to boost out- 
put and upgrade their com- 
petitiveness oy cutting prices. 
This in turn will benefit the 
local consumers in the indust- 
rial states." it said. 

"But it is hoped that the 
recent GATT deal will help 
expand the existing markets 
for GCC petrochemicals and 
find new outlets although it 
allows importers to impose 
some restrictions on imports 
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if their markets arc flooded." 
(he study noted. 

Gulf states have a large 
competitive edge over pet- 
rochemical producers in most 
other countries given their 
huge oil and gas reserves, 
estimated respectively at 460 
billion barrels and around 20 
trillion cubic metTes. 

According to a siudv by the 
Dammam-based Arab Cor- 
poration for Petroleum In- 
vestment, GCC states need 
to spend around $9 billion on 
new petrochemical projects 
until the year 2000. Total 
investments could exceed S21 
billion until 2010, including 
S7 billion on export projects. 

Given their financial diffi- 
culties caused by low crude 
prices, the >ix members 
would be forced to borrow or 
bring in foreign partners, it 
&ml. 

The Doha conference 
would be opened by Qatari 
Energy Minister Abdullah 
ibn Hamad A! Atteyva and 
would attract nearly 300 offi- 
cials and experts, the Gulf 


press quoted Sheikh Abdul- 
lah Ibn Ahmad A1 Thani as 


saying. 

"This meeting constitutes 
an opportunity for officials 
and businessmen to exchange 
for 


views and experience and 
encouraging investment in 
this field." said Sheikh 
Abdullah, bead of the Qatari 
industrial development de- 
partment. 


Analysts 
expect 
Lloyd’s 
to return 
to profit 
in 1993 


LONDON (R) — Lloyd's 
of London will finally re- 
turn to profit on its 1993 
year of account after run- 
ning up losses totalling 
close to £9 billion (S14 bil- 
lion) in the last five years, 
independent analysts said 
Tuesday. 

The insurance market 
fell into the red on its 1988 
underwriting year when a 
series of catastrophes com- 
bined witb poor underwrit- 


ing practices and a surge in 
U.S. pollut • ’ 


pollution and asbestos 
claims plunged the market 
into its worst-ever crisis. 


Analysts Chatset said 
Lloyd's, which reports re- 
sults three years in arrears, 


will return to a pure profit 
of around £$0Q million 


{$1.24 billion) on its 1993 
underwriting year. 

However. Chatset 
analyst Charles Sturge 
added that the pure profit 
for the 1993 year would be 
reduced to around £300 
million ($466 million) after 
including losses feeding 
through from claims made 
on insurance policies writ- 
ten in the past. 


"There will be a profit, 
just, but it won't be very 
evenly spread," Mr. Sturge 
said at inc launch of Chat- 
set's latest Lloyd’s League 
Tables publication. 

More than half the 
33,000 Lloyd's backers, 
known as names, who be- 
longed to the market in (he 
late 1980s will still be get- 
ting bills for losses when 
Llovd's announces its 1993 
result — in 1995 or 1996 — 
he added. 


Chatset estimates Lloyd's 
1992 loss, to be unveiled 
next year, at around £1 
billion ($1.55 billion). That 
is down from the £2.6 bil- 
lion ($4.04 billion) deficit 
for 1991 announced iu May 
this year but is still bad 
news for names, some of 
whom already face bank- 
ruptcy. 


Lloyd’s is on an impro- 
ving trend after losses 
neaKed at a record £2.9 
billion ($4,51 billion) in 
1990, Mr. Sturge said, but 
added that the 300-year-old 
market was not out of the 
woods. 

The cumulative losses 


were putting an increasing 


financial strain on the 
jty of the market and its 
individual backers to pass 
the statutory annual 
solvency test. 

Lloyd's has acted to help 
names in the short term by 
postponing the day they 
have to pay at least pan of 
their losses. This year, for 
example, Lloyd's has esti- 
mated that it will call on 
names to stum ip up around 
£1.7 billion ($2.64 billion), 
some £900 million ($1.40 
billion) below the headline 
figure announced in May. 
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Australians fire world warning I Christie bans media talk as Ladejo bubbles 


Army shooters win 

g »n.« gold for Cyprus 


VICTORIA (AFP) — 
Kieren Perkins and Saman- 
tha Riley struck gold with 
two world class performances 
in the Commonwealth pool 
on Monday. 

The biggest name in Au- 
stralian swimming and die 
revelation of die Games both 
came within a whisker of 
setting world records as die 
Australians finally produced 
the times to match all the 
hype. 

Perkins, the 800m and 
1,500m freestyle record hol- 
der, signalled his return to 
form with a devastating 400m 
swim to complete a hat-trick 
of Commonwealth golds. 

; The Australian, who failed 
to win a single race at the 
national trials, clocked 
3:45.77 to leave the rest of the 
field trailing. His time was 
the fastest in the world this 
.year by nearly four seconds 
and only 0.77sec outside the 
world record Evgeni Sadovyi 
’set to deny Perkins the 400m 
Olympic gold in Barcelona, f 
‘ : The 21-year-old, who was 
‘on course to beat Sadovyi's 
world mark as he raced 
through 300m, said he could 
' have gone foster but was una- 
.ware of his pace. 

“I had a lot of speed left 
over the last 100, 1 didn’t feel 
T was in a desperate struggle 
.to get to the end,” he said. 

Perkins, who won the 
1500m title in Barcelona and 
'had already won 200m and 4 


x200m golds here, appears to 
have peaked at exactly the 
right time as he heads for the 
world championships in 
Rome next month. 

"My objective coming into 
this meet was to get back to 
my best times of two yean 
ago and I’ve done that," Per- 
kins said. 

“It gives me a lot of confi- 
dence into the 1500m and 
then on to Rome.” 

New Zealand's Danyon 
Loader loot the silver in a 
New Zealand record of 
3:49.65. Daniel Kowalski, 
who beat Perkins in the Au- 
stralian trials, had to settle 
for bronze after leading the 
qualifying. 

Nick ( rtllrng ham won Eng- 
land's fourth gold medal with 
victory in the 200m breast- 
stroke, taking revenge over 
Australia’s Phil Rogers, who 
had pipped him for the 100m 
gold, and keeping a promise 
he made to his father, Frank, 
just before he died in Febru- 
ary. 

“The last thing I said to 
him was what I would win 
here. This medal is for him,” 
G illingham said. 

The world shortcourse 
champion’s time of 2:12.54 
was also the fastest in the 
world this year. 

Rogers finished second, 
with defending champion Jon 
Cleveland taking the bronze. 

Riley smashed the Com- 
monwealth 100m breast- 


stroke record to add that gold 
to her 200m triumph. Riley, 
•who clocked, 1.08.02, was only 
O.llsec outside Silke Hoer- 
ner’s seven-year-old world 
record. 

“I knew if I could drop 
four seconds in the 200m I 
could drop a second at 
100m,” Riley said. 

Rebecca Brown, who had 
completely eclipsed Riley 
with a string of world class 
performances and a 200m 
world record in die spring 
again had to settle for 
second. Penelope Heyis won 
South Africa’s first swim 
medal by taking die bronze. 

While 17-year-old Brown 
tries to rebuild her shattered 
confidence in time for Rome, 
the revitalised Riley is now 
contemplating an assault on 
both world records. 

“I have to admit I was a bit 
disappointed when I saw die 
time tonight. But I have 
another chance in Rome and 
HI have to try and keep 
dungs together until then.” 

Petria Thomas led the Au- 
stralians to the first medals 
sweep in die Games with gold 
in the 100m butterfly. Com- 
monwealth record holder 
Susan O’Nefll was just pip- 


ped into second place. 
Overton won bronze. . 


Overton won bronze. . 

A memorable night was 
rounded off by Chris Fvdler 
anchoring the 4 x 100m frees- 
tyle team to Australia’s 16th 
gold of the Games. 


Hopes high for S. African boxing golds 


VICTORIA (AFP) — 
Stephan us Carr, one of South 


Africa’s two strong gold med- 
al contenders, stopped Bar- 
bados fighter Esley Padmorc 
here on Monday to get his 
-Commonwealth Games light- 
welterweight challenge off 
the groun. 

National coach Dan Bush- 
ney predicted Carr could now 
win boxing gold in this tradi- 
tionally strong South African 
sport. 

Foru out of six South Afri- 
can fighters got past the first 
round and Bushney is back- 
ing Carr, 20, and Irvin Bubla- 
lu for a medal. 

Lightweight Bnhlalu, a 19- 
year-old Zulu, has unwitting- 
ly become famous. He is the 
first ever black South African 
to compete in the Common- 
wealth Games. The last time 
South Africa competed, in 
1958, only whites were in the 
side. 

Buhlalu, like fellow black 
them members Victor 
Kunene, a light- 
iniddleweight, and flyweight 
Masibulele Makepula, were 
only allowed to fight other 
black fighters title 1991. 


Now apartheid is abolished 
id Nelson Mandela, who 


and Nelson Mandela, who 
used to box himself, is the 
first black president of the 
country. 


The other membes of the 
team — welterweight Joze 
Mestre, light-middleweight 
Floris Duplessis, and Carr — 
are white fighters. 

“I'm cool," said Buhlalu, a 
Durban Finishing School 
commerce student. “I hope 
to be in the medals. “I’m very 
positive.” 

In 1958, South Africa won 
four ‘golds in the light- 
welterweight. welterweight, 
light-middleweight and ' 
heavyweight categories, and 
have won 12 golds in all. 

Carr, who stopped Pad- 
more after 1 minute 53 
seconds of the third round, 
would not be drawn on 
whether be would become 
number 13. 

“This is my first big event 
and I'm very happy with how 
I boxed today. But boxing is 
so different at international 
level. You need to concen- 
trate harder because of all the 
distractions.” Carr said. 

Bushney explained how 
competing at these games is a 
disadvantage for South Afri- 
cans. 

He said the competitors 
are so thrilled to be compet- 
ing with other nations that it 
is not easy to concentrate on 
their sport. 

“I have been a coach for 33 
years, but have never been 


involved with such a terrific 
event as this. The Canadians 
have been great hosts and we 
have been overwhelmed by 
die reception. 

“I baa tears in my eyes at 
the opening ceremony when I 
saw our flag being carried. If 
we can win just one boxing 
bronze medal, it would mean 
so much to the sport back 
home. • 


The South Africans will 
stage the World Amateur 
champonships in Johannes- 
burg in October and Bushley 
said it would be “great” to 
have a host country Com- 
Tnonweahfr medallist compet- 
ing. 


VICTORIA (AFP) — Chalk- 
and-cheese English track 
champions Unfold Christie 
and Du’ame Ladejo reacted 
m contrasting styles here on 
Monday as they began their 
Commonwealth Games chal- 
lenge. 

Christie, the world, Olym- 
pic and European 100m 
champion, flexed his muscles 
with a blistering record- 
equalling second heat per- 
formance — but then kept his 
jaw clamped firmly shut as he 
refused to dismiss his per- 
formance. 

Rasing 400m star Ladejo, 
however, who also won a 
European title in Helsinki by 
eclipsing Roger Black, could 
not stop bubbling after his 
two opening wins. 

Meanwhile the first athle- 
tics medal of the games, the 
men’s hammer, went to Au- 
stralian Sean Carlin. 

He saw off a trio of En- 
glishmen to blast out a win- 
ninger throw of 73.48m, with 
Paul Head (70.18) and Peter 
Vivian (69.80) taking silver 
and bronze. 

Christie, who jogged to 
10.38secs in his opener be- 
fore posting a fine 10.02 
which equalled his own Au- 
ckland Games record, said 
sharply: *Tve got work to do 
— not talking between 
rounds.” 

He was quickly joined in 
the semi-finals by Namibian 
FTankie Fredericks, the 
world 200m champion, who 
ran a scorching 10.04. 

Olapade Adeniken of 
Nigeria, still spotting stitches 
above his left eye after a 
brawl with American rival 
Dennis Mitcbel in Zurich, 
also qualified impressively in 
10:21, with world indoor 60m 
champion Bruny Surin not 
for behind. 

Ladejo, a huge favourite 
for the 400m after beating 
1986 Commonwealth winner 
Black in Helsinki, made time 
after his double heat victories 
to explain: “I'm still a kid, an 
apprentice — Fm using the 



VICTORIA (AFP) — A pair 

of 20-year-olds shrugged on 
bad weather and landed a 
gold medal for tiny Cypms m 
Commonwealth Games 
shooting heft on Monday.^ 

Shotgun duo Antonis 
Andreou and Quistos Kour- 
tellas, fresh from their 
nati onal array service, won 
the skwet open, an outdoor 
event, in cold, overcast aha 
windy conditions at Heals 
Range. 

“We may be a small nation 
but we have a lion’s h eart ,” 
said a proud Lakis Psiiuo 
lopfaotis, president of the 


Cypriot shooting federation. 

The Cypriot score of 189 
out of a posable 200 points 
shooting day pigeons was 
three points better than the 
next best by New Zealand 
Scotland, England and 
Wales. 

TbeKSwis, Brian Thomson 
and Geoffrey Jukes,, edged 
the Scottish pair of Michael 
Thomson and Ian Marsden to 
the diver on the countback 
based on their last 10 shots. 

It was Cyprus’s first shoot- 
ing goM medal in a Common- 
wealth Games but Psimo- 
lophtis was not surprised. 

The Cypriots had won the 
team event at the Milan 
world championships prim- to 
c o min g here and had been 
confident of the title, he said. 

Komtellas, whose shotgun 
career began when his father 
look him partridge hunting, 
said: “I am proud to win here 
as a representative of my 
country. I look forward to a 


Linford Christie 


other runners to help me 
reach another level. 

“That doesn't mean I'm 
saying 1 can’t be beaten — fait 
me if I ever say that- 1 know I 
was looking across at them in 
the final straight, but that’s 
not arrogance or cockiness. I 
just wanted to see how they 
looked. Fm learning.” 

The 23-year-old highlight- 
ed Nigerian Sunday Bada as 
die big danger, and Bada 
obliged by qualifying for the 
setm-fional behind Trinida- 
dian Neil de Silva. 

One man to struggle to 
fiond his best form on Mon- 
day was world champion Col- 
in Jackson in foe 110m hur- 
dles. 

The Welshman made 
things hard for in his 
opening race, smashing three 
hurdles but still winning in 


400m race jostled for posi- 
tion, with Nigerian Fatima 
Yusuf and SanaSe Richards of 


13.52 secs, while England’s 
Tony Jarrett, the world silver 
medallist, won the second 


beat to reach the final. 

The stars of the women's 


Jamaica winning on points on 
the way to Tuesday’s final. 

Yusuf, the holder, saw off 
European bronze medallist - 
Phylis Smith — who had 
beaten her in the first round 
— to win her semi, while 
Richards, foe world bronze 
medallist, clocked 51.23 to 
beat Australian Cathy Free- 
man. 

The high jump qualifiers 
produced early drama when ' 
Australian world junior 
champion Hagan James 
foiled to get through. j 

Bahamas star Troy Kemp 
did not start, leaving Steve , 
Smith, England's world silver ! 
winner, to head one group | 
with compatriot Brendan , 
Reily the other. 

European indoor Euro 
winner Dalton Grant and 
Australian Tim Forsyth, 
another medal hope, also 
qualified. 


gold medal in the individual 

^Canadian men j* 
second men's team title and 
Australia took **"%£?* 
two shooting on Mo^Li 
W ayne Sorensen teamed 
up with Michel Diop to w» 
the three-positions nftegoM- 
Prone, standing and knee- 
ing he shot the day’s best 
JSrc of 1.156 in Canada s 

total of 2,300. 

Scotland’s William Murray 
and Master Allan edged En- 
glishmen Chris Hector and 
frevor Langndge to the sil- 
ver medal. 

The two teams were wst 
announced as level on 2JZ71 
points, but a couhjback 
showed the English had fired 
one shot too many and they 
were penalised. 

Sorensen, whose father 


Arne is also on the shooting 
his second 


squad, earned his second 
gold medal of the games, 
after he and Jean-Francois 
Senecal won a rifleevcnt on 
Friday. 

M I fed blessed, Sorensen 
said. “I shot a peat score. I 
didn’t feel confident kneel- 
ing, but it looked like I just^ 
couldn’t miss today.” 

Australian women Annette 
Woodward and Christine 
Trefry won the women’s air 
pistol team gold by two 
points over New Zealand’s 
Gerd Barkman and Jocelyn 
Lees. 


And just point separated 
England's bronze medallists 


country. 


forward to a 


Carol Page and Margaret 
Thomas from the Kiwis. 


Australia tops in 
individual gymnastics 


VICTORIA (AFP) — Au- 
stralian gymnasts picked up 
five indmdual apparatus gold 
medals at the Common- 


wealth Games Monday after 
Rebecca Stoyel ana Salli 


Norway gets first world road race title 


The government is finan- 
cially supporting an intensive 
development programme in 
the South African townships 
to boost amateur boxing at 
grass roots level. The country 
has about 5,000 amateur box- 
ers. 

Apart from Carr, South 
Africa’s other fighters have 
had mixed fortunes so for. 

Buhlalu beat Swaziland’s 
Patrick Kekana 15-3 on 
points in a lightweight contest 
on Friday. 

Massibulele Makepula. at 
light-flyweight, beat Austra- 
lian Aaron Everett 26-10 on 
ponits on Saturday. 


CAPO D’ORLANDO, Sicily 
(R) — Monica Valvik under- 
tine her world number one 
ranking when she gave Nor- 
way its first world road race 
title in. a sprint finish to the 
86.4 fans racer on Tuesday. 

Sbe held off Belgian Patsy 
maegerman, with American 
Jeanne Go lay third, as the 
main field finished in the 
same time of two hours eight 
minutes three seconds. 

Valvik missed her chance 
last year when the world tide 
race was in Norway, crashing 
on the final lap, but has made 
more of an impact this sea- 
son. 

She has won 1 many four 
stages, as well as taking the 
World Cup stage race in the 
Netherlands, and has seldom 


been out of the top force in 
her events. 

Sbe said: “I was number 
’one in the world rankings 
before, this race, but I still 
would not say that I am foe 
best in foe world. “It was 
tough for me because I was 
alone without team mates, 
and I had to use the other 
riders. I could not make too 
much effort otherwise it 
would have destroyed me for 
the sprint.” 

On the final 123-km lap a 
breakaway developed involv- 
ing Imelda Chiappa of Italy, 
Swiss Luzia Zberg and 
French riders Catherine Mar- 
sal and Cccile Odin. 

When four-times world 
champion Jeannic Longa 
joined them it looked tike the 


decisive move but, as the size 
of foe group increased, con- 
stant diasing pulled them 
back-on the rmal climb with, 
seven Inns remaining. . 


In the descent, four riders 
crashed while avoiding 
another fafler but none was 
seriously injured. Italian 
Michela Fanini, who had 
been among the leaders, was 
among those who crashed. 


Golay, who took her 
second bronze in three days, 
said: “I come from Florida so 
I can handle foe heat but 
everyone has to be sure to 
drink enongfa.” 

On Sunday, she helped the 
U S. to third place in the 
50-km team time trial at 
Palermo. 


Wills added to die three the 
men won in the morning ses- 
sion. 

“We came out and (fid the 
best job we could as a team. I 
think today we answered our 
critics,” said Brennon Dow- 
rick who successfully de- 
fended Jris Commonwealth ti- 
tle on 'foe pommel * horse: J 

■Canada’s Stdla Umeh, the 
all-around champion, round- 
ed off her career in interna- 
tional events by taking foe 
vault gold. Competing with 
an ankle Stress fracture, 
Umeh had a'pamful landing 
on the beam; In risible dis- 
comfort for foe final floor 
exercise, the tough Canadian 
was supported by her mother 
who called from the stands: 
“Come on Stella. It’s foe last 
one.” 

Umeh’s 9.375 finally 
placed her fourth, but she 
remained the single most suc- 
cessful woman gymnast of foe 
Games. 


England’s Neil Thomas put 
in a winning performance on 
foe floor — his specialty dis- 
cipline and also earned a 
vault bronze after failing on 
his first leading. 

Canada's Alan Nolet, res- 
cued his team with a gold in 
the men’s last event, the high 
bar. Nolet, like Thonias one 
of the oldest competitors 
here, also won a bronze on 
the floor. 

“Fm not the most stable of 
gymnasts,” Nolet said. “But I 
give 100 per cent. You have 
to win in this sport.” 

Kris Burley of Canada was 
foe bridesmaid, picking up 
silver in parallel bars, foe 
vault and the floor. 

Australian men earned 
gold through Peter Hogan 
(parallel bars), Bret Hudson 
(vault) and Do wrick’s pom- 
mel horse. Stoyel won foe 
uneven bare and Wills on the 
balance beam. 

Dowrick ended the day 
with three medals — two 
bronze medals' in the rings 
mid parallels. In foe rings he 
tied with Canadian Richard 
Iked a and both took fcome a 
bronze medal. 


Tanzanian official accuses judges of racial bias 


Australia tops in gymnastics 


VICTORIA (R) — One of 
Tanzania’s (op boxing offi- 
cials accused Commonwealth 


The j 
Austral 


rials accused Commonwealth 
Games judges of racial bias 


judges — from Wales, 
alia, India, Malaysia 


on Monday after a potential 
gold medallist suffered a con- 


troversial points defeat by a 
Scottish opponent. 

Jamal Nassor Adi, general 
team manager of the Tanza- 
nian boxing squad, hit out 
bitterly at foe International 
Amateur Boxing Association 
(AIBA) after flyweight 
Nib wan a Matumala lost a 
narrow decision to Paul 


Shepherd. 

“I'm blaming AIBA for 


treating us badly, especially 
blacks?' said Nassor Adi. 
“When we're playing with 
whites, all the time they 
make us lose. ‘Tve been 
watching the championship 
and it’s happened three or 
four times before. I’m sure 
Matumla would have won a 


gold medal. AIBA are kilting 
boxing in Africa." 


ixing in Africa." 
Tanzanian officials 


appealed against the decision 
which left Matumla. one of 


three brothers hoping for a 
Commonwealth boxing med- 
al in Victoria, open .-mouthed 
with astonishment in the cen- 
tre of the ring. 


Matumla took 6-3. 

The 11-8 verdict brought a 
chorus of boos from the 
crowd and the dejected 
Matumla was given a stand- 
ing ovation as he left foe 
arena. 

A jury will consider foe 
Tanzanian protest on Tues- 
day, but Nassor Adi also 
claimed an AIBA official had 
attempted to block his 
appeal. 

“I went up to him and he 
said ‘you can’t appeal unless 
you have the rule-book.’ He 
had one but be even refused 
to give it to me to see what 
was written there.” 

Nassor Adi was eventually 
escorted from the ringside 
area by two policemen, but 
Tanzanian honour was par- 
tially restored soon atter- 
wards when the eldest 
Matumla brother, lightweight 
Haji. won an nndisupted 24-7 

g lints verdict over Zambian 
avis Mwale. 

A night of strange deci- 
sions reached its logical con- 
clusion when Canadian Mike 


Strange won a single-point 
verdict over Irvin Buhlalu, 
the first black South African 
to represent his country in 
foe games. 

The Durban lightweight, 
who has set his sights on gold 
at the 1996 Olympics, was 
floored in foe final seconds 
but many observers felt he 
had done enough earlier to 
win. 


first name, and Mervyn Pen- 
niston-John of Trinidad and 


niston-John of Trinidad and 
Tobago, who does not go in 
for abreviations, are foe 
other middleweight gold 
medal contenders in foe last 
four. 


Australia, without a boxing 
jld since 1978, reinforced 


foe good early impression 
their squad has made when 
Joseph Zabakly and Robert 


The defeat took some of 
foe gloss off South Africa's 
encouraging showing in their 
first Commonwealth Games 
since 1958 when they beaded 
the boxing gold medal table 
with four. 


Peden both progressed to 
within one step of a medal in 
foe lightweight and bantam- 
weight divisions. 

Competition is also hotting 
up at light-welterweight 
where English gold medal 
hope Peter Richardson, still 
feeling his way back after 
injury, edged out Canadian 
Jamie Pagendam in a storm *■ 
mg fight. 


VICTORIA (AFP) — Au- 
stralian gymnasts picked up 
five individual apparatus gold 
medals at the Common- 
wealth Games Monday after 
Rebecca Stoyel and ■ Salli 
Wills added to foe three the 
men won in foe morning ses- 
sion. 


(vault) and Dowrick’s pom- 


mel horse. Stoyel won the 
uneven bars and Wills on the 
balance beam. 

Dofmck ended foe day 
with fored medals — two 
bronze marini^ in the rings 
and parallels. In the rings he 
tied with Canadian Richard 
I keda and both took home a 
bronze medal. 

It was also a good day for 
the English. 

Peter McDermott took the 
gold on foe rings to share 


Quinn back for republic 


After a gap' of 36 years 
since heavyweight Daniel 
Bekker won in Cardiff, it was 
left to middleweight Floris du 
Plessis to try and put foe 
republic back on foe boxing 
podium. 

The bald du Plessis put up 
a gallant struggle but was 
eventually stopped in the 
second round by Kenyan Pe- 
ter Wanyoike, who is now 
assured of a bronze along 
with Nigerian Rasmus 
Ojemaye. 

Canada’s Rowan Donald- 
son, who prefers Ron as his 


DUBLIN (AFP) — Man- 
chester City striker Niall 
Quinn could make a dramatic 
return to foe .republic of 
Ireland attack after being 
named here on Monday in 
foe 21-man squad for foe 
opening European Cham- 
pionship tie against Latvia in 
Riga on September 7. 

Quinn, out of football for 
nine months after a cruciate 
ligament injury, is detter- 
mined to win ms 44fo rap. 

“Missing foe World Cop 
finals in America this sum- 
mer was a huge disappoint- 
ment,” said foe 27-year-old 
Dubliner. 

“My target was always to 
be back in foe squad for tins 


game against Latvia. I am 
delighted Big Jack has given 
me this call-up." 

City boss Brian Horton 
wanted to ease Quinn back 
into the game after his leng- 
thy lay-off but foe striker 
hopes to have at least a cou- 


ple of games under his belt 
before the meeting with 


before the meeting with 
Latvia. 

Jack Charlton keeps faith 
with the majority of foe 22- 
man squad which took foe 
Republic to the knockout 
stages in America. 


“We came out and did foe 
best job we could as a team. I 
think today we answered our 
critics,” said Brennon Dow- 
rick who successfully de- 
fended his Commonwealth ti- 
tle on foe pommel horse. 

Canada’s Stella Umeh, the 
all-around champion, round- 
ed off her career in interna- 
tional events by taking foe 
vault gold. Competing with 
an ankle stress fracture, 
Umeh had a painful landing 
on foe beam. In visible dis- 
comfort for the final floor 
exercise, foe tough Canadian 
was supported by her mother 

who called from foe stands: 
“Come on Stella. It’s the last 
one.” 


success with Thomas. In the 
afternoon Annika Reeder 
won the floor exercises gold 
and Jacqueline Brady and 
Zita Lusack took silvers in 
foe floor and balance beam. 

A highlight of the test ses- 
sion were minor platings by 
Sonia Lawrence of Wales, 
second in the vault and third 
placed New Zealand Sarah 
Thompson on the uneven 
bars. The rest of the gymnas- 
tic medals were won by Cana- 
da, Australia or England. 
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The . exceptions are Ronnie 
Whelan, still to sort out his 


future after his departure 
from Liverpool , Kevin 
Moran. 


Bebeto back after 
unauthorised extra break 


Jockeys to face random drug tests 


MADRID (R) — Brazilian 
striker Bebeto returned to 
Spain on Monday after un- 
.ilaterally extending his post- 
■World Cup holidays. 

“I had had four years with- 
out holiday’s," he said in 
Madrid before flying on to La 
■Coruna where he was due to 
discuss his future with Depor- 
tivo Chairman Augusto 
Cesar Lendoiro, who has 
been angered by the player’s 
extension to his break. 

Bebeto told journalists at 
Madrid's Barajas Airport 
that apart from needing a rest 
he bad bad several commit- 


ments with charity organisa- 
tions in Brazil. 

•He said that at the end of 
last season, after helping De- 
portivo finish second in the 
Spanish first division, he had 
talked to foe club of taking a 
month off “and this is what I 
have done.” 

Bebeto refused to com- 
ment on a 3.0 million peseta 
($23,330) fine reportedly im- 


posed by Deportivo for each 
day be failed to torn up in La 
Coruna after August 10, the 
day the dub wanted him back 


day the club wanted him oacK 
to begin training for the new 
season . 


LONDON (R) — Jockeys 
could face suspensions of be- 
tween one a month and five 
years under new drug testing 
procedures being introduced 
into horse racing by the Jock- 
ey Glib. 

Riders will undergo ran- 
dom testing from the begin- 
ning of October, the Jockey 
Quo announced on Monday. 

Between three and five 
jockeys may be selected to 
provide urine samples by a 
special drag, testing unit that 
will vitft v a racetrack each 
week. 

The Jockey Club has drawn 
up its own list of banned 
substances, specifically 


targetting drags that could 
impair a jockey's judgement, 
endangering his own safety 
and that of others. 


It includes alcohol, mari- 
juana, cocaine and ampheta- 
mines but not substances con- 
tained in cough mixtures and 
diuretics, which feature on 
other sports’ banned lists. 


some time around it there are 
bound to be some people 
who will try to peddle their 
drugs. I don’t mind what 
people do in their own 
home. But we don’t want 
them on the racecourse foe 
next day putting others at risk 
because people die even if 
they are. in mil control.” 


Jockey Club chief medical 
officer Michael Turner said: 
“I don't ' believe jockeys are 
taking anabolic steroids. We 
are looking for foe use of 
cocaine and marijuana which 
put others at risk. 

“Racing is the third biggest 
industry in Britain and at 


Jockeys will be selected at 
random from a list supplied 
by the clerk of foe scales at 
any race meeting. 

Guidelines for penalties 
range from up to one month 
for a first offence, one year 
for a second offence and five 
years for a third offence. 


Uraeh’s 9.375 finally 
placed her fourth, but she 
remained the single most suc- 
cessful woman gymnast of the 
Games. 

England’s Neil Thomas put 
in a w inning performance on 
foe floor — his specialty dis- 
cipline and also earned a 
vault bronze after foiling on 
his first leading. 

Canada’s Alan Nolet, res- 
coed his team with a goid in 
the men’s last event, the high 
bar. Nolet, like Thomas one 
of the oldest competitors 
here, also won a bronze on : 
foe floor. 

“Fm not the most stable of 
gymnasts ” Nolet said. “But J 
give 100 per cent. You have 
to win in this sport” 

Kris Burley of Canada was 
tiie bridesmaid, (ticking 
silver in parallel bars, the 
vault -and the floor. 

Australian men earned 
gold through Peter Hogan 
(parallel bars), Bret Hudson 
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WTO of analysis- Needless to sty. 
Wwt wm be only too happy to publi- 
cm any failure on your put. Keep 
the hand. This tape will 
«*«t in 10 seconds. Good lock. 
Jim." 

The Mission Impossible? . team 
po«d over the hand all night The 
only conclusion they wen to 
rnch was that the services of a 
bridge expert were required. Be- 
Wise of the sensitivity of the task, 
they went. North of the bonier in 
search of the legendary Chief Run- 
ning Rabbit. 

^ the Great One only a faw 
jewnds to pronounce a verdict: 
“Tne contract can no longer be 
defeated. 

“Declarer rnffis the Obenmg fed 
with the ace. overtakes the of 
trump* with the king and njflb an- 
other spade Ugh. A trump to {be tan 
permits another spade ruffaftd the 
aee of chibs is the entry to 8B the 
last spade. Now declarer simply 
css h ea a high iHumnmi god, if the 
tpwea does not drop, exits with a 
dub. 

H If West wins, a bUek-euit return 
allows declarer to ruff in hand while 
duffing a diamond from dmfejy. If 
East wins, declarer allows k dia- 
mond return to run around' to the* 
hi either case. 12 tri*a are 
th«» for the taking!" 
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PARIS (AFP) — Glasgow 
Rangers fear AHK Athens 
may do q Galatasazy to them 
.on Wednesday night when 
the Scottish champions try to 
recover a two-goal deficit in 
[hear European Cop pre- 
liminary round clash. 

The Turkish side knocked 

Manchester United out of the 

European Cop last season 
and Rangers will need to play 
a lot better than they did in 
Greece to survive. 


French international Basile 
Boli, suspended for the first 
leg game for the yellow card 
he picked up playing for 


Olympique Marseille in the 
1993 European Cop final win 


over AC Milan, will be back 
in the Rangers' defence. 


But Danish forward Brian 
Landrap, who made Mark 
Haxeiey’s goal in their 2-0 
Scottish Premier League vic- 
tory at Partkk Thistle on 
Saturday, will probably play 
a trigger role in deciding bow 
Rangers* European destiny 
shapes up. 

The winners qualify for the 
same group as holders Milan, 
Ajax Amsterdam and very 


probably Casino Salzburg, 
who won 2-1 at Maccabi 


who won 2-1 at Maccabi 
Haifa in their preliminary 


round 1st leg match. 

Pans St. Germain, who 
lost to eventual winners 
Arsenal in die European Cup 
Winners’ Cop semi-final last 
season, have also had to pre- 
qualify under UEFA’s not 
easily understood seeding 
system. 

Paris rewarded Portuguese 
coach Artur Jorge for win- 
ning the French cham- 
pionship by replacing him 
with Luis Fernandez. But 
under Fernandez, one of 
France’s famous 1984-86 mid- 
field quartet, Paris have lost 
two of their first five domes- 
tic notches. 

However, they demolished 
Hungarian opponents VAC 
Samsung 34) in the first leg 
when Liberian striker George 
Weah scored his only goal so 
far this season. 

They will be without full- 
back Patrick Cofleter, sent 
off for s ta mp in g on Jozsef 
Zvara, and probably David 
Ginola. The fiery forward, 
installed as captain by Fer- 
nandez, has a groin strain. 

Fernandez said he would 
take aD four foreign players 
to Hungary which might 
mean a game for BraziTs 
deposed World Cup captain 
Rai. 


Paris should join Bayern 
Munich, Moscow Spartak 
and either Silkeborg or 
Dynamo Kiev. The Ukrai- 
nians held Silkeborg to a 
goalless draw in the first leg 
m Denmark. 

Thomas Ravelli, whose su- 
perb goalkeeping in USA 94 
overshadowed his usual 
eccentric behaviour, will be 
counting on his IFK Gothen- 
burg team-mates to over- 
come a single goal deficit 
against Sparta Prague. 


A lucrative group contain- 
ing Barcelona and Manches- 
ter United is beckoning. 
Galatasaray should also be 
there after winning their first 
leg 5-1 against Avenir Beg- 
gen in Luxembourg. 

Steaua Bucharest, 2.6 mil- 
lion pounds better off having 
sold IEe Dunritresco to Tot- 
tenham Hotspur of England, 
can make more money by 
qualifying for the round- 
robin stage. 

They beat Servette Geneva 
4-1 in the first leg in Romania 
and should join Benfica, 
Anderiecht and Legia War- 
saw or Hajduk Split. The 
Croatian are handily placed 
having won the first match 
1-0 in Poland. 


Diego Maradona 


FIFA panel to decide 
Maradona’s future 


Galatasary looking for 
trouble-free game 


LONDON (AP) — Turkish 
league champions Gafatas- 
ary, banned from its home 
stadium, after another epi- 
sode of fas violence, is putt- 
ing out all the stops to make 
sure things go smoothly when 
it plays Avenir Beggen in the 
champions cup this week. 

“Any further incidents in- 
volving Turkish football dubs 
will ted to severe punish- 
ments,” said team official 
Adrian Polar, who travelled 
to Izmir for a special security 
meeting to outline measures 
for Wednesday's second-leg, 
prefimmary-round game. 

Eur opea n soccer govern i ng 
body UEFA ordered that the 
match be played ax least 300 
.kOometres from Galatasar- 
ay*s regular home venue in 
-Istanbul as- pumshznentvfor 
inddents at the first let game 
in Luxemburg. Both fines- 
men were hit by objects 
thrown by Turkish supporters' 
during the match, won by 
Galatasaray 5-1. 

Izmir, some 350 kilometres 
to the sooth along Turkey's 


east coast, was just- far 
enough away to satisfy 
UEFA as a second-leg host. 
Now the team wants to make 
sure nothing dae happens 
that win lead to further sanc- 
tions. 

Point said security mea- 
sures would be twice as strin- 
gent as mal and fen* 
would be searched thorough- 
ly before entering the star 
dram. 

“Fans who have consumed 
alcohol prior to the game will 
not be admitted, 1 * be said. 

With a four-goal advantage 
in band, Galatasaray is 
almost certain to progress to 
die ch amp i on s league stage 
of the tournament, where it 
would face another potential 
volatile game against Man- 
chester-United^ — — — 

Last season’s Galatasaray- 
Uirited match at Istanbul, 
also in the Champions Cup, 
was one of the dark spots of 
the season. More than 100 
United fans were arrested, 
and-United demonstrations 
took place in front of die 
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British embassy and United 
players claim#*! they were 
assaulted by police as they 
left the field. 

The game ended in a 0-0 
draw, eliminating United 
from the tournament. Should 
Galatasaray finish off Avenir 
Beggen on Wednesday, die 
Parisians, however, have 
been struggling under new 
coach Lms Fernandez and 
have dropped to 15th place in 
the French, league after five 
ga m es. 

Both coaches say their 
players are suffering the 
effects of a short summer 
break. 

*T agree with Fernandez 
who said die season started 
too early,” VAC coach Janos 
Csnsk said. “My players 
were uader -a lot of stre ss -in 
the spring games and it seems 
die summer break was too 
short for-them to revive. Now 
we hardly have time to train 
with <me game coming after 
the other.” 

Scottish champion Glas- 
gow Rangers, in danger of an 
early exit from die competi- 
tion for the second year run- 
ning, must make-up a 2-0 
first-leg deficit at home 
against AE KAthe ns- 

Casmo Salzburg, nmnerup 
to Inter Milan in the UEFA 


ZURICH (AFP) — Diego* 
Maradona is unlikely to make 
a personal appearance here 
on Wednesday when FIFA 
decides what action to take 
against the Argentina captain 
who was expelled from the 
World Cup in June for using 
drugs. 

“I doubt if he'll attend the 
hearing,” said FIFA spokes- 
man Andreas Herren, 
although Maradona has 
steadfastly insisted be will de- 
fend himself against charges 
he took the drugs to improve 
his performance. 

The International football 
federation's standing World 
Cup committee will not, 
however, rale on whether the 
ephedrine drugs for which he 
tested positive were taken as 
a stimulant, anabolic steroid 
or simply as part of a herbal 
diet. 

“The medical aspect of this 
affair will not be examined,” 
Herren said. Instead, the 
nine-man committee will res- 
trict itself to-passing sentence 
for a breach of rales. 

“There’s no precedent,” 
Herren added. 

However, Maradona was 
the fourth player to fail a 
drag test at a World Cup, 
Haiti’s Ernest Jean-Josepfa in 
1974, Scotland’s Willie John- 


ston in 1978 and Spain's 
Ramon Caldere in 1986 all 
tested positive. 

FIFA accepted Spain’s ex- 
planation in 1986 that Cal- 
dere, who had missed his 
country’s first two matches 
through sickness, was unwit- 
tingly presecribed upbedrine 
by a Mexican doctor. 

Maradona bad put himself 


Cup last year, bolds a 2-1 
lead over Maccabi Haifa of 


lead over Maccabi Haifa of 
Israel as it prepares to host 
the second leg. 


dde that expelling him from 
the world Cup was punish- 
ment enough. 

FIFA World Cup commit- 
tee: 

President: Guillermo 
Canedo (Mexico) 

Members: Julio Grondona 


(Argentina FA president), 
Lennart Johansson (Sweden. 


Lennart Johansson (Sweden, 
UEFA president), Issa 
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Hayalou (Cameroon, Afri- 
can Confederation presi- 
dent), Jacques George 
(France), Jack Warner (Tri- 
nidad, CONCACAF presi- 
dent), Abdullah Al DabaJ 
(Saudi Arabia), Horst 
Schmidt (Germany), Alan 


president). 


Juventus lead assault 
on Milan’s crown 


through a drastic diet and 
get-fit course to be able to 
play for Argentina after his 
15-month ban for cocaine 


ROME (R) — Jnvcstzn have 
unfilled a MW nuM y n ym 
team and invested h ea v ily ha 
foreign midfielders Didier 
Dcscnamps and Paulo Sousa 
as they try to break AC 
Milan’s domination of foe 
Italian soccer scene. 

The Turin club, who won 
the last of their record 22 
league tides bade m 1966, 
have disp ens e d with foe ser- 
vices of legendary coach 
Giovanni Trapatrooi and 
General Manager Gtasnpiero 
Bonmerti as they seek to end 
that long barren spell. 

With Trapattoni playing 
his trade in Germany at 
Bayern Munich and 
Boniperti elected to the 
European Parliament, coach 
Marcello Uppt and former 
Italy winger Roberto Bettega 
have taken charge. 

Juventus and provincial 
Parma, who have never woo 
the tide, look foe teams most 
likely to deny Milan a fourth 
straight league cham- 
pionship. 

S am pdo ri a. d^mp**"* in 
1991 before Milan took, over, 
look to prove there n life 
after Rnad Gullit while free- 
scoring Lazio and a rebuilt 
Roma ahn to bring foe tide to 
the capital for only foe fourth 


partnered by Gianluca Vi alii, 
the former international 
whose career has gone rapid- 
ly downhill since be moved 
from Sampdoria in a deal 
valued at a world record £20 
million in 1992. 

Now aged 30, it is a make- 
or-break year for Vialti after 
a foot injury ruled him out 
for much of last season. 

Jovemus also have high 
hopes of 19-year-old attacker 
Alesandro del Piero, scorer 
of five goals in jusr 11 first 


team appearance last season. 
But Juventus fans fear that 


foe other Baggio — Dino — 
will return to haunt them. 

The Turin team con- 
troversially sold the tall mid- 
fielder to Parma during the 
World Cup, a decision which 
embarrassed them as the 23- 
year-old emerged as one of 
Italy’s stars. 

Parma, a third division 
team less than a decade ago, 
ahn to cap their remarkable 
rise with a first Italian title, 
having already lifted 
Europea Cup Winners' Cup 
in 1993. 

They have reinforced their 


defence with the signing of 
Italy World Cup defender 
Roberto Mussi and hirsute 
Portuguese stopper Fernando 
Couto while Colombian 
Fauci no Asprilla has plenty 
to prove in attack after his 
World Cup flop. 

“This is the strongest 
squad I’ve ever worked 
with,” rmfanrri Parma coach 
Nevio ScdfST. 

Pinna have traded striker 
Alesandro Melii to Samp- 
doria and he will have the 
tough task of replacing Gul- 
lit. who has returned to Milan 
after a season in exile with 
the Genoese team. 

Sampdoria. who finished 
third behind Milan and 
Juventus last season and won 
the Italian Cup, have also . 


use. 

He had two great games 
against Greece and Nigeria 
and appeared to be his old, 
arrogan t self until failing a 
routine dope test after the 2-1 
defeat of Nigeria. 


defeat of Nigeria. 

Mexico's Guillermo Cane- 
do will chair the hearing but 
FIFA president Joao Have- 
langc, who has said be does 
not want to wreck Marado- 
ha’s career, will also sit in. 

Argentina Football Asso- 
tion President Julio Grondo- 
na, who sits on the commit- 
tee, wfll present Maradona’s 
defence but will not take part 
in the vote. 

Herren insisted Maradona 
would have no right of 
appeal. 

The 33-year-old rose from 
the street urchin to multi- 
millionaire first with Barcelo- 
na and the Napoli but it was 
in Italy he was (fragged into 
scandals involving drugs, 
prostitutes and an illegitimate 
child. 


“I don’t think foe fans will 
demand we win the title bin 
they will want us to remain in 
foe running until the 
Sunday,” said formes Napoli 
coach Uppi, looking ahead to 
a season which begi ns on 
September 4. 

Frenchman Deschamps 
and Portugal’s Sousa, signed 
from Olympique Marseille 
and Sporting Lisbon respec- 


tively. wiO be asked to supply 
the bullets for an 
featuring Italian World Cup 
hero Roberto Baggio. 

Baggio is e xp e ct ed to be 


lost Italy goalkeeper Gianlu- 
ca PagUuca. He moved to 
Internationale in a deal 
which saw veteran number 
one Walter Zcnga move the 
other way. 

But their experienced 
team, in which England mid- 
fielder David Platt and for- 
mer Italy attacker Roberto 
Mancini play key roles, looks 
a good oei for a UEFA Cup 
place this season. 

Lazio's sole league title 
came in 1974 but the ambi- 
tious Roman club will aim to 
improve on last year’s fourth 
place. 

They have appointed 
Czech-born coach Zdenck 
Zeman to replace Dino Zofl, 
who has become club presi- 
dent. 

Zeman was viewed as little 
short of a miracle worker for 
the way he kept small town 
Foggia afloat in Serie A, He 
has a reputation us a hard 
taskmaster and it will be in- 
teresting to see whether his 
methods work with bigger 
name players. 

Giuseppe Signori, top scor- 
er in Serie A in the past two 
seasons, should ensure Lazio 
find the back of the net with 
regularity even though they 
will be without England Mid- 
fielder Paul Gascoigne at 
least until Christmas because 
of broken leg. 

Twicc-champions Roma 
have spent millions of dollars 
on remoulding their team af- 
ter a disappointing season 
and the pairing of Argentine 
Abe] Balbo with Uruguayan 
Daniel Fonseca should en- 
sure a potent attack. 

Roma also snapped up 
Swedish World Cup captain 
Jonas Thera along with Fon- 
seca from cash-strapped 
Napoli. and Serie A coaches 
in a poll this week picked 
them out as a dark horse 
candidate for (he title. 


However, he remains the 
greatest player since Pele and 
will always command a big 
signing-on fee and worldwide 
interest and FIFA may de- 


Passarella set to sign as 
Argentine national coach 


BUENOS AIRES (R) — 
Dante Passarella. a strict 
disciplinarian and advocate 
of cut-flowing soccer, is 
expected to sign this week 
as Argentines national 
team coach following their 
disappointing World Cup. 

Although yet to agree 
terms, Passarella, Argenti- 
na's 1978 World Cup-win- 


cer coaches. 

“Passarella is part of a 
new generation of Argen- 
tine soccer coaches,” 1986 


World Cup-winning coach 
Carlos Bilardo said, "the 


rung captain, was offered 
foe job e ar lier tins month 
by the Argentine Football 
Associa t ion (AFA) as suc- 
cessor to Alfio Basile. 


Passarella, 41, quit on 
Sunday as coach of River 
Plante, a dub where be 
won titles and respect after 
putting faith in youth and 
demanding discipline from 
players both on and off the 
pitch. 

Backed by differing fac- 
tions in the Cauldron of the 
AFA, Passarella has been 
billed as one of a new breed 
of hard but pragmatic soc- 


Carlos Bilardo said, "the 
won't claim to be a know- 
all and is prepared to 
adapt. Most importantly, 
be won’t lie." 

Basile, whose side was 
knocked out in the second 
round of this year’s World 
Cup in the United States, 
qat in July saying there 
was no point being second 
best in a country like 
Argentina. 

Memories of a 33-match 
unbeaten run dating back 
to 1991 and two Copa 
America titles counted tor 
nothing when results began 
to go against him in the 
ran-up to the World Cup. 


qualifier, lost authority 
over his players as well as 
the respect’ of a soccer- 
mad public. 

Under pressure to recall 
ageing star Diego Marado- 
na and the disgraced 
Claudio Caniggia. who had 
recently ended a 13-month 
ban for drug abuse, Basile 
discarded the end of their 
careers, Argentine soccer is 


crying out for a national 
team doss prepared to gam- 


ble on new talent. 

"He's got exactly what it 
takes, and is the only man 
up to the task," Cesar Luis 
Menotti. the coach who 


picked Passarella as Argen- 
tina captain for the 1978 


Basile, traumatised after 


Argentina lost 5-0 to Col- 
ombia in a World Cup 


rina captain for the 1978 
World Cup. said. 

Passaretla's record 
speaks for itself. In four 
years he has won three titl- 
tes at River Plante and nur- 
tured future stars such as 
Ariel Ortega and Homan 
Crespo. 


BRITISH EXPAT OFFERS FOR SALE 

93 MODEL TOYOTA CORONA 1.6 XL1 

(DUTY PAID) 

lady driven only, 10,000 k ms from new. 

■ Full ez\ Vice history, elec, windows, power 
steering, central locking, air condition. 

Excellent condition. JD 13,500 O.N.O. 

Tel. 361624, £25101 


a * J : i 7 1 LiTM 


• IJ.' 1 


Situated in Umm Summaq Al Shamali, in a quiet area, in 
front of Al Hussein Medical City, near Al Maaref College 
and New English School. Consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, 
dining room, sitting room and 2 bathrooms. New furniture, 
unto telephone, garage and garden. 

For Information call 865415 


DUTY-FREE CAR 
FOR SALE 


1969 Opel Kadet, 1600cc engine, 86000kms. In 
excellent condition. One lady owner. 

Please call Turkish embassy on *41251/2 
between 9 a.m. A 1 pjn. 


VILLA IN TLA* AL ALI 
FOR RENT 

Two floors, American style, furnished, 3 bedrooms, 
beautiful garden, garage, telephone and central 
heating. Rent on yearly basis. 

Tel. 828979. 


FOR RENT 


FULLY FURNISHED 

APARTMENT SUPER 


DELUXE 

. ONE MASTER+2BEDROOMS.2ND. FLOOR. 
UM ITTHA1NA - ANNUAL RENT 6000 J.D 

CALLf6§4856)__ 


Deluxe fully furnished apartment with 2 small bed- 
rooms, 1 bathroom, kitchen with salon, sunny 
veranda, colour TV., separate central heating, tele- 
phone, safe residential area, no water problem. 
Location; Jabai Amman, 5th Circle. 

Call teL: 641345 from 8-10 a-m. & 4-10 p-m. 


CARS FOR SALE 

1. Toyota Camry 1993, full options/standard trans- 
mission, duty unpaid. 

2. Toyota Corona 1992, air-conditioned, duty un- 
paid.. 

3. Hyundai Sonata 1993, automatic full options, duty 
unpaid. 

4. Mercedes 280SEL. 1985 model, full options, duty 
paid. 

Please cell 810886, 815691 


WANTED 


An investment company wishes to employ a number 
of PHD and Masters holders in economics, business 
administration and financial management under 
these conditions: 

1. Experience in the study and evaluation of econo- 
mic projects and preparation of feasibility studies 
and investment bulletins. 

2. Familiarity with legislations and administrative 
measures which organise the investment environ- 
ment in Jordan. 


When preparing to visit or tour Jordan 


Unchain Your Heart 


3. Have good command of English language — 
spoken and written. 

Qualified persons please send CV mentioning the 
experience in the fields mentioned above with 
copies of science and experience certificates to: 

P.<XBox 893 Amman - 11821 

Not later than two weeks from the date of this 
advertisement. 



.Turn TolffflW r 


A»k LVs and DVs Lunch & Dinnor 

Vouelwv at ■uthwtwd Travel Agents and others 


Call TFSTIJW 816690 or 863944 


Cinema . Td.: 634144 Cinema 

PHILADELPHIA 


Tel: 699238 | Cinema 


Tel.: 677420 


Tel.: 618274 - 618275 


CONCORD 


.1 [•Y* j 


Tir!rT? 3 i 


■*v;.wv,i,. . m* m 
■ ii i 4V. , fck 'i n J . /y.T 


Chrnn rad 


Nabil & Hisham's Tel.: 625155 

AH LAN THEATRE 

‘ * The play — 

WELCOME ARAB SUMMIT 


Kathleen Turner, Penns Quaicl l-J" 

UNDERCOVER ELUBS 

Shows 1230, MO, & 15 * ft30> 10:30 


Mahmoud Abed A! Aziz [Shows: 1230, 330. 6:1 S'. 830. t<fc»| Presents !he _ po,i !! ca ' comedy: 


KHALTBITA 

Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15, &30. IttR 


»] ; ) *■] 


1 r w m, ■ r 


Tom Hanks — in 

PUIaMpNa 1 

Shows: 3 - 6 - l*h30 


Starring: Abeer Issa. Daoud Jalajaj, 
Hassan Al Shaer and Mahmoud 
Abu Gharib. 

For reservation call td.: 618274 - 618275 


Today & Everyday 
Abu ^A w wad in social comedy 

• pianiiw bas» 


With Amal Dabbas 
Every Saturday. Sunday and Mon- 
day. 

The play 

Salaxn Ya Salatn 


With Nadera Orman 
Every Wednesday. Thursday and 
Fridav 
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News 


JORDAN TIMES. WEDNlgDAY^AUGUgrj^JgM 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


Munitions blast wounds 3 Israeli soldiers 


TEL AVIV (AP) — An explosion at a munitions depot ur 
the occupied West Bank town of Bethlehem Tuesday 
wounded three Israeli soldiers, the army said. Israeli radios 
said the blast appeared to be accidental but the army said.it 
was probing a possibility of sabotage. Israel’s Itim news 

CAlH tkit 1 - 1 . f. — 


of other blaststhat wounded the soldiers. It s&tfoat the 
depot is locatdt near a tent where Palestinian detainees are, 
kept. Two tfoopers were injured slightly and 'a third was?* 
Hsted in moderate condition the army said. 5 


Iran trains tribesmen in military exercises 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iran launched manoeuvres Tuesday 
aimed at tram%i£ tribes along foetastem border with Iraq 
in defensive military exercises,’ Tehran Radio reported. 
The broadcast said several “battalions” comprisir* tribes- 
men from across western Bakhtaran province will rake part 
in the two-day exercises. It said tribesmen in . traditional 
garb and on horseback trained in the open fields in tactics 
aimed at stopping “enemy” incursions. 


Palestinian minister appeals for more Japanese aid 


TOKYO (AFP) — Ahmad Qoureia, the ■ Palestinian 
economic and trade minister, called on Japan Tuesday to 
expand economic aid for Palestinian self-rule, particularly 
to help beefi np its peacekeeping police. ."The Palestinian 
police are a peacekeeping police. Theyf are pot military 
forces,'’ he told a news conference. “Therefoih I believe 
that support' for the police is real support for the peace 
process.” Japan has pledged $200 million over two years in 
aid to Palestinian autonomy, by financing reconstruction of 
the West Bank town of Jericho and the Gaza Strip. Mr. 
Qoureia said he had asked Japanese leaders to extend 


Japan's aid pledge from two to five yefais to cover the 
transition period while Palestinian authorities face “serious 


challenges” in maintaining peace and economic develop- 
ment. He sdd ‘Japanese officials hid reamed favourably 
and that “there will be very good results.” * 


Kabul denies Russian border claims 


KABUL (AFP) — A presidential spokesman here Tuesday 
refuted Russian allegations that their security troops 
stationed along the sensitive Afghan-Tajik international 
border were recently attacked from inside Afghanistan. 
“We are following our usual policy of non-interference,” 
the spokesman Abdul Aziz Morad said. “We consider this 
a globally recognised principle and we expect the same 
treatment from others,” Mr. Morad added. Afghanistan 
considers the issue of Tajikistan an internal question, and it 



lajiK refugees sou living in northern Afghanistan were 
afforded humanitarian assistance only, denying alleged 


military training or arming of the refugees. “The dashes on 


the border were between Tajik guerrillas on one side and 


Tajik and Russian soldiers on 
Morad. 


le other side,” said Mr. 


Heat kill! 30 in eastern Sudan 


KHARTOUM (AFP) — A wave of crushing beat and 
humidity have claimed the lives of 30 persons in the eastern 
region of Port Sudan, the army newspaper Al Guwat Al 
Muslaha said Tuesday. The paper said the death toll 

ran.U./l —.1 1 1 J.VJ -T- 


reached its peak on Hr day when 11 died. Temperatures in 
eastern Sudan havt 


e recently soared to 44 degrees Centig- 
rade (112 Fahrenheit). 


Two Afghan drug smugglers killed in clash 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Iranian police shot dead fivo Afghan 
drug traffickers and seriously wounded another in eastern 
Iran, the official Islamic Republic News Agenty (IRNA) 
reported Tuesday. The clash occurred during a security 
operation Monday in the mountainous Ahaug&ran region 
in Khorasan province near the Afghan border, IRNA said. 


A fourth Afghan drug trafficker was arrested. The security 
forces seized 106 kilogammes of opium in the operation. 


Thred members of Dev Sol killed irt prison 


ISTANBUL fAFP) — Two men and a worn ad convicted 
for being members of the extreme-left revohitiOnaiy group 
Dev-Sol hav£ be£n found murdered in two separate prisons 
in Turkey, police here said Tuesday. The victims ware 
discovered over the weekend along with a communique lift 
near their bodies which said that they bad been “punished” 
by other Dev-Sol inmates for collaborating with authorities 
and causing the deaths of other members of foe under- 
ground organisation, police said. T4wo of foe victims, 
Hasan Hulusi Kulak and Simen Aydin, were found impaled 
in foe prison of Bayrampasa, in Istanbul, and the third, 
Ahmet Celal Ozkul, was found strangled to death in foe 
courtyard of a prison in Ankara, police ackged. Prison 


officials said a riot erupted in Bayrampasa prison after foe 
discovery of the two bodies but it had been put 


put down by 

Monday evening. Several inmates were injured-durmg the 
riot which protested stiffer security measures following foe 
two murders, foe officials said. 


Turkish planes hit Kurd based In Iraq 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish jets strttek a*Kurd&h guerrilla 
base 230 kilometres inside northern Irai on Tuesday, the 
latest ina series of cross-border raids aimed at separatist 
forces, a military spokesman said. He Said 32 planes took 
part in the attack on a base 60 kilometres southwestfrf a trig 
Kurdish Labour Party (PKK) camp at Zaleh. All planes 
returned safely to base. There was no immediate estimate 
of casualties, pending a reconnaissance; mission over foe 
region, he said. The military said oq Monday it had carried 
out raids on Aug. 13 and 20, killing 92 guerrillas. The latest 
attack marked foe eighth such assault within a month. 


Bomb explodes near Turkish palace 


ISTANBUL (R) — A bomb exploded on Tuesday in foe 
garden of Istanbul’s Topkapi palace, causing little damage 
and no injuries, police said. The 15th century palace, one 
of Istanbul’s major tourist rites, is closed on Tuesdays. On 
Monday an explosion outside a military recruiting station in 
Istanbul killed three Turks and wounded four. Last week, a 
Romanian man died from injuries sustained in an Aug. 12 
blast at a crowded international bus station. 


Court suspends Egyptain school vefl decree 


CAIRO (AFP) — Govememnt attempts Jo curb Islamic 
influence in school 


i Is were dealt a blow on Tuesday" when a 
court suspended a decree that girls must have their parents’ 
permission to wear the veil in class. Education Minister 
Hussein Kafoel Bahaaeddin issued founding which was to 
come into effect in foe new school year but it was 
challenged ft ffiurt by Islamist lawyers representing school- 
girls’ paren* The Cairo administrative court on Tu— J ~" 
ordered ibewospension of foe decree, saying it wool 
later on whether it was constitutional. The lawyers 
that the decree violated the dictates of Islam, 
therefore unconstitutional. Al Azhar, the world’! 

Sunni MusUjn authority. 

measure. Tie Egyptian constitution is based on 
Sharia law, ffhfcb rules that girls who reach puberty 
wear the vdfc But foe minister said that his order did not 
ban foe vetfi but ensured that girls would not be forced to 
wear it by extremist teachers. 



CLASHES IN DHAKA: Armed riot police on lYiesday chase 
su ppor ter s of deposed Bangladeshi Resident Hussain 
Muhammad Ershwt who fried to hdd a rally in astral 
Dhaka. Witnesses add at least IfO people, iududhig 

M i A 


poficeraen were injured, in violent dashes during which 
police fired rubber bullets and tear gas. Mr. Ershad’s 
opposition Jaitya Party s upp ort er s Masted home-made 
bombs and pelted stones (AFP photo) 


20 victims 
of Morocco 
air crash . 
foreigners 


RABAT (Agencies) — 
Twenty foreign travellers 
were among foe 44 passen- 
gers and crew killed in the* 
crash of a Royal Air Morocco 1 " 
aircraft on an internal flight 
‘.Sunday; officials said Tuo-; 
iday. ; . 

Among foe foreign 'victintsf 
were bight Italians, five- 
French, four Dutch, 'two 
Kuwaitis, and onc$43qftaan£ 
woman identified^ Eli- h 
zabeth Steckel wlfrir ’was’ 
travelling with her 13-month- 
old daughter of Moroccan 
nationality., * 

The Alft 42 aircraft was* 
on a flight to Casabboica^and; 
came down in rcmdte tefrain 
some 10 minutes aftfr take- 
off from the Southern coastal 
city of Agadir, lriflihg all 40 
passengers and four Cfew. 

The crash was prbbably v 
due to technical failure; itate- 
nm teteSrisic 

**■. i. ? 

The aircraft’s flight 
ders, inducting the black box, 
had been sent to Casa b la n ca 
for analysis, and would prob- . 
ably confirm the technical fai- 
lure theory, tire television 
said. 



One of the Kdwaitis 
aboarcFjwas a prince dad the 
brother of Kuwait Interior 
Minister Ahmad Al Hamud 
Al Jaber At Sabah, the televi- 
sion said. if. 

-4- 


Zferdtial is ready to allow 
opposition to contact FIS 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — 
Algerian' President Li amine 
Zeroual has moved to stem 
violent political strife by in- 
viting the opposition to talk 
to the banned Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS), though 
some parties are hostile to 
contacts with the fun- 
damentalists. 

Mr. Zeroual on Monday 
enco ur aged five parties tak- 
ing part fa talk* with die 
government — all favourable 
to FIj&pacticipitioa in politics 
— te£*go‘ aad tfieat the lead- 
ers m foe’rf&tolved party in 
prisdh” to try and convince 
them to join die new talks. 

Meanwhile, Abdul Kader 
Hachanj, a senior FIS offi- 
cial, was reported Tuesday by 
,foe daily El FGwar to nave 
1 ended, at*the request of foe 



condemn 
the con- 

T«tlam as 


Lamine Zeroual 

of a tolerant Islam. 

The Armed Islamic Group 
(GIA), which has vowed 


TIS leadership,' a hunger^ ■ violently to disrupt the 
strike her begun on Aug. 8. '■ start of the new school year, 


prison- 

rGwar, 


He began ; the action to 
press to be put on trial as 
quickly as possible and be 
considered a political 
er, according to El 
which said that Mr. Hachani 
is currently in a cell with 
ordinary enmteafa. 

Meanwhile, Islamic guer- 
rillas were apparently con- 
tinuing to cany out then- 
threat to harm teachers and 
pupfla when sociology profes- 
sor Rabah StambouE, 65, was 
shot, dead Tuesday morning 
as ItS emerged from his home 
at TfH 0UZOU in Kabylie, 
poHife m&L 

Stambouli was well-known 
■in Algerian intellectual cir- 
cles for lis writings in favour 


is also thought responsible 
for hanging the deputy bead 
of a training college in Si- 
Mustapha over the weekend 
and for blowing up or setting 
fire to some 20 schools and 
other academic instit nti ons. ■ 
Islamic extremists began a 
violent campaign that has 
claimed more than 3,000 
lives after the army inter- 
vened in January 1992 to 
cancel the second round of a 
general election the FIS was 
poised to win. 

Mr. Zeroual stressed that 
before they could rejoin the 
* political mainstream, FIS 
leaders must publicly adhere 
■ to principles which are “in- 
controvertible and non- 


negotiable” and 
violence, respect 
stitutions, respect 
foe state religion, allow poli- 
tical pluralism and demo- 
cracy. 

Mr. Zeroual recalled in the 
statement that last January 
be met jailed FIS leaders who 
had confirmed their willing- 
ness to contribute to ending 
the violence. Mr. Zeroual was 
then defence minister, a post 
he still holds. 

FIS leaders Ali Djeddi and 
Abdul Kader Boukhamkham, 
freed on February 22, had 
been “mandated to work for 
foe halt to die violence,” said 
die statement. “Six months 
after this measure, there has 
been no result.” 

The decision to allow en- 
counters with FIS leaders 
coukfbreak the isolation sur- 
rounmng the movement and 
returd its voice to die main- 
stream with reports by politi- 
cians from the prison cells. 

FIS leaders now communi- 
cate with followers via occa- 
sional letters sneaked out of 
prison or through its network 
of exits in Europe and the' 
United States. In a commum- 
following foe meeting, 
president reiterated that 
be was not opposed to dia- 
logue with the FIS — if 
renounced violence. 

The meeting was to con- 
tinue ^ Wednesday. Three 
parties have refused to 
attend. Participants at the 
talks reported a more open 
attitude by authorities than in 
two previous encounters. 


if they 


Syrians 


prepare 
to go to 
the polls 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — In- 
tellectuals, affluent traders 
and actors are among those 
hoping to win seats in foe 
Syrian parliament when a 
two-day potl starts on 
Wednesday. 

Women are also hoping to 
buOd on foe 21. places they 
currently hold in foe 250-seat 
People's Assembly. 

It will be foe sixth legisla- 
tive election in Syria since 
President Hafez Al Assad, 

then defence minister, seized 
power in November 1970. 
The current parliament's 
four-year mandate ran out bn 
June 10 - — — 


More than seven million 
Syrians are registered to vote 
on Wednesday and 
Thursday. 

So far 7,266 candidates are 
down to contest the elections, 
but the final number will not 
be known until late Tuesday. 


One tiling is certain — the 
majority of seats will again go 
to foe National Progressive 
Front (NPF), a coalition of 
'seven parties headed by Al 
Assad's ruling Baath Arab 
Socialist Party. 

Of the 250 seats, 127 have 
been set aside for “workers 
and small farmers” by pres- 
idential decree, which de- 
scribed such constituents as 
“the productive force on 
which the economic develop- 
ment of the country de- 
pends.” 

The other 123 are reserved 
for other categories. 


Some 8,500 polling booths 
fed in foe 


have been posted in the coun- 
try’s 15 regions. The poll is 
conducted according to a 
first-past-the-post system, foe 
winning candidates being 
those who gain foe most 
votes on a list. 

The most skillful conten- 
ders hoping to ride on the 
coat-tails of foe NPF have 
joined “open” fists run by the 
coalition. 

They include intellectuals, 
merchants and actors encoui- 
by foe success of about 
colleagues in the last elec- 
tions in 1990 and a bitter 
contest has broken out 
among them. 

Banners proclaiming the 
profession of each candidate 
have been hung up calling for 
development and modernisa- 
tion, even though their elec- 
toral programmes remain un- 
dear. 

Meanwhile the NPF candi- 
dates have been canvassing 
under tiie slogan of “national 
unity ” 

Women are hoping to im- 
prove on their 1990 success, 
when foe number of female 
deputies increased from 18 to 
21 . 


Peres: ©ermaftis could 
•serve as peacekeepers 


BONN (Agencies) — Israel? 
Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres said here Tuesday he 
had no* objection to German 
soldiers taking part in U.N. 
peacekeeping operations in 
the Middle East and backed 
Germany’s campaign for a 
permanent seat on foe U.N. 
Security Council. 

“What we say soldier, we 
think <gf the war,” said Mr. 
Peres m a reference to World 
War H. “But peace ftiission, 
why not?” Mr. Peres said, 
adding, however, that he 
“would prefer orfe 'million 
tourists to a 100,000 sol- 
diers.” ■* s 

His statement was ofiidc six 
weeks after Germany’s con- 
stitutional court ruled Ger- 
man armed forces had the 
right to operate anywhere in 
the world, clearing foe way 
for foe country’s participa- 
tion in U.N. peacekeeping 
missions. 

Mr. Peres, speaking after 
talks with German President 
Roman Herzog and Nortfa- 
Westphalia Premier Johan- 
nes Raua, called on Germany 
to take a more active role in 
- world affairs. V 

Germany “can £nd must?;: 
play a foie in “a w&rld foil ofi 
prdblems’\ said Mr. Peres,’ 
adding that Israel wished to 
see Germany gain a U-N. 
Security Council seat. 

Mr. Peres added he was 
waiting for foe European Un- 
ion (EU)' nov* presided by 
Germany, to «elivek- more 
c aid to support the 
peace process.* 
vrtiflfcterj 
Gerties' loun-' 
Kmkd oo&fon- 
meet Chancellor 
hi late Tuesday to 
ose ties with the 
Union (EU). Hfe 
Malta on WiSlnesJ 

* 



Mr. Petes aftd Mr. Herzog 
discussed preparations for 
celebrations, in May 1995, of 
the 30th anniversary of di- 
plomatic relations between 
Israel' and tbc Federal Re- 
public of Geribany, German 
presidential Sources said. 

- The two men also discus- 
sed extreme-right violence in 
Gerftany, Mr. Peres saying 
he was satisfied with foe de- 
gree to which German poli- 
tical .parties had turned their 
backSJn racism and xenopho- 
bia. . 

fib 'a meeting with Rita 
Suessmufo, president on foe 
Bundestag (the lower house 
of foe German parliament), 
foe Israeli foreign minister, 
said he was confident Ger- 
many would figfat Nazism, 
anti-Semitism and “interna- 
tional terrorism,” a Bundes- 
tag statement said. 

Mr. Peres called on Ger- 
mans to ask themselves what 
contribution Germany could 
make to the peace process 
and foe new order in the 

Middle East. 

On Monday, Mr. Peres, 
warning that nuclear smug- 
from Eastern Europe 
tun| into an interna- 
tional threat, thanked Ger- 
many for its efforts to crack 
down on foe illegal trade. 

Mr. Peres said Bonn, 
which is pressing Moscow to 
tighten security around for- 
mer Soviet nod ear plants, 
was right to try to seal foe 
sources it blames for a rash of 
blade market shipments unc- 
overed in Germany in recent 
months. . 1 

“They .may not be of mi lit- • 
ary grade and they may not * 


be in large quantities, but the 
potential danger 


is great,” 
Mr. Peres said pf several 
seized shipments of deadly 
■plutonium and . other mate- 
rials. 


3 Somalis killed, 3 caught 
after ambush on U.N. force 


MOGADISHU (Agencies) 
— Indian soldiers of the U.N. 
peacekeeping force in Somali 
ended the hunt for the Soma- 
li killers of seven of their 
comrades after most of the 
gunmen got away, a U.N. 
spokesman said on Tuesday. 

The search for the attack- 
ers, who fired anti-aircraft 
guns and mortars at Indian 
soldiers in the village of Bur- 
leego, 110 kilometres south- 
west of Mogadishu on Mon- 
day, ended with the killing of 
three Somalis and the capture 
of three others. 

U.N. military spokesman 
Richard McDonald said Indi- 
belicopters and ground 


ble that more of the Somalis 
had been killed or wounded, 
but only three deaths could 
be confirmed. 


On Monday, Maj. McDo- 
nald described foe ambush as 
an unprovoked and carefully 
coordinated attack. 

A number of weapons- 
equipped vehicles, normally 
used by Somali dan militia 
fighters, were destroyed as 
foe U.N. troops fought back 
the attack, Mr. McDonald 
said. 


an 


troops gave up the search for 
foe Somali militiamen who 
had apparently dispersed into 
foe bush and surrounding vil- 
lages following Monday’s 
am bosh. 

The militiamen, whose 
weapons included mortars 
and anti-aircraft guns, had 
attacked a U.N. convoy 
made up of three dvilian 
road contractors escorted by 
about 20 Indian peacekeep- 
ers in three vehicles. 

The seven-hour battle 
which followed the attack 
was the bloodiest clash be- 
tween U.N. forces and mili- 
tias for months. 

Major McDonald said foe 
three detainees would be in- 
terrogated by personnel of 
the U.N. Operation in Soma- 
lia (UNOSOM), but the mo- 
tive for Monday's attack was 
not yet known. 

Maj. McDonald said that 
nine soldiers had been in- 
jured and not six, as first 
announced by UNOSOM on 
'Monday, and that all were in 
stable condition Tuesday in 
hospitals in Baidoa and 
Mogadishu, 

He added that it was possi- 


The incident brought to 
106 foe number of U.N. 
peacekeepers killed in Soma- 
lia since May 1993. 


U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali recommended 
Friday that the United Na- 
tions immediately cut its per- 
sonnel in Somalia by 1,500 
and that foe force eventually 
be cut down to 15,000. U.N. 
military personnel in Somalia 
currently numbe r 18,761. 


humanitarian work, far safer 
than the previous task of 
disarming the dans and en- 
forcing peace. 

The Security Council and 
Dr. Ghali described Mon- 
day’s attack as “treacherous 
and cowardly.” 

In New Delhi, opposition 
politicians called for the with- 
drawal of Indian forces from 
Somalia, but the defence 
ministry said there were no 
plans to do so at this stage. 

‘‘Just because of ooelna 
dent, foe government is not 
thinking in terms of trailing 
out its troops,” a secur gov- 
ernment official told Reuters. 

India sent its first U.N. 
keepers into Somalia in 
)ber 1993 and has one of 
foe largest contingents with 
about 5,000 soldiers. 


Dr. Ghali said foe force 
should be reduced to 15,000 
before the end of October or 
during November. 

In the latest attack, the 
militias struck in territory 
held by the Habre Gedir clan 
of Mohammad Farah 
Aideed, the warlord who bat- 
tled U.N. and American 
troops in the streets of Moga- 
dishu last year. 

Habre Gedir forces have 
been shooting and looting 
their way through much of 
southern and central Somalia 
since XJ.S. and other Western 
forces pulled out of the coun- 
try in March. 

A total of 20 peacekeepers 
have died since March, when 
foe '18,700-$trong Asian and 
African army was given a 
limited mandate to protect 


Thecal lings prompted an 
outcry from Indian opposi- 
tion lawmakers who quickly 
called on Prime Minister 
P-V. Narasimha Rao to cut 
the country's losses and pull 
out the troops. 

“TSe move' (into Somalia) 
was nothing but to aid the 
American imperialistic de- 
signs,” Communist Party 
member E. Balanadan said. 
“The government should 
take a national consensus be- 
fore deputising Indian contin- 
gents on such missions.” 

f-K- Gujral of the Janata 
Dal Party, a former foreign 
minister, said foe soldiers had 
given their fives for a cause 
about which “we have 
doubts.” 


“We will not pull out just 
because some people have 
bear lolled,” said another 
senior official. “Our soldiers 
doing a good job 


are 


in 


Somalia and creatine a eood 
name for India.” * 



Diana ‘a loose 
cannon’ 


LONDON (AFP) — Diana, 
the Princess of Wales, is "a 
loose cannon”, endangering 
a fr agil e monarchy, foe Brit- 
ish press opined Tuesday, af- 
ter her public denial foe had 
made nuisance phone calls to 
a millionaire friend. “The 
idea that there are forces. „ 
out to destablise foe Princess 
of Wales is, unhappily, not a 
completely implausible one,” 
the centre-left daily The 
Guardian said in its com- 
ment. “The monarehy is 
going through one of its more 
fragile stages and foe Princess 
of Wales is one among a 
number of loose cannons 
which could inflict severe, if 
not terminal damage upon its 
totterin g infrastructure.” The 
conservative Daily Telegraph 
wrote: "There are today deep 
fears that foe princess is a 
loose cannon on deck, an 
unhappy woman full of 
doubts and grievances, whose 
fixture course is uncertain.” 
The tabloid Daily Mirror also 
latched onto the phrase, 
saying her estranged husband 
Prince Charles's camp re- 
garded her as “something of 
‘a loose cannon’, lacking gui- 
dance, which could explode 
in any direction.” Friends of 
the prince, the heir to the 
throne, said he was “more 
worried than angry,” about 
Princess Diana’s judgement. 
Tory and opposition Labour 
MPs Monday demanded an 
inquiry into how foe police, 
investigation into the calls 
allegedly made to Old E to- 
rn an Oliver Hoare, 48, one of 
the world’s most respected 
dealers in Islamic art, came 
to be leaked to the Sunday 
tabloid the New of the 
World. Scotland Yard was 
reported to have traced the 
calk to Princess Diana’s pri- 
vate line in Kensington 
Palace, to her mobile phone, 
to a phone at the home of her 
sister. Lady Sarah, and to 
public phone boxes near foe 
palace. Scotland Yard Mon- 
day declined to comment cm 
any aspect of foe story . There 
was also anger in the House 
of Commons Monday over 
reports, denied by foe gov- 
ernment, that a government 
minister intervened to have 
the police investigation 
aborted. 


Young German 
lieutenant helped 
save Paris 


BONN (AFP) — On Aug. 
22, 1944, Ernst Vbn Bres- 
sensdorf, a 26-year-old Ger- 
man lieutenant and passion-, 
ate Francophile, dared tam- 


per with an emergency order 
from 


Adolph Hitler — and 
foe dty of Paris has been in 
his debt over since. “A top 
secret order came over die 
teleprinter,” Ll Von Bres- 
sensdorf recalled recently, af- 
ter a lapse of 50 years. “After 
de-coding it I realised it was 
an order from Hitler to blow 
up all public buildings* 
bridges and industrial sites in 
Paris.” With Allied forces 
fast dosing in on the city, 
then in foe final days of Nazi 
occupation, Ll Von Brcs- 
sensdorf made his move. “I 
held back foe report for 12 
hours, hoping it would be too 
late — because I loved 
France.” Lt. Von Bresseu- 
dorf was a communications 
officer assigned to the staff of 
General Dietrich Von ChoJ- 
titz, the German commander 
in Pans. “When I finally gave 
the order to Von Chomtz, 
you could already hear foe 
(Allied) guns in foe dis- 
tance.” T&e former lieute- 
nant remembers his chief as 
an “aggressive bulldog.” 
With his monocle, “he was 
foe perfect embodiment of 
foe Prussian general.” Gen. 
Von Cboltitz had previously 
been given standing orders to 
reduce foe French capital to 
rubble if ever foe Allies were 
to approach. But he too was 
tom between a duty to obey 
Hitler and foe awful realisa* 
tion that he would be remem- 
bered by history as the man 
who destroyed Paris. In those 
desperate final hours be was 
ordered to regroup his 
armour and artillery units 

and to call in the Luftwaffe to 
annihilate foe “pockets of in- 
surrection” that were emerg- 
ing all over Paris as foe allie s 
bore down on foe dty. But by 
then it was too late to defend 
ffie capital and the Fuehrer's 
directive was ignored. 6n the 
*ve of its liberation, a dis- 
jraught Hitler was reported 
to have demanded of his 
staff: “Is Paris burning?” Hit- 
ler was disappointed, Paris 
Wte spared and its residents 
today are celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of its defiver- 
ance. 
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